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Family thankful for local healthcare 
 Healthcare is a major topic of conversation and con-
cern today and all too often families are quick to point 
out the negative experiences with their healthcare. We 
would like to share the positive experience our family 
had even in a time of loss. 
 Recently critical illness struck our family and while 
our loved one lost the battle, the fight for his survival by 
the health care teams of the Hoopeston Ambulance, 
Hoopeston Regional Hospital, AirLife and the Carle 
Foundation Hospital is to be commended. 
 Our entire experience, although filled with sorrow, 
was an arena of many professionals providing excep-
tional and quality care. The professionalism displayed 
by all was remarkable and the empathy extended to our 
family was overwhelming 
 With gratitude, we would like to extend a very special 
thank you to the Emergency Medicine Specialists at 
Hoopeston Hospital, especially the ED staff and Dr. 
Spencer, AirLife and crew, Carle’s CVICU nurses, es-
pecially Connie who was with us as we began the fight 
but also when we lost it and Dr. Peter Rossi who was 
more than “our surgeon.” He was always available to 
the family, always attentive and so very caring for those 
many days and nights. In addition, we extend a heartfelt 
thank you to all of the healthcare providers too numer-
ous to mention, who provided care in our time of need. 
 We are fortunate to have many healthcare providers 
from which to choose and so much to be proud of and 
positive about. In times of stress this is difficult but we 
can be assured and comforted knowing we have quality 
healthcare in our own back yard! 

The family of Milton E. Ford 
Mary Ford 

Amy Reeser 

Dana Moore 
Cookie Galloway 
Betsy Schellhardt 

Susie Kirts 
Hoopeston 

U.S. government humanity defined 
 Our government always sends aid to foreign countries 
during a crisis, as do a lot of American citizens. Our 
government also gives foreign governments money 
whenever we sign an accord,  agreement, treaty, and 
when they agree with us on issues we want their support 
on. 
 Don't you feel that our government should sign an 
accord, agreement, or contract with the citizens of this 
country that all American citizens, whether they are on 
the board of a big corporation, or a homeless person 
living on the streets of one of our big cities, are guaran-
teed basic medical care? Isn't this at least one thing that 
our government should insure. 
 Medicines and procedures can be developed to cure 
every ailment that we suffer from, but if you can't re-
ceive this treatment, what good is it to you? 
 Today, those who don't have means to the procedures 
and medicine that can help them suffer two deaths. 
There is, of course, the effects of not getting the help 
they need, but also they suffer from mental stress which 
exacerbates their illness and causes other ailments, as 
well. Knowing this, how can our government begin to 
believe that they are acting in any kind of humane man-
ner? There has to be a way to humanize our government 
to the sad medical issues of this country and its citizens. 
 As it is with most issues in this country that have be-
come a crisis, it is a very complicated problem. It in-
volves insurance companies, underwriters, pharmaceuti- 
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   Briefly  
Hydrant flushing 

 Hoopeston will begin hydrant flushing Friday, May 1. 

National Day of Prayer 

 Everyone is invited to attend a community wide 
prayer held on the National Day of Prayer, Thursday 
May 7, 2009. We will meet at 7 p.m. at the Prairie Green 
Church of Christ. Focus will be on our schools, our 
community and our nation. 

 Thunderstorms tomorrow and Friday. High tomorrow, 
71, low 57. Friday, high 65, low 50. 
 For current weather conditions, call Hoopeston 
Weather Service, (217) 283-6221. 

longer the best manufacturing nation in the world, we 
don't have the  best educational system in the world, our 
banking system is about the worst in the world, our gov-
ernment wastes too much money on entitlements, pet 
state projects, and earmark spending, we spend twice as 
much on medical administrative costs as most other 
countries , and we consider ourselves as great humani-
tarians but do not show much humanity towards our 
own people, like most other countries do. That does not 
seem great to me! 
 If we had all the money that was wasted by our gov-
ernment, money from overpaid upper management peo-
ple in this country, and the money wasted by misman-
agement in all aspects of our economic society, that 
alone would be enough to ensure that every American 
could receive adequate health care, which they should 
be entitled too. 
 Is this because of bad management in our govern-
ment? Is this because as citizens of this country we don't 
expect more from our government? Or has every facet 
of our economic system become too big, too complex 
and complicated for even the experts to understand? 
 We have departments in our government for every 
single area that is faltering in our country today. Why 
haven't these people done their jobs? Is the system too 
big to fix? If you have someone mow your grass, and 
they don't do it the way you want them to, what do you 

