
 Hoopeston Area school board members are beginning 
the search for a new superintendent. 
 At Thursday night’s regular meeting, the board an-
nounced a special meeting to be held at 7 p.m. Wednes-
day.  
 The board will meet with Dave Love of the Illinois 
Association of School Boards to discuss how the IASB 
can help with a search for a new superintendent, said 
interim Superintendent Don Dean. 
 The board is looking for a new superintendent after the 
December 16 death of Mark Conolly. 
 Dean told the board that Love will discuss the two 
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levels of service for searches that are available. With the 
more in-depth service, at a cost of $3,600, the IASB will 
help Hoopeston Area find a candidate that meets district 
needs. “It’s not one size fits all,” he said. 
 In unrelated action, a rural Hoopeston family will be 
allowed to take its 160 acre farm to the Paxton-Buckley 
Loda district if a similar land parcel is added to Hoopes-
ton. 
 Dean told the board that an unnamed family, whose 
land borders the PBL district, would like to annex to the 
district so a child who has been home-schooled can take 
driver’s education. Dean said the boy’s mother told him 
the family shops and attends church in Paxton and there-
fore would like to annex their farm to the district. 
 “My feeling is if somebody is in this situation, it’s 
better off to let them go and get on with their life,” Dean 
said, adding Hoopeston Area would lose no state aid 
since the student is home-schooled, and little property 
tax on 160 acres. 
 However, board members worried that the action 
might start a precedent that would affect larger families 
and larger farms. “It’s fine in this situation but what if 
their neighbor has 400 acres and five kids,” said Russ  

See HOOPESTON AREA on other side 

Hoopeston Area board to begin superintendent search 

THE ALPHA COURSE 
We invite you to join  

The Alpha Course.  
 The course is ideal for anyone 
who wants to learn more about the 
Christian faith in a relaxed,  
non-church setting.  
 It is a great opportunity to meet 
new people and make new friends. 

January 14-April 1 
Sunday evenings 

5:30 p.m.-8 p.m. 
at the  

Hoopeston Multi Agency 
206 S. First Ave. 

The evening meal and child care 
will be provided free of charge. 
For information and registration, 

(217) 304-0006. 
Sponsored in part by local Christian businessmen 

Get the Max Back 
Guaranteed. 

Maximum Refund.  
We get you everything you deserve or 

it’s FREE. 
It’s estimated Americans overpaid their taxes by a 
billion dollars. Don’t be one of them. H&R Block will 
get you the maximum refund you’re entitled to, or 
your tax preparation is free. So every dollar you’ve 
earned is where it belongs. In your pocket. 

Joyce Allen  
110 EAST MAIN 

HOOPESTON IL       (217) 283-5178 
         

 
 

If, due to H&R Block’s Error, you are entitled to a larger refund (or smaller tax 
liability) that what we calculated, we will refund your tax preparation fee for that 

return. At participating locations. Refund claims must be made during calendar year 
in which the tax return was prepared. ©2005H&R Block Services, Inc. 

First Annual 

DEANO’S 
His & Her  

Super Bowl Party 
No Woman Left Behind 

Join Lori and Angie at  

DEANO’S ON MAIN 
Ladies Football Party 

February 4th, starting at 3 p.m. 
We will have football, food and games in 

the front, just for the ladies. Bring your guy for 
a party in the back of his own. 

Don’t be left out of the fun 
We will have our own little shopping spree! 

Come see the newest Lia Sophia, Body Water 
Skin Care Products and, best of all, 

It’s just for the ladies! 

   Hoopeston Lions Club 

     Pancake & Sausage Day 
Saturday, Feb. 3     5 a.m.-2 p.m. 

