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City council discusses proposed change in garbage pickup

Mayor Bill Crusinberry hopes the next
several months may be used as a trial pe-
riod for new trash cans in Hoopeston.

At Tuesday night’s meeting, the Hoopes-
ton City Council and residents discussed a
request from Allied Waste to allow the
company to go to 95-gallon trash totes.
Totes would allow trash collectors to use
trucks with automated arms to lift the totes,
empty them and return them curbside.

Allied would provide the estimated 2,200 £
households with a free tote. Each tote costs
$40.

Crusinberry said Allied Waste wants to
change to the new containers to save on
Workman’s Compensation claims from
workers lifting heavy garbage, as well as
dangers to workers as they cross streets to
pick up trash. _‘

Some council members have received |
calls about the proposed change. Alderman [
Brandon Hamilton received both positive
and negative comments. Among the nega-
tive were comments from residents whose

weekly trash fits in a grocery bag and for - ' : :

whom a 95-gallon tote would be “overkill,” Alderman Jeff Johnson stands next to a 95 gallon tote that Allied Waste

he said. would like to use for residential trash pickup in Hoopeston. Johnson, at
Alderman Jeff Johnson suggested resi- 5 ft., 10 inches, provides a reference for the size of the can.

dents with small amounts of garbage could
consolidate theirs with their neighbors’ in the totes.

The city’s current contract with Allied expires on
March 31, 2011. Between now and then, Crusinberry
suggested the totes be used to see how the system works
and what problems, if any, arise.

Residents asked questions that Crusinberry hopes to
find answers to before the council votes on the proposal.

Gerald Minick wondered how he would get a tote to the
curb after a heavy snow. Minick, who uses a wheelchair,
said he currently takes small bags of trash to the curb.
Another concern, he said, is that his yard slopes and the
totes require a flat area to work properly for pickup. “Is
the city going to have someone come along and pour
See COUNCIL on other side
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Tired of calling Tech Support?
Professional computer services for
less than the computer super stores!
Hardware upgrades, repair and maintenance.
Help is just a phone call away.
New & used laptops and desktops available.

the Tutoring services also available.
W Teresa Sollars
303B E Main, Hoopeston
ks (217) 283-9552

COMPUTER PROBLEMS? WE CAN HELP!

Affordable in-home diagnosis, service, training, upgrades

and repair for most computer-related issues — desktops or

laptops. Plus, we can help you keep your system running
smoothly and protected. 30-plus years experience.
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2,300 slabs in front of people’s houses,” he asked.

Crusinberry had a one-word answer: “No.”

Resident Joel Bird wondered if cans could be marked
with residents’ names, especially if residents need to
purchase a second tote. Also, since Allied will maintain
the totes, Bird asked if the company would replace sec-
ond totes purchased by residents which either break or
are stolen.

Josh Caudle, owner of the Lorraine Theatre, who relo-
cated from California, said the planned change has noth-
ing to do with Workman’s Comp claims. “It has to do
with laying off the second man,” he said.

Crusinberry said many trucks in the city have only one
employee to drive and pick up trash.

Caudle provided information on the totes, saying they
tip over easily, can handle limited weight and are not
liked by many residents in communities in which they
are used.

Crusinberry said that Marty Grant, Allied regional
manager, inferred in conversations that if the city does
not allow the change, the totes would be part of the com-
pany’s bid for a new contract when the current one ex-
pires.

The city will seek bids from other companies, as well,
but when the previous contract expired, Allied was the
only company to bid, Crusinberry said.

In unrelated business, the council:

o Heard from Alderman Bill Goodwine that the city will
forgive a lien against the former Hoopeston Family Res-
taurant property on Penn St. A lien had been filed
against former owner Joe Jusufi to recoup mowing costs
since the building burned several years ago.

Hoopeston Foods purchased the property at a tax sale,

so the city will forgive the lien, totaling about $7,500, as
long as Hoopeston Foods fills in a hole that is a hazard.
e Modified an agreement between the city and Tad Bal-
lantyne, who took ownership of the Willdon Building.
In the current agreement, Ballantyne had until Decem-
ber 20 to spend at least $60,000 to create an apartment
on the fifth floor. However, Goodwine said, Ballantyne
received a $56,000 estimate to tear out the fifth floor for
construction.

