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Blagojevich, chief of staff arrested on corruption charges 
 CHICAGO—Illinois Gov. Rod R. Blagojevich and 
his Chief of Staff, John Harris, were arrested Tuesday by 
FBI agents on federal corruption charges alleging that 
they and others are engaging in ongoing criminal activ-
ity: conspiring to obtain personal financial benefits for 
Blagojevich by leveraging his sole authority to appoint a 
United States Senator; threatening to withhold substan-
tial state assistance to the Tribune Company in connec-
tion with the sale of Wrigley Field to induce the firing of 
Chicago Tribune editorial board members sharply criti-
cal of Blagojevich; and to obtain campaign contributions 
in exchange for official actions – both historically and 
now in a push before a new state ethics law takes effect 
January 1, 2009. 
 Blagojevich, 51, and Harris, 46, both of Chicago, were 
each charged with conspiracy to commit mail and wire 
fraud and solicitation of bribery. They were charged in a 
two-count criminal complaint that was sworn out on 
Sunday and unsealed today following their arrests, 
which occurred without incident, announced Patrick J. 
Fitzgerald, United States Attorney for the Northern Dis-
trict of Illinois, and Robert D. Grant, Special Agent-in-
Charge of the Chicago Office of the Federal Bureau of 
Investigation. Both men were expected to appear later 

today before U.S. Magistrate Judge Nan Nolan in U.S. 
District Court in Chicago. 
 A 76-page FBI affidavit alleges that Blagojevich was 
intercepted on court-authorized wiretaps during the last 
month conspiring to sell or trade Illinois’ U.S. Senate 
seat vacated by President-elect Barack Obama for finan-
cial and other personal benefits for himself and his wife. 
At various times, in exchange for the Senate appoint-
ment, Blagojevich discussed obtaining: 
●  a substantial salary for himself at a either a non-profit 
foundation or an organization affiliated with labor un- 
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 Mostly cloudy today. High 31. Tonight, partly cloudy. 
Low 19. Tomorrow, mostly sunny. High 34, low 24. 
 For current weather conditions, call Hoopeston 
Weather Service, (217) 283-6221. 

election. In a recorded conversation on October 31, 
Blagojevich claimed he was approached by an associate 
of Senate Candidate 5 as follows: “We were approached 
‘pay to play.’ That, you know, he’d raise 500 grand. An 
emissary came. Then the other guy would raise a mil-
lion, if I made him (Senate Candidate 5) a Senator.” 
 On November 7, while talking on the phone about the 
Senate seat with Harris and an advisor, Blagojevich said 
he needed to consider his family and that he is 
“financially” hurting, the affidavit states. Harris alleg-
edly said that they were considering what would help 
the “financial security” of the Blagojevich family and 
what will keep Blagojevich “politically viable.” Blago-
jevich stated, “I want to make money,” adding later that 
he is interested in making $250,000 to $300,000 a year, 
the complaint alleges. 
 On November 10, in a lengthy telephone call with 
numerous advisors that included discussion about 
Blagojevich obtaining a lucrative job with a union-
affiliated organization in exchange for appointing a par-
ticular Senate candidate whom he believed was favored 
by the President-elect and which is described in more 
detail below, Blagojevich and others discussed various 
ways Blagojevich could “monetize” the relationships he 
has made as governor to make money after leaving that 
office. 
 “The breadth of corruption laid out in these charges is 
staggering,” Fitzgerald said. “They allege that Blago-
jevich put a ‘for sale’ sign on the naming of a United 
States Senator; involved himself personally in pay-to-
play schemes with the urgency of a salesman meeting 
his annual sales target; and corruptly used his office in 
an effort to trample editorial voices of criticism. The 
citizens of Illinois deserve public officials who act solely 
in the public’s interest, without putting a price tag on 
government appointments, contracts and decisions,” he 
added. 
 Grant said: “Many, including myself, thought that the 
recent conviction of a former governor would usher in a 
new era of honesty and reform in Illinois politics. 
Clearly, the charges announced today reveal that the 
office of the Governor has become nothing more than a 
vehicle for self-enrichment, unrestricted by party affilia-
tion and taking Illinois politics to a new low.” 
 The probe is part of Operation Board Games, a five-

