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native of Central Illinois, some of my great-
est fears in this legislation are for the farm-
ers and people in rural America. More than 
100 agriculture associations are against this 
bill. Agriculture is a high cost, energy in-
tensive business and farmers are afraid for 
their livelihoods, and for America’s com-
petitiveness. 

 “For more than six years, we have been 
working to bring FutureGen to Mattoon, 
Illinois. It just received a jump-start and we 
are six to eight months away from a possi-
ble launch. I could not in good conscience 
jeopardize FutureGen’s chances by voting 

on an $800 billion bill that could adversely affect this 
important project. 

 “I have been an environmental advocate on many 
fronts for many years, from pushing higher fuel effi-
ciency standards to better stewardship of our land. I 
know there are better ways and better science to use in 
accomplishing our goals of cleaner air and energy inde-
pendence. With so many questions and such broad op-
position, I firmly believe we should take a step back and 
consider these laws with diplomacy and judiciousness 
that American people have every right to expect. The 
consequences of not doing so are grave. 

 “There is presently an alternative to the cap-and-
trade legislation called the Forbes Amendment, mod-
eled after the Manhattan Project, which deserves 
serious consideration. The concept is intended to 
unleash the scientific community in a competition 
that will lead us to the goal of 100 percent energy 
independence within 20 years. 

 “I know that within the University of Illinois and Illi- 

See JOHNSON on other side 

 WASHINGTON, D.C. – U.S. Rep. 
Timothy V. Johnson issued the following 
statement Friday after voting against H.R. 
2454, the national energy tax law promoted 
by Speaker Nancy Pelosi. 

 “This is a national energy tax on the 
American people. Middle America and 
rural America are especially endangered by 
this legislation that, like so many other 
pieces of legislation rammed through by 
leadership, has been sent to us with little or 
no opportunity for debate and amendment. 

 “While our economy is being shredded to 
pieces, Democrats suspended business 
Thursday night to attend a luau at the White House. 
During the party, sponsors were drafting a bill of over 
1,200 pages that no Republican had seen and no one 
was allowed to amend or question. 

 “From what analysis we do have, it is clear that in this 
time of economic recession, this bill amounts to poten-
tial economic chaos. The President himself has said that 
utility rates will ‘necessarily skyrocket.’ We may be 
facing the loss of up to 2.7 million jobs over the next 20 
years because of stringent new industry requirements. 
Industry will move overseas and take their jobs with 
them. Higher gas and energy prices will hit us all.” 

 A Heritage Foundation analysis of the impact of the 
Waxman-Markey bill on a Congressional district-by-
district basis shows that in Rep. Johnson’s 15th Con-
gressional, the loss in gross state product would be 
$437.67 million in 2012. Personal income loss in the 
15th would be $611.55 million. The analysis was made 
using the Global Insight U.S. Macroeconomic Model. 

 Rep. Johnson continued: 

 “As a member of the Agriculture Committee and a 
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nois State University the advances already made in the 
fields of physics, in energy science, in biofuels and other 
applicable areas. We should allow science and logic to 
drive this legislation, not politics.” 

 H.R. 513, the New Manhattan Project for Energy In-
dependence, would bring together scientists and re-
searchers in a unified national challenge to bring us to 
the goal of energy independence. Under the project, 
significant prizes would be awarded to the first group, 
school, team or company that reaches each of seven 
energy goals. 

 The goals include doubling car fuel efficiency to 70 
mpg, safe storage or neutralization of nuclear waste, 
making solar power as cheap as coal, safely storing car-
bon emission from coal plants. 

 “There are better ways to accomplish our national goal 
of energy efficiency and independence than taxing us all 
more,” Johnson said. 

 Partly sunny today. High 72. Tonight, mostly cloudy. 
Low 55. Tomorrow, mostly cloudy. High 72, low 56. 
 For current weather conditions, call Hoopeston 
Weather Service, (217) 283-6221. 
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Classifieds 
HELP WANTED 

Hoopeston Area School District is seeking applications for the 
following positions: 
Bus Driver         Start date will be August 20, 2009 
Substitute Bus Drivers 
Cafeteria          Start Date will be August 20, 2009 
Substitute Cafeteria Workers 
Application deadline is July 13, 2009. Applications are available 
in the Superintendent’s Office, 615 E. Orange, Hoopeston. Of-
fice hours are 7:30-12:00, 1:00-4:00. 

HOUSES FOR RENT 

421 E. Thompson, Hoopeston. Small but very nice 2 BR home. 
$390/mo.+deposit. No pets.  (217) 474-0828 

LOST & FOUND 

Pink Kodak digital camera.  Left in Centenial Park, Rankin after 
fireworks on Saturday night.  If found please call 217-504-1874.  
It as a lot of sentimental memories on it. 

MISCELLANEOUS FOR SALE 

1991 40’ fifth wheel camper. 3 slide outs. Fully equipped. 
$13,500 or reasonable offer. Can be seen at 302 N. Chicago, 
Rossville. Phone (217) 748-6968, leave message 

REAL ESTATE FOR SALE 

8 Single Family rental units for sale. Good houses with many 
updates and good tenants. $42,900/yr. in rents. Asking $280,000. 
For more information, e-mail hoopestonrentals@yahoo.com. 
Serious inquiries only. 

SERVICES 

Caregiver for the ill and elderly. Experience and references. 
(217) 504-3036 

VEHICLES FOR SALE 

2000 Chevy 1500 long bed, 80,000 miles, bed liner, AC, Great 
work truck.  Asking $5600.  Call 217-772-1202. 

Call (217) 283-9348 to place your ad! 
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Feeding His Lambs 
Journey Green, Joshua Green, Adyson Green and Israel Green, front from left, wait for lunches being packed by Miss 

Hoopeston Kallie Huffman, intern at Hoopeston United Methodist Church, as part of the Feed My Lambs lunch pro-

gram.  Also pictured are Carey Green and Michael Phillips. The program, which began June 15, offers free lunches to 

children of low-income families. During our first week, approximately 125 lunches were handed out. Participants in-

clude community youngsters, as well as Teen Reach participants. Lunches are distributed from 11:30 a.m.-1 p.m. 

Monday through Friday at the church, 403 E. Main. The program is scheduled to run until August 14. 

 No tickets or injuries were reported in an accident 
at 11:31 a.m. Sunday at South Third St. and East 
Main.  
 Police said Eugene Felstehausen, of Hoopeston, 
backed a 2006 Ford into a 2003 Lincoln driven by 
Paul S. Green, also of Hoopeston, who was parking 
his car. 
 A 31-year-old Hoopeston woman reported at 3:21 
p.m. Sunday that someone took her cell phone from 
McFerren Park swimming pool. 

 Hoopeston Fire Department and Hoopeston Ambu-
lance Service were called at 12:23 a.m. Monday to a 
garage fire in the 500 block of West Penn. 
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