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lege, offered to redo the landscaping as an internship for 
a landscaping design and construction. The project re-
quired digging –a lot of deep digging in heavy clay soil. 
 Pierce received help from city workers who brought in 
backhoes to help remove old landscaping and level the 
area but did much of the digging himself. 
 Along with the physical aspect of digging and plant-
ing, the project also included decision-making about the 
types of plants that would grow in the soil and provide 
year-’round eye appeal. 
 Pierce’s choices include Cleveland Select Pears,  

See LANDSCAPE on other side 

 When other children were planting in the family gar-
den, a young Evan Pierce was digging holes—deep 
holes. 
 That may have been an indication of what his career 
would be. 
 Pierce, 19, is responsible for the flora and its place-
ment at the City of Hoopeston sign on the north side of 
Main Street at Route 1. 
 The previous landscaping was torn up when a new 
water main was installed between the water department 
building on Main and the new nursing home. 
 Pierce, a student at Danville Area Community Col-

Evan Pierce digs holes to plant rhododendron plants on Hoopeston property along Route 1 and Main Street. The 

work is an internship for a class Pierce is taking at Danville Area Community College. 

Design project gives student credit, beautifies landscape 



Police News 

 Sunny today and tomorrow. Highs 83, lows 56. 
 For weather conditions, call Hoopeston Weather Service, 
(217) 283-6221. 

Classifieds 
APARTMENTS FOR RENT 

Clean, quiet 2 BR, 1 bath apt. 717 W. Orange. $385/month + 
utilities. Security deposit and application required. Available 
Now. 217-816-9030 

HELP WANTED 

Hoopeston Area CUSD #11 has openings for the following 
coaching positions: 
~ 5th Grade Boys’ Basketball  
~ 7th Grade Girls’ Volleyball 
~ 8th Grade Girls’ Volleyball 
~ MS Youth Wrestling 
~ 9th Grade Boys’ Basketball 
Applications are available online at Hoopeston Area 
CUSD’s website, www.hoopeston.k12.il.us  
If interested, you may contact Athletic Director, Kevin 
Root, at 283-6661.  

MISCELLANEOUS FOR SALE 

Wooden bunk beds $150 OBO. Roll-a-way bed $75 OBO. 
Call (217) 339-2441  

Frigidaire, Whirlpool dehumidifiers, only used a few times, $100 
& $150. Utility light in unopened box and bulbs. $40. Will con-
sider offers. (217) 495-1128 

SERVICES 

HAPPY TAILS DOG GROOMING. Gentle care. Pick up and 
delivery available. (217) 283-7426 

Call (217) 283-9348 or  email  

publish@justthefacts.net  to place your ad! 

Landscape continued from other side 

which will have flowers in the spring; Sunny knockout 
roses, whose yellow flowers will grace the area in spring 
and summer; rhododendron with attractive green foliage 
and late-season dark red blooms, and boxwood, an ever-
green to provide color during winter. 
 A border landscaping bricks and red mulch complete 
Pierce’s design. 
 The budding landscape artist was assisted by Chad 
Thomas of  C&D Outdoor Improvements. Loni 
Gress was project overseer. 
 Pierce will be graded on his effort and hopes to 
make it his career. “I like doing work like this,” he 
said. 

Reports of illness after weekend 
 Several cases of a similar illness are being investigated 
by Vermilion County Health Department after being 
reported following the Labor Day weekend. 
 “A cluster of reported illnesses,” which primarily in-
cludes vomiting, stomach cramps and diarrhea, is being 
investigated, said Doug Toole, health department direc-
tor of environmental health.  
 As of Friday, 12 people were interviewed “but that’s 
changing frequently,” he said. Some who became ill 
also reported low grade fevers. 
 Many reportedly ate at an undisclosed Hoopeston 
restaurant but Toole said a diagnoses has not been con-
firmed so a connection is not established. 

 Police are investigating a hit-and-run accident re-
ported at 2:07 p.m. Sunday in the alley of the 700 
block of East Honeywell. An unknown vehicle hit and 
broke a Frontier Communications pole. 
 Jeff H. Chandler, 36, of Hoopeston, was arrested 
after an incident at 7:22 p.m. Sunday in the 300 block 
of South Third Street. He was charged with criminal 
trespass to real property after he had previously been 
warmed from the property.  He was taken to the Pub-
lic Safety Building in lieu of bond. 

Sitting pretty 
Louise Bury Nelson, Miss Hoopeston 1941, awaits her turn in the National Sweetcorn Festival Grand Parade. Nelson 

also was recognized at the National Sweetheart Pageant. 

Weather 


