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Olympic Hardware 
516 N. Dixie Hwy. Hoopeston 

(217) 283-5186  Open Sundays 

 

While Supply Lasts! 

$1499 

55 Pc. 

Drill & Drive Set 
323551 

 Two men were unanimously approved to the 
Hoopeston Police Commission at Tuesday’s Hoopes-
ton City Council meeting. 
 Gary Miller, former Vermilion County Chief In-
vestigator, and Bob Duffin, were recommended to 
the positions by Mayor Bill Crusinberry. 
 The council voted 5-0 to approve the recommenda-
tions. Alderwoman Sue Comstock abstained and 
aldermen Bill Goodwine and Jeff Johnson were ab-
sent. 
 In other business, Alderman Ed Lotz announced 
that humane officer Neil Seymour resigned recently. 

The city will hire a replacement, which, Lotz said, 
may be a shared position. 
 In unrelated business, the council: 
 Approved a $608,913 tax levy and a $351,695 
bond tax abatement. 
 Approved participating in the Illinois Municipal 
League Risk Management Association’s Min/Max 
program. 
 Heard from Comstock that the “tree house” on 
McNeil still has not been razed. “Our little house is 
still standing,” she said. “I hope Santa Claus comes 
by and makes our wish come true.” 

Gary Miller, Bob Duffin named to police commission board 



Thursday is  $125  

beer night at V.F.W. 
Serving our BIG TACOS  

starting at noon. 

SHIP, CAPTAIN, CREW 

Saturdays, starting May 22, 11 a.m. 
Open to Public-Benefits Welcome! 

Corner of Fourth Ave. & Orange, Hoopeston 

 Mostly cloudy today. High 28. Tonight, chance of 
snow. Low 22. Tomorrow, chance of snow. High 29, 
low 21. 
 For current weather conditions, call Hoopeston 
Weather Service, (217) 283-6221. 

Weather 

Obituaries 

 BETKA - Florence “Floss” Betka, 89, of Hoopes-
ton, died at 6:05 a.m. Tuesday, Dec. 21, 2010, at 
Carle Foundation Hospital, Urbana. Arrangements 
are pending at Anderson Funeral Home, Hoopeston. 

 The public is invited to join members of the Ward Hill 
Lamon Civil War Roundtable this Thursday, Dec. 23 in 
Springhill Cemetery at the gravesite of Mariah Vance. 
Vance was a laundress, maid and nurse in the Mary Todd 
and Abraham Lincoln household from 1850 until the 
Lincolns moved into the White House after the election 
of 1860. Her family moved to Danville in 1861 when her 
husband got a job here as a miner. 
 Vance’s oral history of life inside the Lincoln home 
spurred a controversial book, Lincoln’s Private Life, an 
Oral History by his Housekeeper Mariah Vance, 1850 to 
1860, published in the mid 1990s. Vance’s recollections 
were put into book form from notes written down by an 
Attica, Ind., woman who, as a young secretary in Dan-
ville, had taken her laundry to Vance in the early part of 
the 1900s. 
 Although Vance’s death in 1904 made front-page news 
in Danville, she was buried in an unmarked grave until 
the original Ward Hill Lamon Roundtable group had a 
marker placed there some 60 years later. Current Round 
Table member Kevin Young, who was in grade school at 

the time, attended the dedication ceremony in 1964 with 
his parents, who were instrumental in the installation of 
the marker. Young stated, “As a young man with a huge 
interest in history, I somehow felt close to the Lincolns as 
this marker was dedicated. My dad was fascinated with 
her story, and I am pleased to be a part of the group rec-
ognizing her again this year. As a professional historian, 
it’s also great to re-explore areas where I have some per-
sonal history as well.” 
 Larry Weatherford, local historian and member of the 
Roundtable, said,  “We proudly recognize this lady on 
the anniversary of her death again this year. Meantime, 
we continue to sift through available information to help 
paint a true and realistic picture of this African-American 
woman who not only knew the Lincolns well, but was 
also a well known figure in the community.  
 There will be a brief ceremony and a wreath will be 
placed at 1:00 p.m. Thursday at Mariah Vance’s final 

Classifieds 
HELP WANTED 

Accepting resumes for full time office assistant. This position 
requires flexibility, strong people skills, aptitude for numbers, 
and ability to work well alone. Please send to 1006 W. Chestnut, 
Hoopeston IL 60942. 

HOUSES FOR RENT 

2 bedroom duplex for rent. two story, central air, garage, stove & 
fridge included. $425 per month, $425 security deposit. No pets, 
No smoking, references required. For application, call (217) 304-
6547. 

Hoopeston—3 BR house, $450/mo., $450 deposit. 2 BR, $350/
mo., $350 deposit. (217) 474-8526 

Call (217) 283-9348  or email  

publish@justthefacts.net  to place your ad! 

every Thursday  7 p.m. 

Hoopeston  

American Legion 
502 E. Penn 

Wreath-laying ceremony to honor woman who served in Lincoln’s Springfield household 
resting place.  Her grave is located in the southwest section 
of Springhill near the rear entrance of the cemetery off 
English Street.  

Snow shovelers listed 
 The following are willing to shovel snow locally: 

•Nathan Lawson (217) 474-1566 (cell) /(217) 375-
4202 (home) 

•Alexis Pickett (217) 304-5106 

•Gino Castellano (217) 417-3359 

•Jessica Huckleby (217) 304-7015 

•Cody Wood (217) 504-3935 

•Brad Calloway (217) 497-5112 


