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State of working Illinois 
  I was glad to see that our city is going to be repre-
sented at the Challenge and Opportunity Forum to be 
conducted by the University of Illinois. It will be nice to 
find out what a small town can do to get on our feet after 
we have lost so much industry. It would have been nice 
if this sort of thing could have taken place 30-40 years 
ago, before most of the industry in this town was either 
shut down or down sized. That is water under the bridge, 
and we need new ideas to continue on. 
  As a people, we have always adapted to jobs available 
at a particular time. When our nation was discovered, 
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   Briefly 
Town Hall meeting 

 The City of Hoopeston will host a Town Hall Meeting 
at 7 p.m. Tuesday, Sept. 25 at St. Anthony’s Parish Hall 
to provide a report on the outcomes of the Hoopeston 
Visioning process. The high priority goal areas 
(infrastructure, housing, business retention and expan-
sion, and downtown revitalization) will be discussed in 
detail at this meeting. You will have the opportunity to 
provide input into the process and sign up to be involved 
on a committee or volunteer for various projects.  

Tiny Tots 
 “Awesome Owls” is the theme of this week’s Tiny 
Tots story program at the Hoopeston Public Library 
children’s room.  
 Tiny Tots is for children ages 1-4 who are accompa-
nied by an adult. 

Scouting signup 
 Daisy, Brownie and Girl Scout signup will be held 
from 6-8 p.m. Tuesday at the Girl Scout Little House in 
McFerren Park.  

over 90 percent of the people were farmers. They not 
only raised vegetables to be stored in root cellars, but 
grew crops to feed livestock, and milled some to make 
bread. They raised farm animals, some of which they 
butchered and stored either smoked or salted,  hunted 
wildlife and fished for sustenance. Most tasks the farmer 
and his family did for themselves (thus the term Jack of 
All trades/Master of none applied to them). They made 
their own furniture, clothes and most everything they 
needed. Their children attended a one room school in the 
middle of a section of land and this  

See LETTER on other side 

Letters to the Editor 



people believe that awards, certificates of accomplish-
ments, and trophies are the true measure of ones success. 
No matter what deed I have accomplished, if I let my kids 
down, how can  I consider myself successful?  Some of 
the greatest achievements a person can ever attain, are 
unknown except to one's self. 
 Good luck to the forum. 

 Tom Evans 
Hoopeston 

you what the person on the other end is saying.  
  For many years W. Edwards Deming and many other 
economists tried to educate the leaders of big industrial 
companies on the proper way to run their businesses 
economically, but these managers were stubborn, and 
ran the companies their way. I remember one line a per-
sonnel manager once told me, "We must agree to dis-
agree."  Who was he trying to kid? They did not care if 
they got it right or not! That is why today, CEOs make 
so much money, with golden parachutes, and costly 
benefits, while they try to get you to work for minimum 
wage. What have they actually done to earn that kind of 
money? At least the Capitalists of the past had some 
compassion for the workers. 
 So that is where we are at right now. In  1993, Peter 
Drucker wrote a book called "Post Capitalist Society". A 
lot of what he forecast over 10 years ago has come to 
fruition already. I wish every American had a chance to 
read and understand what this economist had to say 
about our future. 
 In a nutshell he sees us entering a period of time that 
could be called the knowledge or information revolu-
tion. Gone are the times that we can succeed by just 
sweating and bowing our necks. I can  remember doing 
both playing football in high school, baling hay on the 
farm, and lifting tin plate at the can. We are entering a 
phase of time that is going to require our children to bow 
what is between their ears, if they are going to succeed. I 
hope all of them receive the knowledge they are going to 
need to survive what the future has in store for them. 
 It is important that if parents want to help their chil-
dren to succeed, that they must encourage them to get 
the most that they can out of school. They need to work 
with their kids, the teachers and administrators, to ensure 
that their kids are on the right path. Teachers cannot do it 
alone, parents must help them. Don't let your child 
down. 
 How does one measure his success in life?  Many 

less time. This contributed to fewer farms that were big-
ger, and farmers had much more overhead (seed, fertil-
izer, animal feed, expensive equipment, etc.) that neces-
sitated they become good financial managers in order to 
succeed. 
 Right after WWII, many servicemen went to school to 
become leaders in our industries and factories. That be-
gan the production revolution. Slowly, the big capitalist 
began selling off stock in their family owned companies, 
and the primary stockholders became the employees. 
Then many workers became eligible to retire (retirement 
benefits unions helped them attain), and these compa-
nies were not prepared for this inevitable event. They 
were in  a bind. They had to find cheaper labor with no 
benefits. Unfortunately, it was overseas. That is basi-
cally why most of our factories have closed down or cut 
back on the workers needed in this country, and why 
when you buy merchandise at the store it has made in 
China, Japan, Mexico, India, etc. stamped on it. That is 
also why, when you make a call to a company in the 
USA for assistance, you need an interpreter to explain to 

Classifieds 
APARTMENTS FOR RENT 

Rossville: 1 bdr Riverview Apartments. Completely refurbished, 
on-site washers & dryers. $320/mo., $320 deposit. Call (217) 
840-3672. 

CHILDCARE 

Hoopeston daycare has full time, part time openings. Transporta-
tion to and from school will be provided. Call Amy at (217) 213-
7491 

HELP WANTED 

Shift leader and office specialist. Applications available at cus-
tomer service desk at Pamida. 

MISCELLANEOUS FOR SALE 

Lake Freeman getaway for sale. Large living/rec room, full 
kitchen (fridge included) 2 bedrooms, new roof. $10,500 OBO. 
(217) 495-0103 

Everything you need for a beginning drummer: drum set, drum 
kit and percussion set, all for $500. Phone after 6 p.m.: (217) 
759-7080 

SERVICES 

Dog Grooming by Jean. TLC for your Dog or Cat. Saturday & 
Sunday appointments on occasion. Pickup & delivery available. 
Also boarding. (217) 283-7426 

Letter continued from other side 

was for all elementary students. When they graduated, 
they attended high school in the city. Those who had spe-
cial talents (blacksmiths, grocery store keepers, doctors, 
etc.) were often paid by the barter system. 
  This is the way it was from the 16th century until the 
early 20th century. When mass immigration took place in  
late 1800/early 1900, many of them sat at Ellis Island 
without jobs. That is when Ford, Carnegie, Dupont, and 
other capitalists began building big industrial companies 
and these immigrants were put to work. Some of these 
people were our ancestors. 
  During the 1800s and 1900s, a mechanical revolution 
redefined the way things were done on the farm and in 
industry. First there was a decline in the numbers of farm-
ers needed to produce crops needed in our country and 
what was sold to foreign countries. The bushels of a crop 
that could be grown on each acre kept increasing because 
of better seeds, customized chemicals and increased 
knowledge of the best farming methods. Because there 
were fewer people actually farming, machinery was devel-
oped that could plant, cultivate, and harvest more acres in 

Weather 

 Thunderstorms likely today and tonight. High 84, low 
60. Tomorrow, mostly cloudy. High 75, low 55. 
 For current weather conditions, call Hoopeston 
Weather Service, (217) 283-6221. 


