
 Don and Deanna Witzel, own-
ers and operators of Vermilion 
County McDonald’s, welcomed 
the chief operating officer of 
McDonald’s USA to Hoopeston 
Tuesday morning. 
 Jim Johannsesen, executive 
vice president, COO, was joined 
by Lee Renz, senior vice presi-
dent, chief restaurant officer of 
McDonald’s USA. 
 The executives toured the 
newly-constructed Hoopeston 
McDonalds, which opened in October. The design of 
the new restaurant, known as Small Town Retail, 
was the first such built in the Chicago region and in 
the state of Illinois. 
 In addition to visiting the restaurant, a number of 
community leaders met with the McDonald’s execu-
tives to share stories of how the Witzels have im-
pacted Vermilion County. 
 The leadership group provided details of fundrais-
ing activities in the community, school-based educa-
tion programs, community support for both Vermil-
ion County hospitals, as well as what the new store 
has meant to Hoopeston. 

McDonald’s corporate officials visit Hoopeston restaurant 
 “We were very excited to show 
off our new store in Hoopeston,” 
Don Witzel said. 
 “To have the COO of McDon-
ald’s USA take time to visit 
Hoopeston, meet with our staff 
and community leaders was a 
real honor,” Deanna Witzel 
added. “We are very proud of 
what has been accomplished in 
our commuity and to share that 
today meant the world to us.” 
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Name the new nursing home 
 Hoopeston Regional Health Center is reaching out to 
the community to find a new name for the new nursing 
home. Ideas may be submitted to Tanya McVicker, 
Tanya.mcvicker@hoopestoncmh.org or (217) 283-
5531, ext. 255, until the end of February.  The winner 
will receive public recognition for his/her suggestion. 



state raised personal income taxes by 67 percent, Illinois 
has a bill backlog of about $8.5 billion. 
 A Jan. 19 Chicago Tribune editorial praised Senate 
GOP efforts, saying: "Republicans in the Illinois Senate 
are voluntarily suspending their participation in the tui-
tion waiver program that has brought so much dishonor 
— and so much dishonorable conduct — to the General 
Assembly." 
  The newspaper then chided Democrat leaders for their 
refusal to end the program, pointing out that the Senate 
Republican action "raises an obvious question for De-
mocratic legislators...What, exactly, is your problem? 
Do you think citizens by the millions haven't learned 
what a rip-off you're perpetuating?"  
  Many Senate Republicans have consistently sponsored 
legislation to end the program. As recently as last fall, a 
measure that would have ended the program was 
blocked by Democrat leadership. That bill, which origi-
nally would have made some reforms to the program but 
left it in place, was amended by the Governor to com-
pletely eliminate waivers. Although the Senate Republi-
can sponsor of the bill had urged the Governor to make 
those changes and supported them, the Legislature's 
Democrat leaders blocked consideration of the proposal. 
Already this year, at least one new measure (SB 2570) 
was introduced by two Senate Republicans to repeal the 
program. 
 The legislative tuition waivers are awarded to students 
at Illinois public universities. There are no academic 
standards or requirements that scholarships be based on 
need. Because scholarships are not paid for by the legis-
lature and universities receive no financial support for 
the program, costs are passed on to other students. 

of the European Union states. With those downgrades, 
Illinois now shares the same credit rating as Slovenia. 
 According to the Comptroller, more than $5.15 billion in 
Fiscal Year 2012 funds were swallowed up by bills that 
were accumulated in Fiscal Year 2011. Pushing off costs 
from one fiscal year to the next, without reducing spend-
ing will contribute to an expected deficit at the end of the 
current fiscal year. 
This week’s ‘Only in Chicago’ 
 On a couple different occasions, we have used this space 
to discuss the upcoming G8 and NATO summits that are 
occurring in May, but one line from a January 18 Chicago 

Tribune article just sticks out as absurd. 
 “Earlier, aldermen voted 41-5 to give [Mayor Rahm] 
Emanuel blanket spending authority.” That quote is amaz-
ing because it confirms what most downstaters already 
assumed, the Chicago City Council is nothing more than a 
rubberstamp for whatever the Mayor wants or needs. 

