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Contractors question officials about proposed registration

A plan that would require contrac- o e
tors to work in Hoopeston drew
more questions at the second meet-
ing to be held on the matter.

Contractors met with Alderwoman |
Susan Comstock and Alderman Carl |
Ankenbrand, chairwoman and mem- |
ber, respectively, of the city’s civic |
improvement committee, Alderman |
Jeff Johnson and Mayor Bill Crusin-
berry Tuesday night.

Comstock presented a draft of a
contractor registration ordinance that
would call for contractors to provide
proof of at least $1 million of insur-
ance; complete a registration form;
verify they have not been found
guilty of consumer fraud violations;
and pay a $100 annual registration
fee or $25 fee for one project.

Brian Lawson, foreground, owner of T&L Lawncare, listens as Bob Charbon-
A list of all registered contractors neau, of The Christian Handyman, makes a point during Tuesday night’s
would then be made available to the contractor registration meeting.

public.

. . . registration, even those who favor it did not favor the
While some contractors complained about the idea of g ’

fee.

“How did it get from $25 the last time we talked to
$100,” asked contractor Harry Johnson.

Comstock responded that the fee averages less than
$10 per month.

Crusinberry told contractors that the fee is not as im-
portant as the registration, saying the money generated
would not add much to the city’s multi-million dollar
budget. “The whole purpose is to make sure you’re in-
sured. We're trying to protect those who don’t know
how to protect themselves.”

See CONTRACTORS on other side
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Starting at noon

Public Welcome Benefits welcome!
Corner of Fourth Ave. & Orange, Hoopeston

Northfork Conservation Club

is open again!
. Under new management!
Serving 11 a.m.-7 p.m. Fridays
ton deliveries available - 283-4646

Special through February 15:
Family membership, reg. $50 - $40
Seniors 65+ & disabled-$30

m Can be picked up at the club

Computer Works would like to thank you for your|
patronage throughout the year. Visit us in
January for inventory reduction sales, and to
check out our clearance box. New & used
merchandise available. We will repair,
the upgrade or service any make and

model. Tutoring services available.

ks 303B E Main, Hoopeston (217) 283-9552

<YPIT STOP
ENST LnNES

| Daily Specials

Thursday: Swiss Steak

Friday: Cod & Ribeye Steak

Sunday: Grilled Chicken Breast
serving 11-1:30

Open Bowling
Friday after 9 p.m.
Saturday 1 p.m.-close
Sunday 11-4
Next week, all day Tuesday & Wednesday

Greely Witt Band
Saturday 8:30 p.m.-12:30 a.m.

719 W. Elm, Hoopeston (217) 283-6505




Open House
Saturday, Jan. 16

¢t + K
\eenlsy
*8 b,y*‘ 9 a.m.-noon

10 E. Lyle, Milford
Cash & carry items available or
you canorder your favorites!
Susan Crawford
(815) 880-5286 (B15) 471-5289
arder online: www.scentsy.com/susancrawford

pany s s Salon

T2 é L‘Jrange St., Hoopeston
Mew Stylist/Mail Technician

Michelle Lynch

$10 off color, highlights, perms and
full set of gel nails!
Thursday Sales- Liters 2/525 & Rusk hairspray $10

Call for appointment today (765) 2994911
‘new customers fo Tiffany's only please

The residents of Hoopeston Nursing

Home thank everyone for their
donations to our Christmas Bow Tree.

You have made it possible
for us to purchase a new flat screen TV
for our activity room.
We appreciate everything the community
does for us not only at Christmas
but throughout the year.

Prairie Meadows preliminary plat gets nod from council

In a 6-1 vote, the Hoopeston City Council approved a
preliminary plat for Prairie Meadows, an affordable
workforce housing development, at a special meeting
Tuesday night.

A special meeting was called for the vote so develop-
ers could have the approved plat by a January 15 dead-
line.

Alderman Bill Goodwine was the sole no vote, “for
reasons previously stated.” Alderman Bill McElhaney
was absent.

Goodwine has previously said the housing develop-
ment could taken tenants away from current landlords
and might also attract undesirable people to Hoopeston.

Mayor Bill Crusinberry received council approval to
deal with requested variances on ordinances with only
one engineering firm, Sodemann & Associates, on a
consultation basis.

Currently, the city uses Sodemann for street projects
and Foth Engineering for water/sewer related work.

Crusinberry said he chose Sodemann as the sole firm
for the housing development because the firm was the

C oOntractors continued from other side

first one he contacted with a question about the project.

Crusinberry said he has received quite a few calls from
project engineers about some city ordinances, such as
one that calls for iron water mains, which, he said, is no
longer the industry standard.

