Fish Fry =
5-8 p.m. Friday
American Legion

502 E. Penn, Hoopeston
Serving Cod, Tenderloins, Shrimp, Chicken &
Chicken Tenders with salad plus choice of
fries, onion rings or kettle fries
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Representative sponsors bill to dump state’s estate tax

PONTIAC—State Rep. Jason Barickman (R-
Champaign) has introduced legislation that would elimi-
nate the state portion of the estate tax. Barickman says
that the tax unfairly targets farmers and business owners
who inherit property from deceased heirs.

“The estate tax is unfair in its’ very nature. There is no
reason relatives and those who inherit property from the
deceased should be taxed a second time on that very
same property,” said Barickman. “We are talking about
family farms and locally owned businesses that have
been handed down for generations. Why should those
who have worked their entire lives making their family
business or family farm successful be punished with an
inflated tax simply because of a death in the family?”

House Bill 4998 would repeal the Illinois portion of
the estate tax. Currently, Illinois offers an exemption for
estates valued under $3 million. That exemption will be
raised to $3.5 million in 2013. The federal exemption is
set at $5 million, with estates valued above that level
being taxed at a 35% rate. Illinois levies a 7.2% to 16%
tax rate on estates worth over $3 million. Due to these
rates, some individuals will pay taxes as high as 51% on
farms or businesses being passed down a generation.
Barickman says the high tax rates have forced many
families to sell pieces, or all, of family farms or busi-
nesses just to pay the taxes.

In 2010 Illinois did not impose a death tax. When the
Democrats voted to increase income taxes by 67% in
January 2011, they reinstated the estate tax. Late last
year, the General Assembly passed legislation increas-
ing the estate tax exemption to $3 million, and subse-
quently $3.5 million.

Barickman said while he supports proposals to in-
crease the estate tax exemption, the best way to protect
farmers and businesses and the jobs they provide is to do
away with the Illinois portion of the tax entirely. Barick-

man said ending the estate tax will help preserve family
farms and small businesses for future generations.

“This is not a new concept. In fact, for the entire 2010
year our state did not impose death taxes. So I think this
is a very reasonable proposal that can be put into law
and provide a level of future predictability for farmers
and business owners,” Barickman said. “We really need
to get away from the band-aid approach to governing
and offer comprehensive solutions. Businesses need to
be able to plan five and ten years in advance, and they
want to see long term solutions to these types of issues.

See ESTATE on other side

B2 Last Construction

BOBBROWN™

General Contractor

Get your home
Ready for Winter!

Great new Pricing on

#Windows  #Siding
#Doors #Gutters
#Porches #Decks

Call for free Estimates

Commercial and Residential Services
Fully Insured

217-7T72-1202

Bob@huilt?la stconstruction.com

*New Legacy Greeting Cards
*New shawls, blouses, vests, belts
+$St. Patrick’s Day is next!
Balloons, ribbon, Shamrocks, green carnations
*Daily cut flower specials arrangements
Cash & Carry $15

mummwn%cs& H ﬂpin?lﬂ!l

It's never too late to start saving for retirement!
Stop in today and learn the facts about
an Individual Retirement Accour}JL

Communily Ranfor
Hoopeston, lllinois 3%

Member FDIC
Your hometown bank since 1913

221 Bank St. (217) 283-7733 Rtes. 1&9 283-9723
Visit our website at www.hoopestonbank.com!

St. Anthony Parish
Youth Group & Friends
12th Annual

Jambaloya Dinner
Mardi Cras Port

‘Les bon temps roulette” -
Proceeds go toward our Mission Trip to New Orleans gt

Mardi Gras Evening
Tuesday, February 21

thony Parish Hall ;
Serving from 4:30 to 7 p.m.

