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INJURED AT WORK? 
Call us! 

We’re a Chicago-based 
Law firm but we come to Danville 

every month. 

Worker’s Compensation 

Personal Injury 

 

David C. Harrison 

Scheele, Cornelius & 

Harrison 

1-800-572-9806 

 
Call for a FREE consultation.  

No fee unless we win your case. 

 

LET US PROTECT  

YOUR RIGHTS! 

 

Fun For All 
Miniature Golf Course 

Hours: Mon.-Sat. 2:30 p.m.-9 p.m. 

Sun. 12:30 p.m.-9 p.m. 

Hole in One gets free game! 
Plan your summer party with us!    

        Call (217) 283-6463  

          or email 
                funforall@hoopeston.org 

              McFerren Park 

                   Rt. 1, Hoopeston 

‘Where There’s a ‘Will’amina, There’s a Way’ t-shirts ready 
 A local sorority is selling t-shirts 
to benefit a local family whose 
daughter is fighting cancer. 
 “Where There’s a Willamina, 
There’s a Way” shirts are being 
sold by Beta Sigma Phi-Psi Iota. 
Proceeds from the shirts, $10 
each, will benefit Will, Katie and 
Willamina Clayton, in Wil-
lamina’s fight against liver cancer. 
 The idea for the shirts came 
from Heartland Healthcare Center 
in Paxton, where Will Clayton 
works. When Mr. Clayton re-
turned to work earlier this month, 
Heartland employees wore the 
shirts in support of Willamina. 
 Sorority members ordered 300 of the  shirts, said 
member Jennifer Robinson. The group will continue to 
order shirts as long as there is a demand for them, she 
said. 
 The Clayton family first learned of Willamina’s 
tumor last month. A CT scan showed the tumor cov-
ers most of Willamina’s liver. She was taken to Riley 
Children’s Hospital in Indianapolis and began che-

motherapy. 
 Since then, the family has rid-
den a roller coaster ride of good 
days, bad days and worse days. 
Katie Clayton blogs information 
at www.caringbridge.org, keeping 
visitors up to date on Willamina’s 
struggles with the chemo, lack of 
sleep and most currently, weight 
loss. 
 Besides dealing with Wil-
lamina’s condition, the Claytons 
are also grieving the loss of the 
child Mrs. Clayton learned she 
was carrying just days before Wil-
lamina became ill. At a doctor’s 
appointment on July 16, doctors 

could not find a heartbeat.  
 At a guestbook on the caringbridge.org site, people 
from across the country lift the family up with words of 
encouragement and prayers. 
 Sorority members thought of the shirts as a way to 
help the family. 
 Anyone wishing to buy a shirt may contact Robinson 
at (217) 283-6199 or (217) 304-2021.  
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Bloomington 

 WELLINGTON—If it weren’t for the food being 
served, Friday would have seemed like  just another day 
at Community Bank’s Wellington facility. 
 In fact, Friday marked the last day the of the branch 
office, which has been open for more than 90 years.  
 The closing was announced in a letter to customers 
sent in April. In the letter, bank President and CEO Bill 
Nicholls said it was no longer economically feasible to 

maintain the facility, at 222 E. Main St. 
 Friday, the bank honored its customers—and its his-
tory—with an open house. 
 Don Hallock of Milford was one of the last customers 
to transact business at the facility. “I’ve banked here for 
years,” he said. Asked if he would be going to the Hoop-
eston branches of Community Bank, he said he would.  

See BANK on other side 

Customers turn out to say goodbye to Wellington bank 



   Briefly 
Calendar winners 

 The July 18 winner in the Hoopeston Area Music 
Booster calendar drawing was Kristi Miller, Murphys-
boro. 

Soccer camp registrations 
 Hoopeston Area Cornjerker Soccer Camp will be held 
July 28-31.  Grades 5-8 will be from 2:30 - 4:30 and 
grades preK-4 are from 4:30 - 6.  
 Registration fee is $35. Forms are available at the su-
perintendent’s office or by calling Coach Klaber at (217)
283-5623.  

 Partly sunny today. High 82. Tonight, partly cloudy. 
Low 61. Tomorrow, mostly sunny. High 82, low 62. 
 For current weather conditions, call Hoopeston 
Weather Service, (217) 283-6221. 

Weather 

Bank continued from other side 

“What choice do I have,” he asked. 
 Teller Louise Barten, who a minute before was slicing 
a cheesecake, cleaned her hands and went to the teller 
window to wait on Hallock. Both she  and Sue William-
son transferred to the bank’s Hoopeston branches this 
week. 
 It was a time of remembering for those who had 
worked at the bank. Evelyn Voyles Thompson said 
when she started at the bank in 1950, it had no indoor 
bathroom or running water. “A two-seater” outhouse 
was shared by bank and post office employees, while a 
bucket and cup provided drinking water. 
 Originally called The Wellington Bank, the facility 

opened in 1913, when Isaac E. Merritt and Mark R. Kop-
lin formed the Merritt and Koplin Banking Company. 
Merritt put $5,000 of his own money in a safe in Alex 
Pate’s store as the original capital and began doing busi-
ness on May 8. The bank was chartered in October 1913. 
 A year later, the name was changed to The Wellington 
State Bank and it was relocated in a new building on the 
south side of Main Street, where it has remained. 
 The bank expanded to Hoopeston with the facility at 
Rtes. 1 and 9 and, in 1986, the bank sold from the main 
shareholders to Coyn Richardson of Charleston. The next 
year, the name changed to Community Bank, with the 
main bank located in a new building on Bank St. in Hoop-
eston. 
 At this time, the Wellington facility was made smaller 
but remained in the same building that housed it since 
1914.  WATSON - Reba M. Watson, 80, of Hoopeston 

died at 8:35 a.m. Saturday, July 19, 2008 at Hoopes-
ton Community Nursing Home. Funeral service will 
be at 1 p.m. Thursday at Wolfe Funeral Home, 
Hoopeston. Burial will be in Floral Hill Cemetery, 
Hoopeston. Visitation will be 5-7 p.m. Wednesday at 
the funeral home. Memorials may be made to a char-
ity of the donor’s choice. 

Obituaries 

Classifieds 
HOUSES FOR RENT 

2 BR, newly remodeled. $400/mo.+$400 deposit. (217) 283-
5093 

HOUSES FOR SALE 

*Rural Hoopeston* – Very nice, remodeled, 3 beds, 2 bath, 2212 
sq. ft., usable basement, above ground pool, 3 car garage on 
almost 1 acre. $119,900.  Call 217-283-6413.  

PRODUCE 

Blackberries for sale. Call (217) 283-7805 

SERVICES 

J&S Auto Detailing. $50 most vehicles. Pick up and Delivery 
available. Call 1-217-504-5281. Hoopeston and surrounding 
areas. 

Call (217) 283-9348 to place your ad! 
Don Hallock of Milford makes a final transaction Friday at Community Bank’s Wellington facility, top, while, bottom,  

former employees gather at an open house. From left are Bonnie Goodrich, Shirley Moore, Louise Reece, Evelyn 

Voyles Thompson and Myrna Johnson. 

 Linda L. Brown, 45, of Hoopeston was arrested after 
an incident at 8:50 p.m. Sunday in the 400 block of 
East Washington. She was charged with battery on a 
complaint from a 22-year-old Hoopeston woman who 
alleged Brown slapped her during an argument at the 
woman’s home, after Brown demanded a place to stay 
from the woman. 
 Brown was released on a notice to appear in court. 

Police News 


