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School planning meeting short on attendance, long on ideas

Only a handful of people at-
tended a community meeting
designed to provide public input
into a long-range plan for Hoop-
eston Area schools, but those
there offered many comments,
both positive and negative.

Dave Kietzmann, vice presi-
dent of instruction at Danville
Area Community College,
moderated the meeting and will
report suggestions to the board
of education.

“What would you brag
about,” Kietzmann asked the
crowd, who came up with sev-
eral things, including:
® The music department
e Participation in community
events
o K-6 education
® Good administrators
o Class size
® Buildings in good shape
e PBIS, a behavior program
offered in the district.

e Availability of teachers to talk
to parents when necessary

® Good grade school teachers

e Helpful and friendly building
secretaries.

e Good finances

e Divers curriculum

e A small town setting offering a lot
e Care for students

Marilyn Unger marks her priorities following a community meeting Monday at
Hoopeston Area High School. Results from the meeting will be used to help school
authorities with long-range planning.

® Good mixture of new and experienced teachers
e The ability to have full time specialists, such as music,
art and P.E. teachers
® Good buses and drivers
® Good elective choices
See PLANNING on other side

Looking for a bank that’s
customer friendly and on the go?

That’s Us! 23
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Hoopestor, Illinois g\vg
Your hometown bank since 1913 " Member FDIC
221 Bank St. (217) 283-7733Rts. 1&9 283-9723
Visit our website at www.hoopestonbank.com!

INJURED AT WORK?

Call us!
We’re a Chicago-based
Law Firm but we come to Danville
every month.

Worker’s Compensation
Personal Injury

David C. Harrison
Scheele, Cornelius &
Harrison
1-800-572-9806

Call for a FREE consultation.
No fee unless we win your case.

LET US PROTECT
YOUR RIGHTS!
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Police News

"

A 30-year-old Hoopeston woman reported Monday
that someone took her son’s yellow Haro BMX-style
bicycle from the 500 block of South Fifth St.

A gold and orange Mongoose bicycle was found at
11:30 a.m. Monday in the 600 block of East Penn. The
owner may identify and claim it at the police station.

A 40-year-old Hoopeston woman reported at 12:42
p-m. Monday that someone went in her home in the
600 block of South First St., overturned a couch and a

Stan’s Small Engine Repair
Let Stan fix your
+Snowblower +Snowmobile

+Chainsaw +Weed Eater

+Lawn Mower

Open 4 p.m.-? 7 days a week!
327 W. Lincoln, Hoopeston
(217) 283-6124

box of cat litter and knocked several items off a tele-
vision.

Sherry S. Dillon, 22, of Hoopeston was arrested
after an incident at 2:19 p.m. Monday at Parkview
Court. She was charged with breach of peace consti-
tuting disorderly conduct on a complaint from a 28-
year-old Hoopeston woman who alleged Dillon

Plannin g continued from other side

failed to turn down loud music when asked to do so.
Dillon was issued a notice to appear in city court.
The owner of Hoopeston Convenience Food Mart
reported at 5:30 p.m. Monday that the driver of a
white Oldsmobile Bravado failed to pay for $15.18
of gas.
A 41-year-old Hoopeston man reported at 11:21 p.m.
Monday that someone scattered items around the floor

HOOPESTON ROCK
SERVICE

DRIVEWAY & PARKING LOT GRADING
RESIDENTIAL, COMMERCIAL, INDUSTRIAL
NEW DRIVEWAY INSTALLATION
ROCK & DIRT

DAN SHEEHAN
217-304-5052

www.hoopestonrockngrading.com

Girl Scout Troop 2204 is collecting
nonperishable food items and toiletries
such as deodorant, soap, shampoo,
toothpaste etc., for the Grant Township

Food Cupboard. Items may be dropped off
at the Girl Scout Little House on Thursday
Nov. 13 from 6-7 p. m. and
Saturday Nov. 15 from noon - 1 p.m.

e Alignment with DACC

e Good communication with parents

® Preschool program

® Sports camps

e The credit recovery program offered at the high school
that allows students to make up credits

o STI, the program that allows parents to monitor stu-
dents’ grades online.

e Strong vocational program

e Strong technology

The group was equally forthcoming when Kietzmann
asked what the district could do better.