Adults $10- Under 8, $5

: Buy 5 tickets, get the 6th FREE

4 Walk-ins welcome! Takeouts available! ;

Pt For party tables, advance tickets,

or rides, please call Bill Goodwine, °
ks (217) 283-9683




TYePIT STOP
ENST LnNES

Friday: Cod, Rib eye, Italian Beef
Open Bowling all day
Saturday: Prime Rib, Rib eye
Open Bowling all day,
Cosmic Bowling all night

Sunday: NO open Bowling
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HOOPESTON ROCK
SERVICE

DRIVEWAY & PARKING LOT GRADING
RESIDENTIAL, COMMERCIAL, INDUSTRIAL
NEW DRIVEWAY INSTALLATION
ROCK & DIRT

DAN SHEEHAN
217-304-5052

www.hoopestonrockngrading.com

Funding issues impact helpless among us
There was recently another report in a newspaper of
the Vermilion County nursing home dilemma. This is
not the only one with continuing financial problems.
Much is due to the lack of faster state-promised funds
from Medicaid and subsequently, the total overhaul of
our medical system if the federal government has its
way (we pray not!). Changes coming have already been
sent out to hospitals and other health care providers to
start putting in place the dictates when the plans are to

Estate continued from other side
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United Samaritans Medical Center

One and two year extensions create confusion and make
it difficult for investors and job providers to gain confi-
dence in our economic system. Given our state’s recent
history of tax increases and budget problems, how can
you blame them for wanting a certain level of predict-
ability regarding Illinois tax policy?”

House Bill 4998 is currently awaiting action by the
House Rules Committee.

be implemented, some now and others totally in a cou-
ple years.

In the meantime, our elderly and disabled in the nurs-
ing homes, assisted living and at home have been se-
verely impacted due to lack of funding for the ever-
growing needy. How long will those assisted living

situations that currently receive Medicaid fund-
Police News "ﬁ

Roy Zamora Jr., 20, of Hoopeston, was ticketed for
no valid drivers license, no valid registration and
improper backing after an accident at 7:52 a.m.
Wednesday.

Police said Zamora, in a 1990 GMC truck, backed
into the 800 block of East Seminary and was struck
by a 2002 Dodge Durango driven by Roselyn E.
Norman, also of Hoopeston.

No injuries were reported.

Obituaries

GOBLE—Ralph Goble, 85, of Danville, died at
1:24 p.m. Wednesday, Feb. 15, 2012, at home. Ar-
rangements are pending at Anderson Funeral Home,
Hoopeston.

ing be able to continue care for so many? And those who
are able to live alone at home (the best place) with some
help for housekeeping, grocery shopping and some per-
sonal care? Hard to believe but there are many more living
at home than in nursing homes.

Basically, what they are saying to them is: "We no
longer need you since you are not able to work and pay
taxes to support "our" current lifestyles? So....." Fill in the
blanks.

God have mercy on us who fail to help those who are
helpless because we are so selfish. God bless those taking
care of family and friends the best they can.

Alice Lawrence Fink
Hoopeston

Letters to the Editor policy
Just the Facts welcomes letters to the editor. Letters must
be signed by the writer and must include a daytime phone
number for verification. Letters must be in good taste and
of general interest to readers. Unsigned letters will not be
published. Letters may be mailed to P.O. Box 441, Hoop-

Classifieds

Weather

Chance of rain/snow today. High 37. Tonight, chance
of flurries. Low 14. Tomorrow, sunny. High 23, low 12.
Sunday, sunny. High 28, low 19.

For current weather conditions,
Weather Service, (217) 283-6221.

call Hoopeston
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HELP WANTED

Experienced floral designer needed at Welcome Home Gifts,
Hoopeston. Part time. Call (815) 528-0743
Hoopeston Area CUSD #11 has an opening for the following
positions:
ePart-time Personal Aide at Maple. Position hours are 12- 3
p-m. and start date is as soon as possible.
eFull-time Personal Aide
Applications are available online only at Hoopeston Area
CUSD's website, www.hoopeston.k12.il.us

HOUSES FOR RENT
1 BR in Hoopeston. First, last month’s rent required. Please call
(217) 283-7039 and leave name and phone number.

PETS

Free to good home: 2 beautiful, well-mannered, gentle, obedient
2 yr old pit bulls — 1 male & 1 female. Owner is moving. Please
call 217-772-1244 after 5 pm

Call (217) 283-9348 or email
publish @ justthefacts.net to place your ad!




