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 A Hoopeston man was sentenced Friday to 20 years in 
the Illinois Department of Corrections after he pleaded 
guilty to one count of murder. 
 Brandyn Calloway, 25, must serve the entire term, part 
of a plea deal in which other counts of murder were 
dropped. 
 Calloway pleaded guilty to killing Kelly Wright, 27, 
on December 30, 2009. Wright was found unresponsive 
shortly before 9 a.m. at a friend’s house in the 500 block 
of South Fifth Street. According to autopsy results, 
Wright had been stabbed 11 times in her upper body. 
 According to reports, Wright and Calloway were at 

the friend’s house the night before the murder. The cou-
ple got into a fight when Wright hit Calloway, who then 
left the home. Calloway later returned  to the house and 
when into the kitchen to fix something to eat when the 
fight began again. Calloway, who had gotten a knife to 
fix something to eat, stabbed Wright after she hit him 
repeatedly. He then left the home. 
 Under terms of the plea agreement, Calloway will 
serve the entire 20 years, with credit for time served 
since his arrest. 
 Calloway could have been sentenced to 60 years if 
found guilty on the multiple charges. 

Hoopeston man sentenced to 20 years in 2009 murder 



 GARRISON - Kitty P. “Polly” Garrison, 87, of 
Hoopeston, died at 5:50 p.m. Saturday, Jan. 29, 2011, at 
Hoopeston Community Memorial Nursing Home. 
Graveside service was at 11 a.m. Monday at Floral Hill 
Cemetery, Hoopeston. Brown-Alkire Funeral Home was 
in charge of arrangements. 
 SMITH - Richard W. Smith Jr., 66, of Hoopeston, 
died at 11:03 p.m. Sunday, Jan. 30, 2011, at home. Fu-
neral service will be at 11 a.m. Friday at Brown-Alkire 
Funeral Home. Burial will be in Manns Chapel Ceme-
tery south of Rossville. Visitation will be 5-8 p.m. 
Thursday at the funeral home. 

 Winter storm warning through noon Wednesday. Today, 
snow. Total accumulation 12”-15” High 22. Tonight, de-
creasing clouds. Low –4. Tomorrow, cold. High 8, low –3 
 For current weather conditions, call Hoopeston Weather 
Service, (217) 283-6221. 

   Briefly 
Sweetheart banquet 

 Hoopeston Area High School Student Council is 
sponsoring the 20th annual Senior Citizen Sweet-
heart Banquet at 12:30 p.m. Thursday, Feb. 10, in the 
high school gym. Any Hoopeston Area or Rossville 
Alvin senior interested in attending should make a 
reservation by February 4 at 283-6668. 

Classifieds 
HELP WANTED 

Small Wonders Preschool is seeking a lead teacher for the 2011-
2012 school year, starting in September of 2011. Applicant must 
have a bachelors degree in education, have strong communica-
tion skills, be able to manage a classroom and employees and 
have experience in the field of education, preferably early child-
hood. CPR and First Aide certification are required as well as 
background check and physical. Qualified persons should send a 
resume with a cover letter to: Small Wonders Preschool, Attn: 
Emily Brown, 814 East McNeil, Hoopeston, IL  60942. 

HOUSES FOR RENT 

2 bedroom duplex for rent. two story, central air, garage, stove & 
fridge included. $425 per month, $425 security deposit. No pets, 
No smoking, references required. For application, call (217) 304-
6547. 

SERVICES 

Cleaning service has openings for residential &  commercial 
properties. Contact Sara for more details, 217-772-1954 

Call (217) 283-9348  or email  

publish@justthefacts.net  to place your ad! 

 Hoopeston Fire Department was called at 5:56 p.m. 
Sunday to the 800 block of East McNeil for an acti-
vated smoke alarm and smell of smoke in a house. 
No injuries were reported. 

Fire Calls 

 George H. Ortiz, 27, of Hoopeston, was arrested at 
7:27 p.m. Monday in the 700 block of North Seventh 
Street. He was charged with domestic battery on a com-
plaint from a 26-year-old Hoopeston woman who al-
leged he hit her. He was taken to the Public Safety 
Building in Danville. 
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