
 Thursday, October 13, 2011 

to raise money to pay for the Hunter and 
Caleb Coon’s education. 
 The memorial is fitting, as Mr. Coon, 
who grew up in Hoopeston, was a motor-
cycle enthusiast. 
 Registration for the ride will be held 
from 10:30 a.m. until noon at Frasca Air-
port, Urbana. Cost is $20 per bike, which 
will include passenger and one marble 
hand. Additional hands are available for 
$5. While geared to motorcycles, all ve- 

See RIDE on other side 

 Chris Coon served the area for many 
years, as Rossville police officer, as 
Emergency Medical Technician (EMT) 
and paramedic in Hoopeston, and  as a 
flight paramedic for Air Life. 
 Now friends are banding together to 
raise money to help pay for his sons’ 
education. 
 Mr. Coon died November 9, 2010, 
leaving two sons, Caleb and Hunter. A 
“Wings for Chris” memorial ride and 
marble run will be held Sunday, Oct. 16, 

Memorial ride honors deceased former EMT/policeman 

every Thursday  7 p.m. 

Hoopeston  

American Legion 
502 E. Penn Chris, Caleb and Hunter 

Coon 



 Thunderstorms today. High 68. Tonight, mostly 
cloudy. Low 49. Tomorrow, breezy. High 64, low 45. 
 For current weather conditions, call Hoopeston 
Weather Service, (217) 283-6221. 

president of the National Education Association teach-
ers’ union. 
 According to TRS, Weaver’s last state salary was 
from employment as a public school teacher in Harvey, 
earning $60,000 in the 1995-96 school year. Weaver’s 
pension is based not just on public school work but also 
on 12 years of work for  the NEA and the Illinois Edu-
cation Association, and his final salary at the NEA.  
 To curb abuses, Cultra and others have introduced 
Senate Bill 2499 to repeal the union service credit for 
any new hires in all 10 public retirement systems, in-
cluding the five Chicago systems,  Teachers Retirement 
System, State University Retirement System, suburban 
and downstate police and fire funds and the Illinois 

Ride continued from other side 

hicles are welcome.  
 Stops will include The Oasis in Penfield; Hoopes-
ton Ambulance, Hoopeston; Billy Bob’s in Odgen, 
then back to Frasca Airport.  
 Vehicles will be at the airport by 3:30 p.m. After-
the-ride events will include a silent auction, food and 
DJ. T-shirts and Memorial Wings will soon be avail-
able for purchase at www.wingsforchris.com 
 For more information, call Dale Grimm, (217) 202-
7858. 

 THOMAS - Paul E. Thomas, 70, of Cissna Park, 
died Monday, Oct. 10, 2011, at Iroquois Memorial 
Hospital, Watseka. Funeral service will be at 10:30 
a.m. Thursday at Trinity Lutheran Church, Cissna 
Park. Burial will be in Cissna Park Cemetery. Visita-
tion was 4-7 p.m. Wednesday at Knapp Funeral 
Home, Cissna Park, and will be one hour before ser-
vice Thursday at the church. Memorials are sug-
gested to Paul E. Thomas Memorial Fund. 

Classifieds 
HELP WANTED 

Applications being taken for a part time bartender at Hoopeston 

American Legion. Applications can be picked up Wed.-Sat., 

after 3 p.m. Experience not required. 

Hoopeston Area CUSD #11 is seeking applications for a Fresh-

men Boys Basketball Coach. Application is available online at 

www.hoopeston.k12.il.us, click on Vacancy/Application. 

HOUSES FOR RENT 

2 BR, very nice on inside. Storage shed. $450/mo. + deposit. 

Available Saturday (815) 644-0963. 

MISCELLANEOUS FOR SALE 

Heavy duty 3 point log splitter w/new cylinder; 6’ 3 point blade. 

(217) 283-7089 

Pool table, GE electric stove, couch, room divider plus other 

items. Please call (217) 283-6857 or (217) 772-1154 

RUMMAGE SALES 

ROSSVILLE: 508 S. Chicago. Fri., 4:3 0-?, Sat., 7:30 a.m.-? 

You won’t want to miss this one! 

HOOPESTON: 858 E. Maple (in alley) Fri. & Sat. 8-4. Lots of 

misc. 

HOOPESTON: 724 E. Main. Fri. 1-6, Sat. 8-noon. Large multi-

family sale! 

Call (217) 283-9348 or email  

publish@justthefacts.net to place your ad! 

Weather 

Obituaries 

 ONARGA—Pension scandal after scandal continues 
to rock the confidence of employees and retirees who 
dedicate their lives to public service. As a result, State 
Sen. Shane Cultra (R-Onarga) is cosponsoring legisla-
tion to curb the abuses.   
 Using pension system loopholes, high-ranking union 
officials, who previously worked for governmental 
units, have collected their public sector pensions based 
on their final union salary and have been given pension 
credit for the years they worked at the union. 
 “Please make no mistake about this proposal – this is 
not an attack on current employees or retirees. What it 
is – an attempt to stop some of the abuses that take 
away pension dollars from dedicated public servants,” 
he said.  While Chicago union pension perks have 
drawn attention recently, similar abuses have occurred 
at state systems. The second-highest pension benefit 
being paid by Teachers Retirement System (TRS), cov-
ering all suburban and downstate public school teach-
ers, tops $242,000 a year and is given to Reginald 
Weaver, who retired in September 2008 as national 

Municipal Retirement Fund. Current union staffers will 
also be banned earning any more of these pension sweet-
eners. 

State Senator Cultra co-sponsors legislation to curb Illinois pension system abuses 
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