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5-7 p.m. Thursday at Sunset Funeral Home  and Crema-
tion Center, Danville. Cremation rites will be accorded. 
No services or burial have been scheduled. Memorials 
are suggested to Chrisman Park and Recreation Com-
mittee in Rossville. 

Hoopeston man killed by train  
 ROSSVILLE—Rossville police and the Vermilion 
County Coroner’s office are investigating the death of a 
Hoopeston man struck by a train early Thursday. 
 Derek A. Rutledge, 28, of Hoopeston, was pro-
nounced dead at 3:05 a.m., after being struck, while on 
foot, by a southbound train. The accident occurred near 
Greet Street. 
 An autopsy is being scheduled. Further details were 
unavailable at press time. 

Police News 

 Thomas E. Mills, 80, of Rossville, died at 2:56 a.m. 
Tuesday, Aug. 9, at Carle Foundation Hospital, Urbana. 
 Mr. Mills owned Mills Publication in Hoopeston, 
then-owner of the Hoopeston Chronicle. He was also 
president and editor of Illinois Wildlife Federation and 
served on the Rossville Village, Rossville Park and 
Community Bank boards. 
 Mr. Mills was also the driving force behind a multi-
part video history of Hoopeston during its heyday. 
 He is survived by his wife, Maxine, of Rossville, three 
sons, Tim, Mark and Joe; grandchildren and great-
grandchildren. 
 Memorial visitation to celebrate his life was held from 

Former newspaper publisher, wildlife activist dies 

 Olivia A. Strawser, 17, of Hoopeston, was ar-
rested after a traffic stop at 10:34 a.m. Wednesday at 
East Seminary and Fourth St. She was charged with 
no valid driver’s license, failure to yield, and opera- 

See POLICE on other side 

      Fish Fry 
    5-8 p.m. Friday 

American Legion 
502 E. Penn, Hoopeston 

Also chicken, shrimp, chicken tenders 
Meal includes ALL NEW SALAD BAR, French 

fries or onion rings, plus baked beans, roll 

Scott Pittman featured on the piano 



 Mostly sunny today. High 82. Tonight, chance of thunder-
storms. Low 64. Tomorrow and Sunday, chance of storms. 
High Saturday 81, low 63; Sunday, high 78, low 60. 
 For current weather conditions, call Hoopeston Weather 
Service, (217) 283-6221. 

Police continued from other side 

tion of an uninsured motor vehicle. 
 Strawser was released on notices to appear in 
court. 
 An Ameren employee reported at 11:28 a.m. 
Wednesday that an unknown person or people have 
been using electricity from the utility’s power line in 
the 7009 block of South Sixth Avenue without au-
thorization. 

 Mersaydes Dampier, 7, of Hoopeston, daughter of 
Michael and Destiny Hicks, has been chosen as the State 
Finalist in the National American Miss Illinois State 
Pageant to be held Sunday and Monday, September 4 & 
5, at Pheasant Run Resort in St. Charles. 
 The National American Miss pageants are held for 
ages 4 - 18, and have five age divisions. 
     Mersaydes will compete in the Princess age division 
against other young ladies across the state. The winner 
will receive $1,000 cash, the official crown and banner, 
a trophy, roses, air transportation and sponsor fees paid 
to compete in the national pageant in California where 
she will also receive a complimentary tour of Holly-
wood and two free tickets to Disneyland. 
 The National American Miss pageants are dedicated to 
celebrating America's future leaders, and equipping 
them with life-long skills. Each year, the pageant awards 
$1.5 million in cash, scholarships, and other prizes, 
which includes a new Ford Mustang convertible. 
 Activities and competitions are kept age appropriate in 
National American Miss pageants. Girls under 12 are 

not allowed to 
wear make-up, 
and there is no 
swimsuit compe-
tition. The pag-
eant program is 
based on inner-
beauty as well as 
poise and presen-
tation, and offers 
an "All-American 
spirit of fun for 
f a m i l y  a n d 
friends."  Empha-
sis is put on the 
importance of 
gaining self con-
fidence, learning 
good sportsman-
ship, and setting and achieving goals.  
 Families interested in learning more about the youth 
program may visit www.namiss.com or call 800-655-
9390. 
 Mersaydes’ activities include membership in the Ira 
Own Kreager American Legion Post #384 junior auxil-
iary in Hoopeston, volunteering for the Vermilion 
County Clean Up Day in which she helped plant flowers 

in downtown Hoopeston and taking part in Hoopeston's 
Sweetcorn Festival parade as part of the Legion's junior 
auxiliary. She also enjoys singing, dancing, reading, learn-
ing to play the guitar and movies. 
     Her sponsors include Dick Jones, Inc.. T. Keith Hicks 
of Mesa, AZ, and Anthem Chevrolet Buick. She is still 
accepting sponsorship donations from local and area busi-
nesses. For more information, contact her mother, Destiny 
Hicks, 217-495-0344. 

Classifieds 
LOST & FOUND 

Found: grey and white kitten in 600 block of E. Penn. Very 

friendly and cuddly. If yours, call (217) 390-0027. 

RUMMAGE SALES 

HOOPESTON: 623 S. 5th Ave. Fri. & Sat., 8-? Gently used 
clothing sized 12-14-16, $1-$10; misc. 

HOOPESTON: 624 E. Honeywell. Sat., 7-11 a.m. Misc. house-
hold items, furniture, lawn & garden tools, clothes, kid stuff, too 
much to list! 

HOOPESTON: 813 E. McCracken. Thurs., Fri., Sat., 8-4. Multi 
family sale. New items daily. 

HOOPESTON: 725 W. Washington. Fri. & Sat., 8-? Dish-
washer, end tables, young women’s clothes, lots of misc, cook-
books. 

HOOPESTON: 710 N. Market (in alley). Sat., 8-12. Boys cloth-
ing 0-4T, boys winter coats, fall jackets, shoes, girls junior size 
clothes, women’s clothing (all sizes), men’s clothing (L-XL), 
scrub tops and pants, baby items, prom dresses, DVDs, lots of 
misc. 

HOOPESTON: Good Shepherd Lutheran Church Annual Sale 
302 N Market. Saturday, 8-1. Rain or Shine -  Sale outside and 
inside! Something for Everyone! 

HOOPESTON: 521 E. Penn (in alley). Fri. & Sat., 8-1. Lots of 
stuff! 

HOOPESTON: 702 E. Lincoln. Sat., 8-2. Boys & girls clothes, 
CDs, toys, bicycles, misc. 

SERVICES 

Pampered Pet Grooming, Lots of TLC, Pets are people, too. 
(217) 339-2340. 

Looking for cleaning jobs-homes or business. Also small paint 
jobs, inside/out. Can help organize your life. Jen (217) 772-1869 

Call (217) 283-9348 or email  

publish@justthefacts.net to place your ad! 

Local girl accepted as state finalist in National American Miss Illinois State Pageant 

MERSAYDES DAMPIER 

Weather 


