' r Wings are Back!
; Thursdays 5-8
5

0¢ each - dine-in only
Plus full menu
LS 16 oz. drafts 50¢ off mixed drinks|

BJ’s Pumpin
Bar & Package Liquor
1023 W. Main, Hoopeston

Hoopeston Lions Club
“ Sausage
$175p.
Available at

Olympic Hardware
516 N. Dixie Highway

e Greatest Gift You Can Give Your Child:

“ONFIDENCE

A confident child accomplishes more
ind doesn't fear failure. Karate training
benefits your child through Increased
Focus, Better Grades, Improved
Concentration, Self-defense and
Physical Fitness Plus it's FUN!

/isit www.KarateBenefits.com
and sign up for our
19.99 website special!
r's",ii Okinawan
= School of Karate
atesAnti-Bullying Program=Women's Self Defense

Instructor Mike Webb

208 E Main St., Hoopeston
Ph. 217-7T72-1962
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Larry Maynard, Hoopeston Area High School principal, makes a point during Tuesday’s community meeting on the

fate of the school’s football program. Also pictured are head coach Michl Kearney, athletic director Kevin Root,

board president Russ Walder and Superintendent Hank Hornbeck.

HA board: the (foot)ball is in community’s court for now

Whether Hoopeston Area will have a football program
- and what that program will look like - is up to the conr
munity in the short term.

District officials held a meeting Tuesday night to dis-

Hoopeston Junior Women’s Club

unday April 15th 1 to 3 p.m.
McFerren Park Civic Center

10 bracelets for all games and crafis
4 canned goods for §1 off

All proceeds to benefit our area youth organizations

cuss football's future with residents. Approximately 80

parents, students and interested people attended the gath-

ering in the high school auditorium.

See BALL on other side

Be Prﬂpﬂredl

AM/FM/SW/NOAA
Weather Radio

with 5 LED Flashlight
Self-powered

Just. $29-99 Ho'o'pum

Ask for yours
at the office!

1030 W. Chestniut, Hoopeston

Sale ~ Sets & Plant:

Are Sal
Onion Sets $1.45/Ib S$1.
Onion Plants- per bunch
Candy, Red Candy $2.98 S2.

Yellow or White Bermuda $1.50 s1.
Sﬂd potatuas 85¢/lb. |

e

'l'bl\'. Hﬁl.

Computer Repair & Upgra

Affordable in-home service and upgrades
makes and models of desktops and lap
Virus & malware removal. Custom rek
computers for sale. Serving the entir
Hoopeston area. 40+ years experien:

Bob Charbonneau
The Christian Handyma
217-274-12(

Specidlotthe MO

$3%
Mail In Rebate
Sea store
for details

While Supplies Last!

4.

24 oz,

Weed B Gon

Fat ]
Southern Version Available T304

Olympic Hardw.

516 N. Dixie Hwy., Hoopeston M
(217) 283-5186 Open Sundays § B




BHH continued from other side

Coach Michl Kearney told the audience that the main
issue is the lack of players. Last year, he said, the
Comjerkers finished with 16 overworked players and
looking ahead to next year, the varsity team has only
three returning seniors and three returning juniors.

Low numbers are due, in part, to students not want-
ing to commit to the football program. The school’s
welght room 1s open for students interested in being on
the team. Currently, eight students work out. “It tells
me we have a problem,” Kearney said. *I had to go to

BPDNGO

every Thursday 7 p.m.
Hoopeston

American Legion
502 E. Penn

the board of education and say I need your help.”

Another reason for low numbers is ineligibility due
to failing grades, he said.

Kearney presented three options under considera-
tion. Under the first, the football program would be
dropped and Hoopeston Area would find a school to
co-op football. Kearney would resign as head coach
to avold “communities fighting back and forth about
who's going to coach.” Equipment would go to the
cooping district.

Under the second option, the wvarsity schedule
would be kept but there would be no underclass
schedule. Varsity numbers would still be low and, in
the case of next year, where Homecoming is sched-
uled for the seventh week of the season, there might
not be a game if players are “banged up...have con-
cussions...or are ineligible,” he said.

