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Year in Review 

Economy  crime, controversy headline local 2010 news 
  A $5.1 million project that 
was four years in the making 
leads the top local stories for 
2010. 
 Prairie Meadows, an Afford-
able Workforce Housing devel-
opment, was completed earlier 
this month, marked with a ribbon cutting ceremony. The 
development features 25 single-family homes, which ten-
ants began moving into the week of December 6. The pro-

ject is considered a boon for 
local lower income families, 
who will be able to purchase 
their homes after 20 years. 
 Coming in second in this 
year’s list is Hoopeston Re-
gional Health Center, with its 

renovations plans that include a new Rossville Clinic, to be 
located near the Rossville Fire Station, and a new nursing  

See 2010 on other side  



 Showers likely today and tonight. High 57, low 31. To-
morrow, partly sunny. High 32, low 18. Sunday, Mostly 
sunny. High 28, low 18. Monday, sunny. High 35, low 22. 
 For current weather conditions, call Hoopeston Weather 
Service, (217) 283-6221. 

Obituaries 

 DALE - Harold A. “Cookie” Dale, 83, formerly of 
Wellington, died at 4:28 p.m. Tuesday, Dec. 28, 2010, at 
Hoopeston Community Memorial Nursing Home. Fu-
neral service will be at 11 a.m. Tuesday at Brown-Alkire 
Funeral Home. Burial will be in Floral Hill Cemetery. 
Visitation will be 5-8 p.m. Monday at the funeral home. 
Memorials are suggested to Wellington-Greer Fire De-
partment. 
 KNAUTH - Sarah M. (Morse) Knauth, 96, of Wat-
seka, died Tuesday, Dec. 28, 2010, at Iroquois Resident 
Home, Watseka. Memorial service will be at a later date. 
Memorials are suggested to Iroquois Resident Home, 
Watseka. Arrangements were by Segur-Knapp Funeral 
Home, Watseka. 

trials had been set for March, June, August and November 
but due to continuances, the case is now set for trial on Feb-
ruary 25, 2011. 
6.  Who owns the rights to Jerky, the Hoopeston Area mas-
cot, came into question in 2010 as a new website, Corn-
jerker Nation, was launched by alum Curt “Scooter” Ellis, 
who also designed a logo for the volunteer group Be A Part 
of It, that included Jerky. After a public meeting and the 
school board and Ellis and Be A Part of It volunteers, Ellis 
agreed to sign over his rights to the Jerky - which he said he 
worked on with creator Dick Hobbs - to the school district. 
District officials are currently waiting to hear from a copy-
right attorney about the transfer document Ellis gave to 
them. 
7.  A motel in Hoopeston, hoped for and worked on for 
approximately a decade, won’t become a reality anytime 
soon. After deciding to give land at Routes 1 and 9 to a 
developer to construct a motel, and after having had two 
developers express interest, then back away, the motel idea 
is still in limbo. Earlier this year, city officials paid more 
than $6,000 for a feasibility study. In May, officials an-
nounced the study showed a need for a 40-unit motel in 
Hoopeston. The report was shopped around to motel groups 
but current economic conditions, including tight financing, 
mean making the project a reality is more difficult, officials 
said. 
8.  The local McDonald’s restaurant, which celebrated its 
34th birthday earlier this year, was set to be replaced with a 
new facility on Route 1 between CVS and Crown Ford. 
Construction was set to begin in the fall but due to reported 
difficulties with the developer, has not been realized. Plans 
are still in the works for a new McDonald’s but details of 
the project will not be released until all plans are finalized. 
9.  Hoopeston Area Marching Cornjerkers hope the school 
board will give them the green light to participate in the 
2010 Liberty Bowl in Memphis. Band director Wendy 
Ronna made an impassioned plea at the December board 

meeting. If granted, the 60 band members would need to raise 
$30,000 for the trip next December. 
10.  After 40 years, two Hoopeston veterans were honored 
with a Vietnam War Memorial. William Gooden and Joseph 
Kelnhofer, who died in the war, were honored after Mike 
Bane and Terry Meador raised more than $12,000 for the 
McFerren Park memorial, which was dedicated in November. 

Weather 

Classifieds 
HOUSES FOR RENT 

2 bedroom duplex for rent. two story, central air, garage, stove & 
fridge included. $425 per month, $425 security deposit. No pets, 
No smoking, references required. For application, call (217) 304-
6547. 

Hoopeston—3 BR house, $450/mo., $450 deposit. 2 BR, $350/
mo., $350 deposit. (217) 474-8526 

SERVICES 

Pampered Pet Grooming. Lots of TLC. Call anytime for appoint-
ment. (217) 339-2340 

Call (217) 283-9348  or email  

publish@justthefacts.net  to place your ad! 

2010 continued from other side 

home, planned  for Route 1 across from Olympic Hardware 
and Anthem Chevrolet. 
 Both Hoopeston and Rossville have approved zoning 
changes for properties for the new sites. Work on the nurs-
ing home, an estimated $6.5 million project, is expected to 
begin next spring. 
 Other stories rounding out the top 10 include: 
3.  Former Rossville youth minister Andy Thomas, 46, 
was charged March 18 with one count of criminal sexual 
assault-position of trust. On September 22, Thomas ap-
peared in federal court after a grand jury indicted him on 
five counts of exploitation of children.  Thomas, who was 
remanded into custody, was to go to trial November 29 but 
action on the case has been continued to January 5, 2011. 
4.  Hoopeston Area schools, along with schools throughout 
the state, failed to receive state funding on time. That caused 
the local board to lay off 15 workers at the board’s March 
meeting. While workers were rehired into their current jobs 
or in new positions, funding was a concern throughout the 
year as the state failed to pay for its share of “mandated 
categoricals” such as special education and transportation. 
Superintendent Hank Hornbeck announced at the Decem-
ber meeting that the state had caught up on much of the 
back payment. 
5.  A December 30 crime did not receive much local press 
coverage until January 4, when Brandyn Calloway, 24, was 
charged with the murder of Kelly Wright, 27. Calloway, 
who was remanded into custody, pleaded not guilty. Jury 


