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HOOPESTON ROCK
SERVICE

DRIVEWAY & PARKING LOT GRADING
RESIDENTIAL, COMMERCIAL, INDUSTRIAL
NEW DRIVEWAY INSTALLATION
ROCK & DIRT

DAN SHEEHAN
217-304-5052

www.hoopestonrockngrading.com

KNUTH’S
@ @ Body sShop & Towing

24hr Towing and Door Unlocks
Free Estimates
All State of the Art Equipment,
Family Owned and Operated
High Quality, Fast and Friendly
We freat you like family -
It's what we've done for over 50 years!
Part of the Better Business Bureau
Call Ron, AJ or Brenda today
for a free estimate 217 283-6953

all tow calls & all repair deductibles
Free rose to everyone that comes in
for a for a free estimate!

Health center plans program to attract, train local nurses

Hoopeston Regional Health Center re-
cently announced that the facility is spon-
soring a new program called the Regis-
tered Nursing Loan Forgiveness Program.
This program will be available to area resi-
dents starting in the 2009 fall semester
beginning in August.

The program is designed to provide area
residents with the opportunity to obtain a
Registered Nursing Degree from Danville
Area Community College through spon-
sorship of all costs related to completion of the pro-
gram. In return for the payment of all tuition, books
and fees the student will sign an agreement to work

BROCKUS

at the facility for two years upon gradua-
tion from the program.

According to Harry Brockus, the CEO at
Hoopeston Regional Health Center, the
new program offers those who have the
desire, but not the finances needed, the
opportunity to pursue a degree in nursing.
Brockus felt it was important to get a pro-
l gram in place before any staffing concerns
arise.

Residents interested in obtaining more
information about this program may contact Betsy
Morgenroth at (217) 283-3111 or e-mail
betsy.morgenroth@ hoopestoncmh.org.

Council hears second presentation on affordable housing

Developers of a proposed affordable housing de-
velopment made a new pitch to the Hoopeston City
Council at a special meeting Monday, after receiving
a lukewarm reaction at last Tuesday’s regular meet-
ing.

Kay Gregg of Illinois Community Action Develop-
ment Corporation and Mike Niehaus of Windsor
Development, answered questions from some of
nearly 50 residents who attended the meeting, as
well as those of council members.

Gregg outlined the history of the proposal, which
began with a housing study conducted in Hoopeston,
which showed a need for family and senior housing.

Plans call for 25 single-family homes to be built.
The $3.5 million project will include 13 three-
bedroom homes and 12 two-bedroom models and
will include ranch and two-story homes.

Niehaus said houses will be energy efficient, in-
cluding Energy Star appliances, insulation and en-

ergy efficient windows. “They exceed current stan-
dards,” Niehaus said. “You could heat them with a
candle, they’re that tight.”

Rents are income-based. Two-bedroom home rent
will range from $282 to $450 per month, Gregg said.
To qualify, tenants must meet income guidelines,
based on the area’s median income of $49,400.

Alderman Bill Goodwine expressed concern about
how the project will benefit Hoopeston when there
are few jobs available. “We don’t have jobs to offer
so it will be people upgrading themselves in town,”
he said. “Without jobs, I don’t know how we’re go-
ing to attract people who want to work.”

Admitting there is a stigma attached to housing for
low income residents, Gregg stressed that tenants
will have to pass credit and background checks. Con-
victed felons will not be allowed to rent the homes,
nor will those who have misdemeanor convictions in

See HOUSING on other side

Great Food, Great Fon, Good Times!

Bar opens 11 a.m. Friday

Come in & sign up for Bar Stool Goli!
225 E. Main, Hoopeston (217) 283-T900

Looking for a bank that’s
customer friendly and on the go?

That’s Us!
(i 07717722/7111‘/ fﬂﬁ/é¥

Hoopestorm, lllinois )Vg
Your hometown bank since 1913 " Member FDIC
221 Bank St. (217) 283-7733Rts. 1&9 283-9723
Visit our website at www.hoopestonbank.com!

Get the maximum refund
or your tax prep is free.*
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H & R Block Maximum Refund Guarantee
Bring your tax information into H & R Block

and your people will get you the maximum

refund you're entitled to. If they don't,

your tax prep is free. That's the power of having people.

HE&R BLOCK"

Downtown Hoopeston
Joyce Allen, Owner
110 East Main Street
HOOPESTONIL (217) 283-5178
Mon.=Fri. 9:00-7:00
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Monday Meatloaf
Tuesday Chicken & Noodles
Open Bowling all day
Wednesday Ribeye Steak Sandwich or
Turkey Manhattan
Thursday Swiss Steak
Friday Cod & Ribeye
Saturday Prime Rib & Ribeye
Open Bowling Noon-Close
Sunday

Big Brothers/Big Sisters
Two Dale Earnhart Jr. jackets to be given

away. Proceeds to

B This woman
L\ wants to buy
. your product but
#  she doesn't realize
¢ she can get it from you,
4 Keep your
business name
in the front

of her mind by advertising in

Just the Facts

®Affordable
® Effective
®Read by thousands of people
in your target areal

Call (217) 283-9348
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the preceding three years.