The father of students currently attending Hoopeston
Area schools said he felt “to a certain extent that we’re
rearranging deck chairs on the Titanic,” citing pregnan-
cies of middle school students, violence and drugs as
problems. He admitted the problems “are not exclusive
to Hoopeston by any means. It’s a cultural thing.” How-
ever, “I pick my daughter up from school. It’s terrify-
ing,” he said.

The man said he and his wife are considering
homeschooling “but we hate to leave our teachers.”

The mother of former students said the district needs
to offer more college preparatory classes, saying many
classes seem geared to non-college-bound and strug-
gling students.

Others thought more classes dealing with real life
situations should be offered and perhaps mandated, such
as home economics, child care and classes dealing with
finances, such as budgeting and handling a checkbook.

Other suggestions for areas in which the district is
lacking include:

e Some students not participating in any extra-curricular
activities and the need for teachers and parents to en-

courage more activity.

o Cuts in teaching staff, resulting in larger class sizes

e Lack of parental involvement

e Weakness in advanced foreign languages

e Need for more vocational/occupational classes for
students not planning to attend college

e Lowered expectations towards students in upper
grades

e The drop out rate

e The need to find more qualified teachers and non-
certified staff

e Too little involvement from the community and busi-
nesses in the schools

o The need for internships and D.O. programs at more
diversified businesses.

At the end of the meeting, Kietzmann asked those
attending to make checkmarks under the list of what
could be improved and will submit those numbers to the
board.

“Obviously, the school board can’t focus on all of
them,” he said, asking each person to check the five
areas most important to him or her.

“I think we will see a lot of these challenges in the
strategic plan,” Kietzmann said, adding several men-
tioned by community members had also been brought
up by administrators and staff.

of his garage and turned over a table. The damage oc-
curred in the 600 block of South First Ave.

PAYLESS TOURS, INC.
Dec. 3, Meskwaki in Tama, la.
$140.PP 2 Nts. Hotel (Favorite Place!)
Very Nice Rooms, Very Clean Place!
$60 Cashback, Three $3.Food cpns.

FREE Soft Drinks, Big Bingo Hall, Lots of Slots,
Live Keno, Table Games, Nice Pool, Buffet,
Steak House, Food Court, Cafe, Snack Bar,

Bus leaves Hoopeston, Danville & Champaign
Call Carolyn 217-283-7406 Few seats left

Weather ’%\é‘
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Chance of rain today and tonight. High 49, low 42.
Tomorrow, mostly cloudy, chance of rain late. High 57,
low 42.

For current weather conditions, call Hoopeston
Weather Service, (217) 283-6221.

Classifieds

APARTMENTS FOR RENT

2 BR upstairs apt. 302 W. Washington, Hoopeston. Appliances
included. Laundry access. 800 sq. ft. $325+security dep. Refer-
ences, no pets. Call (217) 304-3477 for application.
1 BR apt. on main level. 321 S. Third St., Hoopeston. Appli-
ances & water included, laundry access. $275/mo.+security
deposit. Call (217) 304-3477 for application.
Upstairs apt. 3 BR, stove, fridge furnished. $400 dep., $400 rent.
References required. No pets. For application, call (217) 772-
1255 or (217) 772-1254

HOUSES FOR RENT
2 BR, 1 bath duplex. $325/mo., trash & water included. Avail-
able immediately. (217) 304-2145

MISCELLANEOUS FOR SALE
Floral Hill adult cemetery lots. Single $250, double $450. Con-
venient, well-established location. (573) 365-7390
PETS

2 AKC registered Black Lab puppies, 1 male, 1 female. (217)
772-1951

SERVICES
Pampered Pet Grooming. Lots of TLC. Call anytime for appoint-
ment. (217) 339-2340
DOG GROOMING by Jean. HAPPY TAILS (217) 283-7426

Call (217) 283-9348
to place your ad!




