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Vermilion County officials are bringing two issues to 
voters in Tuesday’s election. 

One referendum seeks to give officials permission to 
sell Vermilion Manor, the county nursing home, while 
the second would allow officials to enter into an agree-
ment with Integrys LLC. 
 Regarding Vermilion Manor, voters will be asked 
“Shall Vermilion County, Illinois be authorized to sell 
the county nursing home known as Vermilion Manor 
Nursing Home?” 
 County board Chairman Jim McMahon said giving 
the county authority to sell the nursing home does not 
mean Vermilion Manor will be sold. 
 What it will do, he said, is give the county options for 
the home, which is expected to have a $1 million deficit 
in the FY2012-13 budget. 
 Eight years ago, voters approved a 10 cent per $100 
tax to help fund Vermilion Manor. The extra infusion of 
funds helped sustain the nursing home for a while, but 
“the state changed their direction” by interrupting Medi-
care/Medicaid reimbursements, McMahon said.  
 Illinois currently owes the nursing home $1.9 million. 
At times having run 120 to 180 days behind in pay-
ments, the state is currently 70-80 days behind. 
“Everybody on the board realizes what shape the stat is 
in,” said District 1 member Chris Leigh. 
 Nearly half the nursing home’s income is received 
through state payments. 
 Also, the levy for the nursing home is at the maximum 
level, said District 1 board members Gary Weinard. 
 With state finances the way they are, stand-alone fa-
cilities like Vermilion Manor face an uphill financial 
battle. “Mom and Pop  operations won’t exit in this cul-
ture,” McMahon said, adding officials have had conver-
sations - but not negotiations - with companies interested 
in Vermilion Manor. Discussions have ranged from a 

Vermilion County voters to decide fate of referenda Tuesday 
company purchasing Vermilion Manor outright to man-
aging it under county ownership, said McMahon. 
 Vermilion Manor was built in 1972 and an addition 
was erected in 1978, bringing its total licensed beds to 
220. As of last week, the facility had 176 residents. It is 
a $10 million corporate enterprise with a bi-weekly pay-
roll of $200,000, McMahon said. 
 McMahon, Weinard and Leigh urge county voters to 
support the referendum. “If you trust the state, vote no,” 
McMahon said. “If you don’t, vote yes.” 
 Weinard was a little more diplomatic, saying a “yes” 
vote “is one sure way to make sure Vermilion Manor 
stays a nursing home.” 
 The second referendum asks “Shall Vermilion 
County, Illinois have the authority to arrange for the 
supply of electricity for its residential and small com-
mercial retail customers who have not opted out of such 
a program?” 
 The referendum came about because of 2010 General 
Assembly action allowing local governments to com-
bine the electricity purchasing of residents. 
 How it works is that a company - in this case, Integrys 
- purchases electricity for large groups, receiving a lower 
rate and passing savings to customers. 
 County residents who are customers of Ameren can 
save more than 25 percent on their electric bills, McMa-
hon said. Ameren’s rate is 6.13-6.18 cents per kilowatt 
hour, compared to Integrys’ rate of 4.495 cents per kilo-
watt hour. 
 Customers currently involved with Integrys had to opt 
into using the aggregator; if the referendum passes, resi-
dents who do not wish to participate will have to opt out. 
 Vermilion County is using Integrys’ services, and has 
saved about $90,000 in a year on its own electric bill, 
McMahon said. Additionally, the county receives a  

See VOTERS on other side 
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Building in Danville to await arraignment. 
 Police are investigating a report made at 11:28 p.m. 
Wednesday that a child’s Halloween candy had what 
appeared to be part of a razor blade inside the wrapper. 
The candy was received in Hoopeston or Rossville. 

Police News 

Voters continued from other side 

small rebate for each customer who uses Integrys. 
 McMahon estimated the county could receive enough 
to offset bond payments on work needed at the court-
house, including new elevators and a new roof, esti-
mated to cost $5-$7 million. 
 In September, Vermilion County entered into an initial 
agreement with Integrys that expires in December. Un-
der the voluntary agreement, Integrys offered immediate 
savings to those who signed up. 
 Currently, 1,031 customers have signed on, including 
995 residents and 36 businesses. 
 In addition, Integrys is helping promote the referen-
dum prior to the election. 

