
Nurse Charlotte Strawser points out features in a new operating room to tour-goers at Hoopeston Community Me-

morial Hospital Saturday. The hospital held an open house to unveil newly redone rooms in the emergency and sur-

gery departments. 

Changes allow hospital to offer expanded, private care 
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 Residents who took a tour of newly-redone facilities at 
Hoopeston Community Memorial Hospital Saturday 
echoed the same two comments: how enthusiastic em-
ployees who guided the tours are about the changes and 
how impressed residents were with those changes. 
 The hospital held an open house Saturday to allow 
area residents to view changes to the emergency and 
surgery departments. 

 Renovations will increase the privacy of patients, as 
each of the emergency and inpatient rooms are single-
patient rooms. Only the post-anesthesia area of the two 
new surgery suites can accommodate multiple patients, 
if needed.  
 One of the inpatient suites is aimed at children, thanks 
to the donation of a scale train that can travel around  

See HOSPITAL on other side 



to upgrade the remaining medical/surgical inpatient 
rooms to all private rooms, modernized to match the 
new facility. The cost of that work is currently estimated 
at $100,000 per room. 
 Officials are currently discussing plans for the old ER/
surgery space. Those decisions are expected to be an-
nounced in the fall, Brockus said. 
 The new facilities received a state inspection Monday 
and were set to be in use this week. 

ton. 
 A juvenile boy from Wellington was ticketed for failure 
to reduce speed to avoid an accident at 1:45 p.m. Tuesday 
at Second Avenue and Route 9. 
 Police said the boy, in a 2002 Chevrolet Tracker, col-
lided with a 1998 Dodge driven by Bryan K. Calloway Jr., 
of Hoopeston. 

 Why is one decrepit building still standing after two 
years of complaints while another is torn down imme-
diately? 
 That question was asked by resident Ginger Grant at 
Tuesday’s Hoopeston City Council meeting. 
 Grant, who works at Harris Insurance, said that 
building’s owner has not worked on the building for 
six weeks. Also, she said, a pickup truck has been 
parked on the sidewalk for six months, with barricades 
around that, causing a safety hazard to people to have 
to walk into the street to see southbound traffic. 
 She compared all of that with action taken on the 
former EB Collins building across from the Dairy 
Queen on Main Street. Part of the building fell and the 
rest was demolished in less than two days. 
 Mayor Bill Crusinberry took responsibility for his 
actions, saying “I’ll take the blame,” he said. “I did 
what I thought was right. It was a safety issue.” 
 Crusinberry explained that he was concerned about 
youngsters using the area next to the building as a di-

 SCHMIDT - David Joseph Schmidt, 73, of Hoopes-
ton, died at 4:55 a.m. July 16, 2012, at home. Funeral 
will be at 1 p.m. Thursday at Anderson Funeral Home, 
Hoopeston. Visitation will be 11 a.m.-1 p.m. Thursday 
at the funeral home. Burial will be in Floral Hill Ceme-
tery, Hoopeston. Memorials are suggested to donor’s 
choice. 
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Hospital continued from other side 

track near the ceiling. The train was donated by Hoopes-
ton-based East Central Illinois Model Railroaders from 
funds raised through the group’s annual model train show. 
 A second room is geared towards bariatric patients and a 
third allows for negative pressure, keeping the air inside 
the room from going into other areas. That room would be 
used for things like a patient with tuberculosis, said Kim 
Longfellow of the medical/surgery department. 
 Construction on the project cost $5.8 million, and was 
funded through a partnership with the Carle Development 
Foundation, said Harry Brockus, Hoopeston Regional 
Health Center CEO. Equipment costs totaled $1.7 million 
and includes some leased equipment and some paid from 
cash reserves. 
 Equipment includes new, brighter surgical type lights in 
the emergency rooms and surgery suites, a more precise 
system for sterilizing surgical equipment, including a spe-
cial piece just for colonoscopy tools and new patient beds. 
 The construction project also created a new entrance 
area for ambulances and new emergency room waiting 
area. 
 Brockus said over the next few years, the hospital plans 

Classifieds 
APARTMENTS FOR RENT 

Hoopeston - 1 BR, includes water. $350 rent/$350 dep. Laundry 
onsite. 217-516-8309 

Hoopeston - Small 2+ BR, includes water. $400 rent/$400 dep. 
Laundry onsite. 217-516-8309  

HELP WANTED 

Do you have a passion for serving seniors? RN, LPN needed. 
CNAs all shifts. Dietary manager and kitchen staff, too!  Apply 
online at www.autumnfieldshoopeston.com. 

