
Physician assistant initiates reading intervention program 

Tuesday is Senior Citizens Day 

            $2 OFF 

             Quicklube Plus 
         •Lube, oil & Filter 

       •Top off Fluids 
              •10-pt. maintenance check 

             Call 283-6688 
   HOOPESTON    *Not valid with other offers 

Lourdine Florek 
owner/publisher 

Hoopeston’s only locally-owned daily news publication 

P.O. Box 441, Hoopeston, IL. 60942           www.justthefacts.net 

the Facts© 

 Tuesday, April 24, 2007 

Phone/Fax: 
(217) 283-9348 

Email: 
publish@justthefacts.net 

key to a successful program. Reading aloud is important 
because it fosters language development, promotes read-
ing skills, motivates a child to love books and prepares a 
child for success in school.  
 Studies have shown that a child’s language evolves 
primarily through their parent(s) and that by age two, a 
child’s language skills will likely correlate with later 
cognitive performance. This program provides informa- 

See READING on other side 

 Keith Whitaker, Hoopeston 
Regional Health Center Physi-
cian Assistant, went on a health-
care mission trip to Haiti last 
summer and came home with a 
new program that will be used in 
the Hoopeston and Cissna Park 
Medical Clinics.  
 While the mission trip was 
deeply moving on a personal 
level, it was also beneficial to 
both communities because an-
other participant introduced 
Whitaker to the “Reach Out and 
Read” program. Anita Berry, 
who has been heavily involved 
in setting up similar programs,  
talked with Whitaker about the 
benefits of the program. He felt it 
would be beneficial to offer it 
locally.  
 Once he was back in the states, 
Whitaker attended formal train-
ing so that he could train other 
providers on the program before 
the January 2007 implementation 
date. 
 The program is based on the belief that literacy should 
become a standard part of pediatric primary care, so that 
children grow up with books and a love of reading. Par-
ents are encouraged to read with their children starting at 
an early age. Developmentally appropriate books are 
given during each well-child exam for children six 
months to five years, for a total of 10 books per child.  
 During exams providers also discuss the benefits of 
reading with parents and educate them that they are the 

Just Like Home... 

 We might have the largest facility in 
town, but our aim is to make you feel 
as comfortable as if you were in your 
own home. Planning a funeral for a 
loved one is never easy but Anderson 
Funeral Home has updated and 
expanded its facilities in order to give 
the families we serve a more relaxed, 
home-like atmosphere.  
 Call or visit Anderson Funeral home 
and see why we offer 
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Keith Whitaker, Physician Assistant, PA-C, AT-C, explains the Reach Out and 

Read program to Melissa Blakey and her daughter, Lyndsie, at Charlotte Russell 

Medical Center. 



 Chance of thunderstorms today. High 71. Tonight, 
rain. Low 54. Tomorrow, rain. High 61, low 49. 
 For current weather conditions, call Hoopeston 
Weather Service, (217) 283-6221. 
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Classifieds 
FREE STUFF 

Used couch. Needs a little work. May be picked up on porch 
at 402 E. Seminary, Hoopeston. 

HELP WANTED 

City of Hoopeston will accept applications for part time 
seasonal help at the cemetery. Applications may be picked 
up at City Hall. Return completed apps to City Hall by 4 
pm. Thursday, April 26. EOE  

LOST & FOUND 

Black Lab Mix Mother and Chocolate Puppy Found South 
of Antioch Church of Christ on 1900 East Road, Rossville  
Call (217) 304 2734 

MISCELLANEOUS FOR SALE 

1999 Trail Lite Hybrid travel trailer sleeps 6-8, air, furnace, 
toilet, shower, fridge, awning. Excellent condition. $6500   
(217) 283-7350  

Call (217) 283-9348  

to place your ad. 

With Lifeline available, you can rest  
assured that you’ve got help when you  

need it - with the push of a button.  If your  
independence is important, let Lifeline help! 

    There’s no better time to gain that 
peace of mind and security because 
Lifeline is offering free installation 

through May 7, a savings of $80! 
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Independent Living 

Apartments  
at  217-283-9215  

to schedule  
installation. 

Having Lifeline available gives  

me a feeling of security so I can 

continue to be independent. 

Virginia McClellen 

Lifeline Response Service  
The Lifeline emergency response  
service provides you with things  

that are priceless…  
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Reading continued from other side 

tion and materials so that parents can learn how they can 
positively influence the child during this development 
period.  
 For more information on this program, contact Char-
lotte Ann Russell Medical Center at (217) 283-5644. 

Police News 

 A 35-year-old Watseka man reported at 5:30 p.m. 
Sunday that he left his wallet at Casey’s General Store, 
1022 W. Penn, and when he returned for it, it was gone. 
The wallet contained identification, an undisclosed 
amount of money and other personal documents. 

 RIFE - Norma Lucille Rife, 87, of Rossville died 
at 5:16 a.m. Monday April 23, 2007 at home. Ar-
rangements are incomplete at the Wolfe Funeral 
Home in Rossville. 

March 15 

Keith A. Whorrall, Hoopeston, failed to appear at 
status hearing; case to be registered with Vermilion 
County Circuit Court, Danville. 

Karen M. Heath, Hoopeston, new status hearing 
April 19. 

Steven J. Akins, Hoopeston, failed to appear at 
sentencing for two cases, fined $230 on each; status 
hearing April 19. 

Robert G. McCrory, Hoopeston, failed to appear 
at sentencing, fined $230; status hearing April 19. 

Christopher T. Ford, Hoopeston, fined $230; 
status hearing May 17. 

Cyndi Houston, Hoopeston, case continued to 
April 19. 

Court Dispositions 

Obituaries 