She doubted that Public Aid recipients would be
able to meet income requirements and added that, in
a worst case scenario, standards would not be low-
ered to find tenants.

Niehaus said the development will have a “trickle

Photo submitted
Dorothy Vaughn, Marian Eggrebrech, Dennis David
and William DeWitt

Eggrebrecht, David marry
Marian Eggrebrecht, of South Bend, Ind., and Den-
nis David, of Hoopeston, were united in marriage on
February 18, 2009, at the Rossville United Methodist
Church. Dorothy Vaughn served as matron of honor
and William Dewitt served as best man.

The couple are residing in South Bend.

Obituaries

DUNCAN - Doris Duncan, 76, of Hoopeston,, died at
1:05 a.m. Monday, Feb. 23, 2009 at Hoopeston Com-
munity Memorial Nursing Home. Funeral service will
be at 10 am. Saturday at Pape Memorial Home and
Cremation Gardens, Danville. Burial will be in Spring
Hill Cemetery, Danville. Visitation will be 4-7 p.m.
Friday at the funeral home.

up theory” making local landlords want to fix their
rental properties or tear them down but Goodwine
disagreed, saying landlords have walked away from
dilapidated properties, resulting in the city having to
pay to tear buildings down.

The key to the success of the project will be the
management company hired to oversee it, Gregg
said, adding that she is negotiating with three compa-
nies.

The management company will make sure tenants
abide by their leases and will evict those who do not.

Another concern expressed by Goodwine at the
February 17 council meeting was the lack of a spe-
cific place to put the development but Niehaus said a
site was chosen an hour before Monday’s special
meeting.

Allen Decker, who purchased the former Hoopes-
ton Industrial Corporation site, agreed to a price for
10 of the 31-acre site, with a first right of refusal for
the city on the remaining 20 acres, Niehaus said.

While Goodwine has concerns, other aldermen said
the city should move forward.

Turning down the plan would be like “telling 25
families ‘you can’t improve the quality of your life
because we’re skeptical,”” said Alderman Bill Crus-
inberry.

Alderman Jeff Johnson said “if we never do any-
thing, we’ll never gain anything. Things don’t hap-
pen by doing nothing.”

Mayor Bill DeWitt told the council he hopes when
the issue is voted on at the March 3 meeting, “we
have a completely different attitude than we did the
last time.”

Economic developer Dana Goodrum said there is
positive feedback in the community about the pro-
ject. She said she spoke with Harry Brockus, Hoop-
eston Regional Health Center CEO, who is enthusi-

astic about it because employees there will qualify for
the homes.

While houses start as rentals, after 12 years, tenants
may receive financial counseling and put themselves
on the path to purchasing their homes after year 15,
which will add more revenue to the city.

Initially, the homes will generate $17,000 to $18,000
in property tax annually but after they are sold, taxes
will be based on assessed value, like any other home.

Another boost is expected during construction. Nie-
hous, the general contractor, said he tries to subcon-
tract work to local contractors and buy as much mate-
rials locally as possible.

Weather Q

Mostly cloudy today. High 50. Tonight, chance of
showers. Low 37. Tomorrow, showers likely. High 49,
low 30.

For current weather conditions, call Hoopeston
Weather Service, (217) 283-6221.

Classifieds

APARTMENTS FOR RENT

FOR RENT: Hoopeston-Newer Adult complex. 2 bedroom 1
bath. Full basement. Washing machine, refrigerator, stove. Walk
to stores. Quiet surroundings. Immediate occupancy. $475 +
deposit, references required. No pets. 217-260-2546.

HOUSES FOR RENT
FOR RENT: 2 bedroom, 1 bath, 1 car garage, completely re-
modeled with appliances available March 1st. $450 per month +
deposit. For application, call 217-283-5475.
204 Church St, Rossville- Available- March 2 BR Ranch- $425
+ deposit. No pets, references- 217-304-3477 for an application.

HOUSES FOR SALE
House for sale in Rossville - 2/3 bedroom, very nice condition,
many new updates, needs nothing. Great location, close to
school. Asking $37,000. Call 217-304-6547 for details.
For Sale By Owner - E. McNeil 2 bed, 1 bath, large privacy
fence, patio, full basement, 2 car det. garage, corner lot, appli-
ances neg, $47,000 217-283-4312

MISCELLANEOUS FOR SALE

4 mo. old large white Kenmore refrigerator. Paid $469, asking
$300; heavy duty 4 wheeled walker w/hand brakes, seat. New.
$200. (217) 748-6359

SERVICES
Pampered Pet Grooming. Lots of TLC. Call anytime for appoint-
ment. (217) 339-2340

WANTED
Buying Indian head pennies, pre-1964 silver coins. (217) 499-
2800

Call (217) 283-9348 to place your ad!