LEGAL NOTICE 

AN ORDINANCE TO SELL SURPLUS REAL ESTATE: 
 Be it Ordained by the President and Board of Trustees of the 
Village of Rossville, Vermilion County, Illinois That: 
 The Board of Trustees wishes to sell real estate that it has 
determined to be SURPLUS, and further determines it is in the 
best interest of the Village to sell the following property: 
 113 Maple Street Rossville IL. 60963; Tract Nbr. Ross 0572; 
PIN 08-11-606-005. Legal Description: L60 Alvin Gilbert’s Add 
to Village of Rossville, Vermilion County, Illinois. Current Use: 
Vacant Corner Lot at corner of S. Church St. and Maple St. Lot  
size 66’ x 132’. Zoning R-2. 
 Sealed Bids will be accepted until 5:00 p.m. Monday, Au-

gust 20, 2112, at the Rossville Municipal Building at 120 E. 

Attica St. Rossville, IL. 60963. The Board of Trustees reserves 
the right to reject and all bids. 
Passed and Approved this 16th day of July 2012. 

Terry S. Prillaman, Mayor 
Chris White, Village Clerk 

Published July 19, July 26, August 2, 2012 

RUMMAGE SALES 

HOOPESTON: 617 E. Penn. Fri., noon-6, Sat., 7-noon. HUGE 
moving sale: furniture, home décor, clothing & much more! 

HOOPESTON: 705 N. Market. Sat., 8-12. Women’s clothing, 
shoes, misc. 

Call (217) 283-9348 or  email  

publish@justthefacts.net  to place your ad! A model train will give young patients something to 

enjoy while in the hospital. 

rect route from the Vermilion Iron ball fields to the 
Dairy Queen. 
 Grant said the route is not a legal direct route and 
asked if the owner is in compliance with everything 
ordered by the court. 
 City attorney Scott Perkins said the owner’s last 
hearing had to be continued because the officer for 
that appearance was the owner’s former attorney. 
 The owner is expected to appear in Hoopeston City 
Court on August 2, he added. 
 In other business, the council: 
● Approved the annual appropriations, wages and 
salary ranges and prevailing wage ordinances. 
● Approved a $5,000 payment from the façade pro-
gram to Allen Accounting for work done there. Al-
derwoman Sue Comstock said three other businesses 
that did work on their facades under guidelines no 
longer used split $1,000 of façade program money. 
● Heard from Alderwoman Nancy Stipp that a body 
was recently disinterred from Floral Hill Cemetery. 

Hoopeston resident grills mayor on building razing choices 
 Police are investigating a hit-and-run accident re-
ported at 8:30 a.m. Tuesday in the 100 block of North 
Bank Street. An unknown vehicle hit a parked 2005 
Pontiac owned by Jeffrey R. Uppinghouse, of Hoopes-

Trainer lists things athletes  

must do to play 2012-13 sports 
 Hoopeston Area athletic trainer Elissa Hooper has 
compiled a list of things student athletes must do before 
starting fall practice. The list includes: 
 ●Sports Physical: 10-12th grades– filled out com-
pletely and signed by parent and student 
 ●Full School Physical: Ninth graders– gilled out com-
pletely and signed by parent and student 
 ●Athletic Permit Card, filled out completely and 
signed by parent and student 
 ●IHSA Performance Enhancement agreement sheet 
 ●ImPACT baseline test- 9th and 11th grade athletes 
(Soccer, Football, Basketball, Wrestling) 
 ●IHSA Concussion Awareness Sheet: will be handed 
out at parent meeting or first day of practice. Must be 
turned in by August 10, 2012 
 All forms may be picked up and returned to the ath-
letic trainer’s office (located in the high school weight 
room).  
 Questions can be emailed to Hooper at 
elissa.hooper@hoopestoncmh.org. 

Weather 

 Chance of storms today, tonight. High 91, low 67. 
Tomorrow, sunny. High 88, low 64. 
 For current weather conditions, call Hoopeston 
Weather Service, (217) 283-6221. 