PAYLESS TOURS,INC. 1-800-726-5730 
Sun. June 7 - 9th $160 PP 

Shelbyville, In. "Indiana Downs" 5Hrs. 
get $10 Food & $10 Play then on to 

"Hoosier Park Casino" in Anderson, In. 
Staying at Comfort Inn 2 Nts. Free Shuttle 

2 Cont. Breakfast, $30 Food & $30 Play  
Both are New Casinos & Very Nice! 

Call Carolyn for details 217-283-7406 
Bus leaves Hoopeston, Danville & Champaign 

do? Of course, you fire them and get someone that will 
mow it the way you want it done. You don't complicate it, 
you swiftly solve the problem. Maybe we need new gar-
deners to govern this country! 

Tom Evans 
Hoopeston 
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Hoopeston  

American Legion 
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APARTMENTS FOR RENT 

FOR RENT: Hoopeston-Newer Adult complex. 2 bedroom 1 
bath. Full basement. Washing machine, refrigerator, stove. Walk 
to stores. Quiet surroundings. Immediate occupancy. $475 + 
deposit, references  required. No pets. 217-260-2546. 

HOUSES FOR RENT 

Hoopeston: 2 BR, newly remodeled, dining room, utility room. 
$400/mo., $400 deposit. (217) 283-5093 

RUMMAGE SALES 

801 S. Fifth St., Hoopeston. Sat., 8-1. Baby boys size 3-18 mos., 
baby items, toys, boys, Jrs., men’s, women’s clothes, bar stools, 
coffee tables, end tables, room size air conditioner, lots of misc. 

710 N. Market St., Hoopeston (in alley ) May 1, 3-7 pm, May 2, 
7-12. Baby items, baby boy clothes 0-3t, girls clothes 12-16, 0-
5T, Jr.s 00-1, misc. adult clothing and maternity, window a/c 
units, dresser and end table. 

1229 S. 2nd  Ave., Hoopeston. Saturday, 8am to noon. Mater-
nity, preemie boy, junior girl clothing, Americana, roosters, 
Southwest decorations, Dell monitor, microwave, desk chair, 
framed pictures, misc. 

WANTED 

Dog sitter in my home. Overnights a must. Call (217) 497-7598 

Call (217) 283-9348 to place your ad! 
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cal companies and some medical facilities. 
 Today, our medical facilities have to budget 25 per-
cent- of their income for administrative costs. Most 
countries in Europe spend only 10-12 percent on admin-
istrative costs. Why are our costs twice as high? Insur-
ance companies, that is why. Insurance companies wel-
come your premiums when they come in, but they don't 
like to pay anything out. As a matter of fact a lot of them 
have special departments and their only mission is to try 
to find a way to avoid paying out on a claim (bonuses 
are the main incentive for these employees). 
 These companies also take much time away from phy-
sicians, requiring that they fill out forms to substantiate 
that the procedures that they called for are really neces-
sary. 
 Another costly expense is caused by doctors protect-
ing their backsides from lawsuits and ordering some 
tests and procedures for legal reasons. They have to pay 
heavy costs for insurance, and this is because a lot of us 
sue them for frivolous reasons. There must be decent 
tort laws for the whole nation. There needs to be an ea-
ger effort to entice more people to become doctors, 
nurses and technicians.  
 We do not need our government to take over all these 
crisis areas that are causing this economic downturn - 
that would be socialism and there is nothing in a free 
democratic society that can work in any kind of socialis-
tic manner. We need our government to do what they 
were mandated to do: regulate these concerns. That is 
why we voted you into the government, not to run them. 
 No matter how great you feel this country is, we are 
not  the leading nation in many economic ways. We 
have 40 percent of the prisoners in the world, we are no 

Weather 