Ballantyne requested a one-year extension, which
would allow him to have that work done, as well as
finish the apartment and get an architectural drawing

to promote an as yet undecided venture on the first
floor.

® Approved spending not more than $12,000 on a new
thermal imaging camera for Hoopeston Fire Depart-
ment. The current one, purchased seven years ago, cost
$14,000, Hamilton said. The camera will be purchased
from Environmental Safety Group.

e Heard from VISTA volunteer Jean Minick that 30
people have signed a waiting list for the Affordable
Workforce Housing development.

® Also, Minick and Crusinberry stressed the need for
residents to fill out an income survey which will allow
the city to apply for infrastructure grants, totaling
$100,000 for design and $350,000 for construction, for
such things as the city’s flooding problem.

The survey has few questions, Minick said: number of
people in the household; whether any are 62 or older;
whether any have physical or developmental disabilities;
whether the resident owns or rents the property; and
whether the household income is 30 percent, 50 percent
or 80 percent of the median income for the area.

The median income for Vermilion County is $50,300.
The percentage would depend on household income and
number of people in the household. For example, a four-
person household at 30 percent would be $16,300, 50
percent would be $27,150; and 80 percent would be
$43,450.

Minick is still looking for volunteers to help conduct
the survey. Anyone interested may contact her at 283-

Fire Calls

7873.

Two people were taken to Hoopeston Community
Memorial Hospital for observation after Hoopeston Fire
Department was called at 8:21 p.m. Tuesday for an acti-
vated carbon monoxide detector in the 200 block of East
Lincoln.

Classifieds

ADULT/CHILD CARE
Will do private sitting for loved one. Experienced. (217) 772-
1588

APARTMENTS FOR RENT

SPACIOUS downstairs 2-3 BDRM apt, 1 bath, major kitchen
appliances, DR, LR, deck and enclosed porch, W/D hook-ups,
includes water/garbage, non-smoking, service pets only, will
accept section 8. First month and last month rent plus deposit
required. For application call 217-283-6463.

HOUSES FOR SALE
3 Bedroom house in Hoopeston. Large lot, 2 car garage, central
air, vinyl siding, new roof, updated paint a nd flooring. Priced
well below appraisal at $48,000.No Contracts. For a private
showing and more information call 217-304-6547.
2 story, 3-4 BR house on corner lot in Rossville. Great neighbor-
hood, 1 block from grade school. Asking $29,500. Will consider
selling on contract. Call (217) 213-1400

HOUSES FOR RENT
2 BR, 1 bath duplex. Trash, water, stove, refrigerator included.
$350/mo. Available immediately. (217) 304-2145
Hoopeston: 704 W. Lincoln. 3 BR, central air, basement. $475/
mo. References. For application: (217) 304-3477

RUMMAGE SALES
322 N. 7th St., Hoopeston (Platteter residence). Oct. 10, 8 am.. 4
family sale. Rocking chair, girls clothes (toddler-teen) ladies &
men’s clothes, home décor, Longaberger products
618 S. Second Ave., Hoopeston. Fri., 8-1, Sat., 8-noon. Clothing
(men, women, children) toys, Halloween & Christmas decora-
tions, misc.
843 E. Elm, Hoopeston. Fri., 4-7, Sat., 8-2. 3 family moving
sale. Tools, household, electronics, children’s clothing, toys,
games, puzzles

SERVICES
Heated & Secure storage for Motorcycles, ATV's & Golf Carts.
$25 per month. Limited spaces available. Call 217-304-6547
Will do cleaning/in home care. $10/hr. Call (217) 283-6260
Will do painting & cleaning of rental homes or apartments. Ref-
erences (217) 772-1588
Grain Bins for rent in Cheneyville Area.. 217-339-2351

&

Weather =

Showers today and tonight. High 60, low 50. Tomor-
row, thunderstorms likely. High 57, low 40.

For current weather conditions, call Hoopeston
Weather Service, (217) 283-6221.

Call (217) 283-9348
or email
publish @ justthefacts.net
to place your ad!




