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 MACOMB—The economic recession is causing com-
munity leaders, especially in rural areas, to take new 
approaches in trying to stimulate local economic devel-
opment and job creation because some of the old ways 
no longer work in the current environment. The Illinois 
Institute for Rural Affairs (IIRA), located at Western 
Illinois University, hosted its 21st annual conference in 
Peoria on March 3-4 to explore new development op-
portunities and to learn from leaders in other regions 
who have succeeded with innovative approaches. 

 Susan Comstock, Gloria Bush, Tami Goin, and Jean 
Minick, all from Hoopeston, participated in the confer-
ence along with more than 300 elected officials and 
community leaders from around Illinois and neighboring 
states. The conference provided an opportunity for par-
ticipants to learn new strategies to attract businesses and 
create jobs. It also provided an opportunity for rural 
Illinois community leaders to discuss difficulties en-
countered in promoting local development and stem- 

See CONFERENCE on other side 

Conference attendees bring home new development ideas 

Look up! 
Hoopeston has a new look at 225 E. Main. Silhouette images grace what were formerly windows on the second story 

of the building. The artwork, which features scenes one might see looking in a window, was done by Hoopeston Area 

High School students in black, white and gray, painted on wood donated by Olympic Hardware. Employees of Jack-

son Quality Construction volunteered to mount the pictures to the building. The project was the idea of Alder-

woman Sue Comstock and Grant/Butler Township Assessor Susie Sheppard. 



 Showers likely today, tonight and tomorrow. High 54, 
low 43. Tomorrow, high 56, low 48. 
 For current weather conditions, call Hoopeston 
Weather Service, (217) 283-6221. 

Conference continued from other side 

ming the outmigration of youth from rural communities. 
 Highlighting the conference were presentations by 
Will Lamb, University of North Carolina, who de-
scribed successful new and innovative approaches taken 
by communities in southern states to revitalize local 
economies. These small communities, many in rural 
areas, have adopted entrepreneurial approaches to stimu-
late business creation, expand local markets, and other-
wise help the local economies. 
 Kim Huston from Bardstown, Kentucky, author of 
Small Town Sexy, told the group that small towns have 
assets that cannot be duplicated in larger communities 
and that these strengths are highly-sought after by 
younger generations. She worked with community lead-
ers to find and identify these assets as well as market 
them to potential business investors. 
 The conference provided opportunities for participants 

to attend formal presentations but also to work on local 
issues in small groups. In some instances, this participa-
tion will lead to continued collaboration, and ultimately to 
joint projects or strategies. 
 “This rural development conference offers an opportu-
nity for elected officials and leaders in small Illinois com-
munities to hear new ideas and approaches. The large 
turnout shows that community leaders are committed to 
improving the quality of life in their areas. The IIRA is 
proud to provide this opportunity for local leaders to learn 
from their peers on this important issue.” said Christopher 
D. Merrett, IIRA director. 

Classifieds 
HOUSES FOR RENT 

Hoopeston: 843 E. Seminary. $450/mo. + security. No pets. For 
application, call (217) 304-3477 

3 BR, 1 bath w/garage. Available immediately $450/mo. (217) 
304-2145 

Call (217) 283-9348 or email 

publish@justthefacts.net 

to place your ad! 

Pea soup 
A Head Start bus waits for a student in thick fog Mon-

day. The area was under a dense fog advisory until 11 

a.m. Monday. 

   Briefly 
Senior citizen freeze help 

 Help for senior citizens in filling our their Senior 
Citizens Assessment Freeze Homestead Exemption 
will be available from 1-4 p.m. March 11 at Grant 
Township Office, 526 S. Market. 

Scholarship available 
 Beta Sigma Phi chapter of Hoopeston is offering a 
$500 one-time college scholarship to a young 
woman attending Hoopeston Area High School. Ap-

Weather 

plicants must have at least at 3.0 grade point average. 
 Applications are available at Hoopeston Public 
Library, 110 N. Fourth St., or from Kara Haley at 
Hoopeston Area Middle School. Deadline is April 
30. 

Meeting change 
 Grant Township’s monthly board meeting, origi-
nally scheduled for March 9, has been rescheduled to 
4 p.m. March 16. 

Children’s library 

DVDs 

I Want a Dog for Christmas, Charlie Brown 
Monsters vs. Aliens 
Strawberry Shortcake Movie: Sky’s the Limit 

New Books at the Library 


