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Robert Duffin places a helmet on a gun in memory of soldiers lost during Tuesday’s Veterans’ Day program in the 

Hoopeston Area Middle School gym. This was the first time the ceremony has been held in conjunction with the 

school district. 

Hoopeston Area staff, students, local vets mark special day 

Start your Christmas shopping now! 
IN STOCK:  

PThe hard to find Nintendo Wii and Wii Fit. 

PAffordable Asus GPS systems   

PNew and used Desktops, and used laptops. 

Cooketech High Speed Internet available.  

217-283-9552  
303B E Main, Hoopeston 

While Supply Lasts! 

Olympic Hardware 
516 N. Dixie Hwy. Hoopeston 

(217) 283-5186  Open Sundays 

21 pc. 

Drill Bit Set 
342750 

$797 

 “When I was young, I thought Veterans’ Day was 
just another day when the bank was closed.” 
 Army Staff Sergeant Donald Bennett’s thoughts on 
the day when the nation remembers its veterans has 
changed since his youth. 
 Bennett, along with Marine Sgt. Ryan Holland, 

spoke at Hoopeston’s Veterans’ Day ceremony, the 
first ever held in Hoopeston Area schools. 
 Bennett introduced Brandon Sanks, a local soldier 
who will be leaving for Germany soon and asked 
guests to pray for him and his family. 

See VETS on other side 

      Fish Fry 
    5-8 p.m. Friday 

American Legion 
502 E. Penn, Hoopeston 

Also chicken breast & shrimp & grilled fish 

Includes salad or slaw, baked beans, fries, roll.  

Carry-outs available 283-6312 



 Mostly cloudy today. High 57. Tonight, chance of rain. 
Low 47. Tomorrow, chance of rain, snow late. High 53, 
low 34 
 For current weather conditions, call Hoopeston 
Weather Service, (217) 283-6221. 

Thursday is  

      $1beer night at 

V.F.W. 

Also serving our BIG TACOS! 
Starting at noon 

Public Welcome    Benefits welcome! 
Corner of Fourth Ave. & Orange, Hoopeston 

every Thursday  7 p.m. 

Hoopeston  

American Legion 
502 E. Penn 

Vets continued from other side 

 Bennett said a soldier’s life is not easy, deprived of 
simple pleasures, such as playing PlayStation games 
with friends. The hardest part, he said, is being taken 
away from families. 
 “Why would anyone do that,” he asked, answering 
his own question by telling assembled guests that it 
takes a special kind of person to enter the military. 
 Bennett joined the Army in July 2001 because “I 
thought it would be a good place to find direction.” 
He enlisted for four years but “I actually fell in love 
with the way of life.” 
 After Sept. 11, 2001, Bennett said he knew he 
would be going to Iraq. There, he remembered that 
while Operation Desert Storm was in force, he never 
gave thought to the soldiers fighting there. “It hurt 
my heart that I never thought about what they were 
going through,” he said. He then realized that that 
was why he was in Iraq, “so people (in America) 
could sleep at night.” 
 Holland said he decided to enter the Marine Corps 
after watching on television as the second plane hit 
the World Trade Center on Sept. 11.  
 The Iraq War is the first fought with an all-
volunteer military, which “says volumes about the 
men and women in today’s forces,” he said. 
 “The way I was raised is that I was not special,” he 
said. “The way I was raised is that I was no better 
than anyone else.” 

Correction 
 Information from the Pumpkin Decorating Contest 
was omitted from a story in Tuesday’s issue: Best of 
Show went to Carson Garrison and we need to say an 
extra big thanks to the judges Carl Ankenbrand and 
Casey Carl. Also a BIG thanks to the Jr. Women’s 
Club for bringing their games downtown as well as the 
Jaycees for bringing their costume contest downtown. 
Hoopeston Fire Dept. for providing the tables for the 
event. 
 Also, Kole Smith took first place in the fifth grade 
carving contest. 

mation, call (217) 283-5544. 

HAYB seeks board members 
 Hoopeston Area Youth Baseball is seeking members 
for the 2009 board. Current open positions are president, 
umpire coordinator, and secretary. For more information 
please contact Kasey Moore, 217-304-2695. 