Hoopeston American Legion 
Adults $4 Under 6 free 

Bulk Sausage 
available at  

Olympic Hardware 



 HOFFMANN - Wayne E. Hoffmann, 82, of Cissna 
Park died at 6:05 p.m. Thursday, Jan. 18, 2007 at Carle 
Foundation Hospital, Urbana. Funeral service will be at 
10:30 a.m. Monday at Union Church, Cissna Park. Pri-
vate graveside service will be held. Visitation was 4-8 
p.m. Sunday at Knapp Funeral Home, Cissna Park. Me-
morials may be made to a charity of the donor’s choice. 
 McVICKER—William “Bill” McVicker, 90, of rural 
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Walder. 
 Board member Sara Johnson suggested a land swap, 
which the board agreed upon, leaving Dean to tell the 
family that unless a similar parcel can be added to 
Hoopeston Area, the board is not interested in agreeing 
to the request. 
 In unrelated business, the board: 
● Learned district finances are on track midway through 
the year. In the education fund, 57 percent of budgeted 
revenue has been received and 49 percent of expenses 
paid. In the building fund, 95 percent of income is in and 
19 percent of expenses paid. And in the transportation 
fund, 60 percent of income has been received and 55 
percent of expenses spent. 
● Heard from Dean about the possibility of offering an 
early retirement buyout to non-certified staff. A previous 
buyout was paid off in January and Dean suggested 
offering another - under which non-certified staff could 
pay for five additional years of age and time served - 
towards retirement. The issue will be discussed further 
before Dean’s suggested spring deadline. 
● Learned the district will be purchasing electricity from 
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the Illinois Electric Consortium, a group of schools co-
oping electric service. Hoopeston Area has been a co-op 
member for several years but has purchased electricity 
from Ameren because of its low cost. With the end of 
the electric rate freeze in Illinois, however, the consor-
tium will be able to provide electricity more inexpen-
sively. 
● Approved the countywide calendar for 2007-08 and 
2008-09. 
● Approved resignations from middle school English 
teacher Lois Peterson, who is retiring; Carrie Vallero 
high school computer teacher; and Jay Sandefer, head 
high school football coach.  
 The board also named Matt Dix as high school drama 
coach for the spring musical. 

Hoopeston died at 2:45 p.m. Thursday, Jan. 18, 2007 at 
his home after an extended illness. Funeral service was 
at 3 p.m. Saturday at Wellington United Methodist 
Church, Wellington. Burial was in Floral Hill Cemetery, 
Hoopeston. Visitation was 1-3 p.m. Saturday at the fu-
neral home. Memorials are suggested to the church. 
Brown-Alkire Funeral Home was in charge of arrange-
ments.  
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Clearance sale on name brand kids’ wear. Save 50-75% off 
retail. Exclusive time limit offer. Log on to 
www.magickidsusa.com or call 1-888-225-9411 for free color 
catalog. Mention discount code MK30193. 

APARTMENTS FOR RENT 

HOOPESTON:  Adult complex. 2 bedroom - 1 bath. Full base-
ment . Used only for small business. NEVER BEEN LIVED IN. 
All new appliances. Walk to stores. Quiet surroundings. Avail-
able NOW.  $475 + deposit. No pets. (217) 260-2546. 

HELP WANTED 

Over the road driver. 2 years experience. Competitive wages. 
Call David at Dago’s Truck Repair, (217) 283-7010 

LOST & FOUND 

LOST: 2 male dogs, 1 mini Schnauzer, “Reggie,” and a fawn 
pug, “Reece.” Last seen in Wellington. Reward. (815) 984-4023 

SERVICES 

Pampered Pet Grooming. Lots of TLC. Call anytime for appoint-
ment. (217) 339-2340  

Call (217) 283-9348 to place your ad. 
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Police News 

 Christopher T. Ford, 24, of 830 E. Seminary was 
arrested at 8:47 p.m. Wednesday on Route 1, one 
quarter mile south of Hoopeston. 
 Ford was charged with possession of cannabis un-
der city ordinance and was released on a notice to 
appear. 
 A Casey’s General Store employee reported at 
9:15 p.m. Thursday that someone in a red or maroon 

carry-all type vehicle left without paying for gas 
from the store at 225 E. Orange. 
 A 34-year-old Hoopeston man reported Thursday 
that someone took an undisclosed amount of money 
from his home in the 600 block of East Thompson. 
 Apolinar Solis, 17, of 38836 N 1830 East Rd., was 
arrested at 9:58 a.m. Friday at Hoopeston Area High 
School.  

Obituaries 