 Kylene M. Anderson, 18, of Hoopeston, was arrested 
at 1:13 a.m. Tuesday after a traffic stop at Route 9 and 
Sixth Avenue. She was charged with no valid license 
and operating an uninsured vehicle and was released on 
a notice to appear. Her vehicle was towed. 
 Billy L. Buss, 39, of Hoopeston, was arrested  at 
12:15 p.m. Tuesday at the police station. He was 
charged with two counts of theft over $300 for allegedly 
taking cash from Ted’s Home Beverage, 101 W. Main. 
He was taken to the Public Safety Building in Danville. 
 Anna M. Clouse, 89, of Hoopeston, was ticketed for 
failure to reduce speed to avoid an accident at 9:25 a.m. 
Wednesday. Police said Clouse, in a 1992 Dodge, pulled 
from Community Bank parking lot and struck a 2001 
Buick, driven by Steven C. Nelson, of Rossville, who 
was northbound on Route 1. 
 Sawyer J. Neal, 19, of Hoopeston, was arrested at 
7:38 p.m. Wednesday in the 300 block of East Maple. 
He was charged with threatening a public official, ob-
structing a police officer, disorderly conduct and resist-
ing a police officer. He was taken to the Public Safety 
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   Briefly 
Birthday card shower 

 Rebecca Shepherd of the Hoopeston/Rossville area 
will celebrate her 90th birthday on November 4. She 
would enjoy hearing from friends. Please send greetings 

 Mostly sunny today. High 51. Tonight, cloudy. Low 
36. Tomorrow, chance of showers. High 50, low 34. 
Sunday, partly sunny. High 49, low 34.   
 For current weather conditions, call Hoopeston 
Weather Service, (217) 283-6221. 

Obituaries 

 CASTONGUAY - Jennifer C. (Dillon) Castonguay, 
44, of Milford, died Wednesday, Oct. 31, 2012, at Iro-
quois Memorial Hospital, Watseka. Visitation will be 
9:30 a.m. until the 11 a.m. memorial service Saturday at 
Knapp Funeral Home, Milford. Burial will be in Maple 
Grove Cemetery, Milford. Memorials are suggested to 
the Zachary Castonguay College Fund. 

to her at Heritage Health 423 N Dixie Hwy., Room #205, 
Hoopeston, Il  60942. 

Classifieds 
APARTMENTS FOR RENT 

Cozy 2 bedroom 1-bath apartment.  Full basement.  Walk to 
shopping. Available October 1.  No Pets, No smoking. 626 S 8th 
Avenue. Do Not Disturb Tenant.$475 + deposit. 217-260-8762. 

Layden Manor Apartments, Hoopeston.  Now accepting applica-
tions for a downstairs 2-bedroom apartment.  $450/mo utilities 
extra. Call:  (217) 304-1761. 

FREE STUFF 

Railroad ties. Various lengths & condition. 703 W. Penn. (361) 
564-5808 

HELP WANTED 

Mustard Seed Christian Daycare is currently looking for Teacher 
Qualified applicants to interview for a full time position in our 
very busy, high energy Preschool 3’s Classroom. Qualified ap-
plicants must have 60 semester hours of college credit from an 
accredited college with at least 6 of those hours being in Early 
Childhood Education or Child Development. Applicants may 
c o n t a c t  N i c o l e  G r e g o r y  a t  m u s t a r d -
seed.christiandaycare@gmail.com or 217-748-6370 to request 
an application. 

HOUSES FOR SALE 

Ambia, Ind. 2 BR, dining room, eat in kitchen, utility room,1.5 
car garage on large corner lot. $20,000 OBO. (217) 283-5093 or 
(217) 799-2567 

RUMMAGE SALES 

ROSSVILLE: 403 S. Chicago. Sat., 10 a.m. until sold out. Estate 
sale. Home furnishings and misc.  

HOOPESTON: 426 E. Honeywell (in dining room). Fri. 4-8, 
Sat. 8-4. Glassware, clothes S-XL, some Christmas items, books, 
tapes, DVDs, baked goods, candy lots of misc. 

Weather 