year-old public corruption investigation of pay-to-play 
schemes, including insider-dealing, influence-peddling 
and kickbacks involving private interests and public 
duties. Federal agents today also executed search war-
rants at the offices of Friends of Blagojevich located at 
4147 North Ravenswood, Suite 300, and at the Thomp-
son Center office of Deputy Governor A. 
 Charges include historical allegations that Blagojevich 
and Harris schemed with others, including previously 
convicted defendants Antoin Rezko, Stuart Levine, Ali 
Ata and others, since becoming governor in 2002 to 
obtain and attempt to obtain financial benefits for him-
self, his family and third parties, including his campaign 
committee, Friends of Blagojevich, in exchange for ap-
pointments to state boards and commissions, state em-
ployment, state contracts and access to state funds. A 
portion of the affidavit recounts the testimony of various 
witnesses at Rezko’s trial earlier this year. 
 The charges focus on events since October when the 
government obtained information that Blagojevich and 
the chairman of Friends of Blagojevich, were accelerat-
ing Blagojevich’s allegedly corrupt fund-raising activi-
ties to accumulate as much money as possible this year 
before a new state ethics law would severely curtail 
Blagojevich’s ability to raise money from individuals 
and entities that have existing contracts worth more than 
$50,000 with the State of Illinois. Agents learned Blago-
jevich was seeking approximately $2.5 million in cam-
paign contributions by the end of the year, principally 
from or through individuals or entities, many of which 
have received state contacts or appointments, identified 
on a list maintained by Friends of Blagojevich, which 
the FBI has obtained. 
 The public is reminded that defendants are presumed 
innocent and are entitled to a fair trial at which the gov-
ernment has the burden of proving guilt beyond a rea-
sonable doubt. 
 If convicted, Blagojevich could be the fourth Illinois 

governor in 35 years to go to prison. George Ryan, gover-
nor from 1999-2003, is serving a 6½ sentence on a 2006 
corruption conviction. Prior to that, Dan Walker, Democ-
rat governor from 1973-77, served 1½ years of a seven-
year sentence on bank fraud, misapplication of funds and 
perjury, charges unrelated to his governorship. Otto Ker-
ner, Democrat governor from 1961-68, was the first to be 
sentenced to prison, serving under a year of a three-year 
sentence imposed in a 1973 conviction. He was convicted 
of bribery, tax evasion and other crimes, convicted of ar-
ranging favorable horse racing dates in return for horse 
racing association stock at reduced prices. 
 Editor’s note: Due to space limitations, the U.S. De-

partment of Justice  press release had to be shortened. 

The full text can be found at http://www.usdoj.gov/usao/

iln/pr/chicago/2008/pr1209_01.pdf. 

Classifieds 
CHILD CARE 

Little Miracles Daycare has openings for 6 weeks to 12 years 
old. Daily activities, indoor and outdoor play, warm nutritious 
meals, First Aid and CPR certified. State pay accepted. For more 
info please call 217-504-1335. 

HOUSES FOR RENT 

Large 2 Bedroom Duplex, stove and fridge, very nice, no pets. 
$400 per month + deposit. Call 217-304-6547 for application. 

2 Bedroom house in Rossville. High efficiency furnace, fresh 
paint, very nice, no pets. $450 per month + deposit. Call 217-
304-6547 for application. 

Hoopeston, So 4th Street, Clean 2 bedroom house with nice 
basement & 2 car garage. $450/Mo. with deposit. Refrig, Range, 
Washer, Dryer, Central AC & new Furnace. NO pets, Smoke 
Free. Call 283-7568 or 283-5107 for application. 

2 BR house in Hoopeston. Energy efficient furnace & central air. 
$425/mo. Deposit, references required. No pets allowed.. (815) 
471-3245 

Rossville: 206 Church St. 2 BR, basement. $450/mo.+deposit. 
No pets. (217) 304-3477 

HOUSES FOR SALE OR RENT 

Hoopeston, 421 E. Thompson  Remodeled 2 bedroom, $400 per 
month plus deposit. OR  Save money by purchasing on contract. 
Call for details. Realtor Owned 217-304-9140 

SERVICES 

Pampered Pet Grooming. Lots of TLC. Call anytime for appoint-
ment. (217) 339-2340 

Blagojevich continued from other side 

ions; 
●  placing his wife on paid corporate boards where he 
speculated she might garner as much as $150,000 a year; 
●  promises of campaign funds, including cash up front; 
and a cabinet post or ambassadorship for himself. 
 On December 4, Blagojevich allegedly told an advisor 
that he might “get some (money) up front, maybe” from 
Senate Candidate 5, if he named Senate Candidate 5 to the 
Senate seat, to insure that Senate Candidate 5 kept a prom-
ise about raising money for Blagojevich if he ran for re-
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