
 Thursday, March 8, 2012 

www.justthefacts.net 

publish@justthefacts.net 

Council locks in electric rate, expects to save over $62,000 
A deal approved by the Hoopeston City Council Tues-

day night is expected save the city more than $62,000 
over the next three years. 

The council approved purchasing electricity from 
APPI Energy at 4.204 cents per kilowatt hour. “It seems 
like now is the time to do it,” said Alderman Bill Good-
wine, finance committee chairman.  

The cost of electricity may vary in the market, but the 
city will pay the new rate for the next 36 months. The 
rate is less than what the city has previously paid, in-
cluding a high of nine cents per kilowatt hour in 2008. 
“Better to do it now than three years ago,” he said. 

In other business: 
●Alderman Carl Ankenbrand reminded residents that 
the civic center is open for adult walkers and that chil-
dren must be supervised. There was recent vandalism at 
the civic center, he said. 
 Also, the city is seeking bids for spraying the parks 
and a 60”, 0-turn radius mower with 35-40 hp, and will 
be hiring high school and college students as lifeguards, 
as well as a pool manager and assistant manager. 
●Heard from Alderwoman Nancy Stipp that cemetery 
workers will begin removing winter grave sprays Thurs-
day. 

Old friends are new drivers of Hoopeston Multi Agency bus 

STEVE BANE AND JIM GOODRUM 

 They’ve been friends, fishing bud-
dies and police officers. Now, Steve 
Bane and Jim “Fuzzy” Goodrum are 
back together in new roles. 
 The two are new drivers of the 
Hoopeston Multi Agency bus. 
 Bane started driving in November 
2011 and Goodrun in early February. 
“Steve called me said ‘you want to 
drive?’ Goodrum said. “I enjoy it. He 
said I would.” 
 The men bring their sharp senses of 
humor on each trip. An example: 
“You know how many women I pick 
up a day,” Bane asked.  
 The duo provide teasing along with 
the trips. It seems to be a hit with rid-
ers. 
 “They love me,” Bane said. 
 “They tease me as much as we tease  
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them,” Goodrum said. 
 The two divided up the schedule so that one works 
Monday-Wednesday of one week, while the other picks 
up Thursday and Friday plus Monday-Wednesday the 
following week, giving the other a full week off. 
 The men go the extra mile for their riders, carrying in 
groceries and helping in other ways. In return, they are 
sometimes treated to homemade cookies or candy. 
 HMA director Chalmers Flint said theirs is the only 
transportation system that allows drivers to be so help-
ful, in part to show appreciation to the seniors who sup-
port the service. 
 The suggested cost of a ride is $1 per stop for seniors 
and the disabled and $2 per stop for everyone else. Sen-
ior citizens - those 60 and older - are good about paying, 
realizing the importance of the service. “Ninety nine 
percent of them pay,” Flint said. If other riders don’t 
start paying their share, service may be limited to seniors 
and the disabled only, he added. 
 The van budget is set up so that a third comes from 
Grant Township Community Fund, a third from CRIS 
Senior Services in Danville and the final third from rid-
ers. Together, the funding sources must come up with 
the $24,000-$28,000 needed to keep the wheels rolling. 
 Money raised pays for fuel, insurance, maintenance 
and minimum wage for Goodrum and Bane. With fuel 
prices rising, funding is getting stretched further and the 
bus needs new tires. “That will cost about $1,200,” Flint 
said. 
 The transportation program has a couple of anony-
mous donors who send money directly to the fuel sup-
plier. “We appreciate that,” Flint said. 
 Effective Monday, costs will rise a bit as bus hours 
will be lengthened when the service will begin at 9:30, 
instead of the current 10 a.m. The change, Flint said, is 
to accommodate riders who have doctors appointments. 
 For more information, or to donate, call the Multi 
Agency, (217) 283-5544. 

 Thunderstorms likely today. High 52. Tonight, partly 
cloudy. Low 31. Tomorrow, sunny. High 45, low 30. 
 For current weather conditions, call Hoopeston 
Weather Service, (217) 283-6221. 

Classifieds 
APARTMENTS FOR RENT 

Upstairs Apartment House- Hoopeston, 3 Bedroom, 1 Bath, 
Garage Space $375 plus Sec. Deposit. References, Background 
check. Avail: March 15th 217-304-3477 after 4pm 

Layden Manor Apartments: Taking applications for a 2 bed-
room, second floor apartment with many upgrades.  Call Dawn 
at 217-304-1761. 

HELP WANTED 

Short order cooks needed for Hoopeston restaurant. Full and part 
time positions available. Call (217) 495-1680 for more informa-
tion. 

HOUSES FOR RENT 

Large 4 bedroom house for rent in Wellington $450/month 217 
260 4101 

PETS 

Free to good home:  2 beautiful, well-mannered, gentle, obedient  
2 yr old pit bulls – 1 male & 1 female. Owner is moving. Please 
call 217-772-1244 after 5 pm 

Call (217) 283-9348 or email  
publish@justthefacts.net to place your ad! 
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