  The Comptroller's report is the latest in a long list of 
negative news about Illinois' financial management. 
Earlier this month, one major bond rating agency low-
ered Illinois' credit rating to the worst in the nation. Co-
incidentally, that same rating agency recently reviewed 
the finances of European nations and downgraded many 

 Chance of freezing rain today. High 42. Tonight, partly 
cloudy. Low 25. Tomorrow, sunny. High 42, low 28. 
 For current weather conditions, call Hoopeston Weather 
Service, (217) 283-6221. 

Weather 

Classifieds 
APARTMENTS FOR RENT 

Clean, quiet 2 BR, 1 bath apt. 723 W. Orange. $385/month + 
utilities. Security deposit and application required. Available 
Now.  Mike 312-371-8585 

HELP WANTED 

Sales Representative-Full Time-Cellular One 
We are seeking a self-motivated person with excellent com-
munication and problem-solving skills for our Hoopeston 
Location. Previous sales and/or customer service experi-
ence, computer knowledge and strong technical aptitude 
required. This position is full-time and includes Saturdays. 
Competitive compensation and benefits package. If inter-
ested, please send your resume to: Brenda Judy, Cellular 
One, 301 E Main St., Hoopeston, IL 60942 

Call (217) 283-9348 or email  

publish@justthefacts.net to place your ad! www.justthefacts.net 

 McCRAY - Avis W. McCray, 85, of Cissna Park, 
died at 4:30 p.m. Monday, Jan. 23, 2012, at Hoopeston 
Community Memorial Nursing Home. Funeral service 
will be at 10:30 a.m. Friday at Knapp Funeral Home, 
Cissna Park. Burial will be in Amity Cemetery, Good-
wine. Visitation will be 4-7 p.m. Thursday at the funeral 
home. Memorials are suggested to Claytonville United 
Brethren Church or United Brethren Missions Dept., 
Huntington, Ind. 

Obituaries 

Youth to sell sub sandwiches 
 Youth from First Presbyterian Church of Hoopes-
ton are selling sub sandwiches for Super Bowl Sun-
day. Cost is $5 per sub or three for $13. Available 
ingredients are meats, cheeses, veggies, white or 
whole grain bunds and sauces. A meal of sandwich, 
chips and a cookie will be available for $7 each or 
three for $20. 
 To place an order, call the church, 283-6229, by 
February 1. Orders may be picked up at the church 
on February 5 or request in-town delivery at no extra 
charge. Proceeds will support the summer youth mis-
sion trip to Washington, DC. 

   Briefly 
Senior citizen meeting 

 Rossville senior citizens are invited to the Rossville 
Fire Station at 1 p.m. Thursday for a senior citizen gath-
ering. 

Birthday open house 
 An open house celebrating Bob Clem’s 80th birth-
day will be held from 1-3 p.m. Saturday at the Hoop-
eston First Presbyterian Church. No gifts please, but 
cards would be appreciated. The event is being 
hosted by Bob’s children and grandchildren. 

Sweetheart Banquet 
 Hoopeston Area High School Student Council is 
sponsoring the 21st annual Senior Citizen Sweetheart 
Banquet on Tuesday, Feb. 14, beginning at 12:30 
p.m.  in the high school gym.  Hoopeston Area or 
Rossville senior citizens planning to attend should  
call 283-6668 and leave their names and number in 
their party by February 3. 

Softball meeting 
 Hoopeston Area Softball Association will meet at 4 
p.m. Sunday at Hoopeston City Hall. 

By State Sen. Shane Cultra 

 ONARGA—Senate Republicans announced they will 
voluntarily walk away from the controversial and scandal-
prone Legislative Scholarships Program, State Sen. Shane 
Cultra (R-Onarga) said. Senate Republicans hoped their 
decision will pressure Democrat colleagues to also give up 
the costly and politically-charged perk. 
 Also during the week, Comptroller Judy Baar Topinka 
released a new report that estimates that one year after the 

Cultra’s Clips: Republicans to walk away from scholarship waivers; comptroller announces continued bad financial news 