The final option is a three-year plan which calls for
dropping the varsity team the first year and focusing
instead on freshman and sophomores, scheduling
four to five games for them.

Women’s Health Matters
to the team at HRHC

April 23 - April 27

Only $250for a
Screening Mammogram
OR Bone Density test

OOPESTON

REGIOMAL HEALTH CENTER

wpommencn 217.283.8252

Along with learning football strategies, the under-
classmen would receive instruction in how to study
to keep academics up; tutoring, if needed: and
weight training. Kearney would like to take the team
to one college game per year to build team unity.

Under this plan, the district would drop one assis-
tant coach, Kearney would take that salary, dropping
his head coach salary.

The second year, the team would play a complete
IV schedule while maintaining much of the first year
program. The third year would kick off a new era of
Comnjerker football with both JV and varsity teams,
new uniforms, play clocks in both end zones, new
goal posts and a full coaching staff.

Audience members then offered their comments -
some emotional - on the program and options. The
most poignant came from Alex Golladay, one of the
returning senior players.

“Football was the greatest thing that ever happened
to me,” he said. As a sophomore, Golladay received
seven Fs, had an attitude and was disrespectful. Af-
ter football, he now brings home As and Bs and has
completely changed his attitude.

Golladay and other returning players have talked to
40 other students, asking them to join the football
program, but the results were less than hoped for.
“They told me they'd think about it,” he said. “They
told me they'd show up and didn’t,” calling that “a
false commitment.”

Parent Richard Varns talked about the importance
of football, not as a sport but as a means of teaching.
*You have to have the desire to play that game be-
cause it's going to break you in every way imagin-
able,” he said. “I don’t know what it’s going to take
in this town. You cannot let your program shut
down.”

Al Zamorra, owner of Main Street Fitness, urged
parents to step up and encourage students not only to

join the program but also to stay committed. “If we let
our kids not join, that’s what they're going to do.”

High school principal Larry Maynard said a decision
needs to be made by May so that if football is dropped.
schools in the Vermilion Valley Conference can make
appropriate scheduling changes.

After the meeting, the school board met in special
session to discuss public input and get a firm number
from Keamey as to how many players are needed for
the program to move forward. He responded that at
least 10 per grade in 9-12 would be sufficient..

They reached no firm decision but will wait to see if
students sign up and commit to the program. “We’ve
sounded the alarm,” board president Russ Walder said.
“We'll see if they respond.”

Weather ‘:@:

Sunny today. High 61. Tonight, partly cloudy. Low 42
Tomorrow, chance of storms. High 63, low 54.

For current weather conditions, call Hoopeston
Weather Service, (217) 283-6221.

Classifieds

ANNOUNCEMENTS
Countryside open for summer! Lots of sales. Spend $100 on
craft supplies, wallpaper, borders and lace, get $25 back. Not
included in above sale—12 stems silk flowers $2. Bushes §1 and
%2. Egyptian sheets & lots more! Open Fri. & Sat., %12 or call
(217) 283-5133, 217 E Main
APARTMENTS FOR RENT

Clean, quiet 2 BR, 1 bath apt. 723 W. Orange. $385/month
+ utilities. Security deposit and application required. Avail-
able Now. 217-816-9030
2 BR duplex-upstairs unit. $350/mo., includes water, trash.
Available immediately. Call (217) 304-2145

HELP WANTED
Roofers with qualifications for commercial, residential work.
References required. Call (217) 304-0928

HOUSES FOR RENT

3 BR, 1.5 bath, garage, utility room, large enclosed front porch.
$400¥mo., $400 deposit, 1 year lease. No pets, (217) 283-5093

LOST & FOUND
LOST: 17 year old Manchester emier—black, white & brown.
Is eraying and has cataracts. Last seen about a week ago on
Antioch Road Please call (217) 283-2328

MISCELLANEOUS FOR SALE
Great summer time fun! 24" round grain bin style pool with larze
deck 2,500, without deck $1.500. pump, filter, vacuum & ex-
tras included. Hoopeston. (217) 495-2274
Call (217) 283-9348 or email
publish @ justthefacts.net to place your ad!