Another question arose about sidewalks in the devel-
opment. The plat calls for six inches of Portland cement,
but Alderman Jeff Johnson, street and alley committee
chairman, said he would like to see that changed to in-
clude rebar. “I think we’d be shooting ourselves in the
foot not to include rebar,” he said.

Johnson also questioned the plat’s recommended four
inches of cement for sidewalks in the development.

Crusinberry will refer questions to Sodemann for in-
put, then take the information to the council, which must
approve ordinance variations.

The preliminary plat may be changed to reflect an-
swers to the questions. The final plat will also require
council approval.

The council hopes to meet with the development’s
construction committee as part of Tuesday’s meeting.

Police News

ﬁ

John K. Schwartz, 24, of Hoopeston, was arrested at
1:35 p.m. Tuesday in the 800 block of East Seminary.
Wanted on a Vermilion County warrant for failure to ap-
pear, he was released on $300 cash bond.

A 62-year-old Hoopeston man reported at 2:32 p.m.
Tuesday that someone had fraudulently written several
checks on his bank account.

Obituaries

Global Fashions
appreciates each and every
one of our consignorsl
Effective immediately,
we are changing our
consignor payment times
to 2-5 p.m.
Wednesdays, Thursdays
& Fridays!

Roofer Doc Wallace said contractors would pass the
costs on to consumers, a sentiment shared by Bob Char-
bonneau, of The Christian Handyman. “Seniors will be
penalized,” he said. “That $25 could be medicine. We
have to protect the seniors.”

Charbonneau also wondered whether the city would
open itself up to liability for providing a list of contrac-
tors but both Comstock and Crusinberry said the city is
not determining a contractor’s qualifications, but rather
just that they are insured.

Steve Bane, owner of Bane’s Tree Service, asked what
the penalty will be for violating the ordinance.

“We really haven’t determined that,” Comstock said.

Bane then asked what would happen if a violator
failed to appear in court. “Are you going to ship it to (the
Vermilion County State’s Attorney office in) Dan-
ville,?” he asked. “Danville’s not going to do a thing
with it.”

Some attending wondered if the city would ban a tax-
paying homeowner from using a contractor who did not
pay the fee. Comstock encouraged contractors to report

those who might not be registered.

Crusinberry said the issue of registering contractors
was brought up about four years ago by four local
contractors who were concerned about out-of-town
contractors. Also, at least one unidentified home-
owner was sued after an uninsured contractor fell off
the homeowner’s roof.

Some contractors suggested the city impose a fee
on out-of-town contractors only, or allow in-town
contractors to register once but out-of-town firms
annually and/or at a higher fee.

Comstock said she will probably hold another
meeting with contractors before the issue is brought

LLOYD - Ralph Eugene Lloyd, 92, of Sarasota, Fla.,
formerly of Hoopeston, died at 1:23 a.m. Tuesday, Jan.
12, 2010, at Hoopeston Community Memorial Nursing
Home. Private family service will be held, followed by a
public visitation from 4:30-7 p.m. Thursday at Anderson
Funeral Home. Masonic rites will be conducted at 6:45
p.m. Burial will be at a later date. Memorials are sug-
gested to Hoopeston Nursing Home, 701 E. Orange St.,
Hoopeston, IL 60942; First Christian Church, 502 E. Main
St., Hoopeston, IL 60942; or a charity of the donor’s
choice.

Mr. Lloyd, former owner of The Shack drive-in and
Mr. L’s, is credited as the originator of the Ranchburger.

REED - Helen E. (Compton) Reed, 68, of Hoopeston,
died at 4 a.m. Tuesday, Jan. 12 2010, at Carle Foundation
Hospital, Urbana. Funeral service will be at 11 a.m. Friday
at Chestnut Street Church of Christ, Hoopeston. Burial
will be in Floral Hill Cemetery, Hoopeston. Visitation will
be 5-8 p.m. Thursday at the funeral home and one hour
before service Friday at the church. Memorials may be
made to a charity of the donor’s choice.

to a council vote.
Weather i

Chance of freezing drizzle today and tonight. High 35,
low 27. Tomorrow, chance of drizzle. High 34, low 27.

For current weather conditions, call Hoopeston
Weather Service, (217) 283-6221.

Classifieds

HOUSES FOR RENT

Hoopeston: 3 BR, remodeled. No pets, no smoking. $400/mo.,
$400 deposit. Call (217) 841-1852

PROPERTY FOR SALE
Investment property for sale in Hoopeston. 2, 3 & 4 bed-
room single family units. Several to choose from. Serious
inquiries only. For more information, e-mail Hoopestonren-
tals @yahoo.com

Call (217) 283-9348 or email
publish @ justthe facts.net to place your ad!