Thanksgiving service 
 Hoopeston Area Ministerial Association will hold a 
Community Thanksgiving Service on Sunday, No-
vember 23, at 2 p.m. at First Christian Church. 
Choirs and musicians from several area churches 
will provide music during this service of praise and 
prayer.  
 All are invited. 

   Briefly 
 Nationally-known author and speaker, Keri Wyatt 
Kent will be speaking at the MOPS (Mothers of Pre-
schoolers) meeting.  She will share about "A mom's day 
with Jesus". November 13, 9:30-11:30 am.  There is no 
fee and free childcare is provided. 
  The group will meet at the First Church of God, 1004 
E. Orange St.  Questions:  Lori, 217-283-6984 

Men’s basketball 
 First Baptist Church will have open men’s basketball 
from 6:30-8:30 p.m. Thursdays, beginning November 6. 

HMA coat drive 
 Hoopeston Multi Agency is holding its annual coat 
drive. Coats are needed for children ages 0-18. They 
may be dropped off at 206 S. First Ave. For more infor-

Weather 

Classifieds 
APARTMENTS FOR RENT 

2 BR upstairs apt. 302 W. Washington, Hoopeston. Appliances 
included. Laundry access. 800 sq. ft. $325+security dep. Refer-
ences, no pets. Call (217) 304-3477 for application. 

1 BR apt. on main level. 321 S. Third St., Hoopeston. Appli-
ances & water included, laundry access. $275/mo.+security 
deposit. Call (217) 304-3477 for application. 

Upstairs apt. 3 BR, stove, fridge furnished. $400 dep., $400 rent. 
References required. No pets. For application, call (217) 772-
1255 or (217) 772-1254 

HOUSES FOR RENT 

2 BR, 1 bath duplex. $325/mo., trash & water included. Avail-
able immediately. (217) 304-2145 

2 Bedroom Duplex in Hoopeston. Stove & Fridge included, very 
nice. $425 per month, deposit and references required. No Pets. 
Call 217-304-6547 for application. 

LOST & FOUND 

Four year old neutered, short hair dark grey striped tabby, aver-
age size (10 pounds) with loose belly skin. He runs with a slight 
hop/limp due to an attack at a young age. He was lost on Lini-
coln and fourth street Hoopeston. He is very friendly but scared. 
(we just moved from California) His name is Jacobe. PLEASE 
call  if you seen him or know where he is. Contact Cheri @ 217-
637-7876 or moms1stbratt@hotmail.com 

MISCELLANEOUS FOR SALE 

Floral Hill adult cemetery lots. Single $250, double $450. Con-
venient, well-established location. (573) 365-7390 

SERVICES 

DOG GROOMING by Jean. HAPPY TAILS (217) 283-7426 

Call (217) 283-9348 to place your ad! 

 Girl Scout Troop 2204 is collecting 
nonperishable food items and toiletries 

such as deodorant, soap, shampoo, 
toothpaste etc., for the Grant Township 

Food Cupboard. Items may be dropped off 
at the Girl Scout Little House on Thursday 

Nov. 13 from 6-7 p. m. and  
Saturday Nov. 15 from noon - 1 p.m. 

Masonic Lodge 709 AF&AM 

Breakfast 
Eggs, Sausage, Biscuits & Gravy 

Juice, Milk or Coffee 
5:30-11 a.m. Saturday, Nov. 15 

$5  
Masonic Temple, Rt. 9 & 1st Ave., Hoopeston 

 Joining the military changed his thinking. “It takes 
a special person to go into the military,” he said. 
“They make lots of sacrifices.” 
 Holland remembered that after 9/11, many vehicles 
had flags and yellow ribbons on them. Driving from 
Danville for the ceremony, he said he saw only five 
flags or ribbons on passing autos. “As time as 
passed, we’ve traded those vehicles in, we’ve taken 
the stickers off,” he said, urging the crowd to 
“remember veterans on more than Veterans’ Day.  
 Students also participated in the program, with 
music by the high school chorus and band and read-
ings by Katelin Sheppard and Chelsea Rowe. 
 Traditionally, Hoopeston’s remembrance has been 
held in McFerren Park. However, earlier this year, 
the school district was granted a waiver allowing 
school to be in session on Veterans’ Day. Local vet-
erans’ organizations backed the measure but hoped 
schools would include programs teaching students 
about Veterans’ Day. 


