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Wind farm letter not entirely accurate

The Tuesday, May 24 issue of “Just The Facts”
contained a letter to the editor from The Horseshoe
Wind Farm Negotiating Committee stating much
inaccurate information. One example is the state-
ment that Stockland Fire Protection District received
over $20,000 from EON, the present owner of the
Settler’s Trail LLC building the Sheldon, IL wind
farm. The fire district actually received $11,190
towards the purchase of USED “Jaws of Life” type
rescue equipment. But there is more to the story.
This donation was not just from the goodness of
EON’s heart.

EON Corporation needs to run underground, high
voltage power lines throughout the wind farm. In
order to do this they need to be granted an easement
through the various drainage districts in the area.
When cables are buried in the drainage districts’
rights of way it leads to more difficulty in mainte-
nance of the drainage system in the future and more
expense. Any digging involves avoiding cables and
liability if cables are damaged.
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BOWEN - Margaret E. (Probasco) Bowen, 75, of
Watseka, formerly of Milford, died Saturday, May 28,
2011, at Watseka Rehab & Health Care Center. Grave-
side service will be at 11 a.m. Thursday at Sugar Creek
Cemetery, Stockland. Memorials may be made to a
charity of the donor’s choice. Knapp Funeral Home,
Milford, was in charge of arrangements.

JUDY - Melva Judy, 56, of Potomac, died at 11:27
p.m. Tuesday, May 31, 2011, at home. Arrangements
are pending at Anderson Funeral Home, Hoopeston.

PUTNAM - Juanita (Melin) Putnam, 92, of Hoopes-
ton, died at 4:45 p.m. Monday, May 30, 2011, at Hoop-
eston Community Memorial Hospital. Funeral Mass
will be at 10 a.m. Thursday at St. Anthony Catholic
Church, Hoopeston. There will be no visitation. Rosary
will be recited for the family at 9:15 a.m. Thursday at
Brown-Alkire Funeral Home, Hoopeston. Memorials
are suggested to Hoopeston Public Library or St. Vin-
cent DePaul Society of the church.

Coon Creek Drainage District entered into negotia-
tions with EON for compensation for future costs
that will be encountered. EON flatly refused to pro-
vide monetary compensation to any of the drainage
districts within its wind farm footprint, only promis-
ing to repair any immediate damage it might do. To
avoid any litigation that might occur with EON from
refusing to grant an easement, the Coon Creek Com-
missioners suggested a donation of rescue equipment
that might benefit the entire Stockland community in
which the majority of Coon Creek lies. EON seized
upon this opportunity as a PR coup and arranged
with a fire equipment supplier for some old, but ser-
viceable equipment to be donated.

In the meantime a contract was signed with EON
stating that any cables must be buried at least six feet
deep through the easement. EON promised to allow
the commissioners to be present during the laying of
the cable to be sure terms of the contract were met.
One day I discovered the cable was buried without
the promised notification. Now there is no way of
knowing if the cable is buried six inches deep or
sixteen feet deep.

In conclusion, EON’s donation was a payoff to
Coon Creek Drainage District, and the other districts
in the area, for them to go away. Make no mistake,
it was appreciated by the community, but it saved
EON tens of thousands of dollars in compensation
that should have gone to the various drainage dis-
tricts.

I believe examples such as this are part of the rea-
son the Iroquois County Board is very cautious about
lifting the moratorium on new wind farm construc-
tion until they are very sure everyone will be ade-
quately protected. We are fortunate to have a board
whose majority is more concerned about the health,
safety, well-being, and property values of its citizens

than the desire to make a quick buck.

Marvin Stichnoth

Former Chief, Retired,

Stockland Fire Protection District
Commissioner, Coon Creek Drainage District
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APARTMENTS FOR RENT
Riverview Apartments, Rossville. 1 BR, laundry facilities avail-
able. $340/mo., $340 dep. (217) 840-3672
HELP WANTED
NOW HIRING! Illiana Migrant & Seasonl Head Start formally
Hoopeston Migrant Head Start. Positions available Bus Drivers
requires a CDL, Bus Aides must be 18 yrs of age. Health service
coordinator prior experience in the health field and knowledge of
early childhood health requirement . All positions are seasonal
(June 27-Sept 30). Please call 815-471-4718 with questions if
no answer leave a message. Apply by June 3, 2011.
Food service business looking for a mature adult interested in
working part time early morning hours. Applicants should send
resumes with personal references to Box A, Just the Facts, P.O.
Box 441, Hoopeston IL 60942.
HOUSES FOR SALE
602 S. Fourth St. Hoopeston — MUST SEE! 2293 sq. ft.; 3
bdrm.; 1.5 baths; landscaped comner lot near schools; new cus-
tom kitchen cabinetry; new stainless steel appliances; formal
dining; custom bookcases/entertainment center in living room;
large full bath; attached 2-car garage. Move-in condition.
$149,000 Showing by appt. only 217-260-5132/217-283-6961
RUMMAGE SALES
HOOPESTON: 710 N. Market (in alley). Fri. 5:30-8, Sat., 8-12.
Stroller w/infant seat, Pack n Play, baby items, lots of boys
clothes 0-4T & 6-8, Jr. girls clothes 3-5, nursing scrubs med. &
lg., men’s clothes L-XL, women’s clothing all sizes, DVDs &
household items.
HOOPESTON: 426 E. Honeywell. Sat., 9-4. Lots of nice name
brand clothing, S, M, & L, lots of crafts, fabric, quilt books, lots
of hardback & paperback books, DVDs, VCR tapes, CD player,
small appliances, some new quilt & comforter sets

EN
Weather ==

Showers today and tonight. High 68, low 47. Tomor-
row, cloudy, chance of rain late. High 65, low 54.

For current weather conditions, call Hoopeston
Weather Service, (217) 283-6221.

HOOPESTON: 318 E. Washington. Sat. 8-2. Home décor, fire
pit, small tiller, jr. bedding, nearly new couch, Americana table
& chairs, clothes, shoes, & purses—all 50¢, & lots more. 12-2 is
half price!

Call (217) 283-9348 or email
publish @justthefacts.net to place your ad!




