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Hoopeston mourns unexpected death of superintendent

The unexpected death of Hoopeston Area
Superintendent Mark Conolly has left a hole
in the community, the school district and his
family, said school board President Steve
Unger.

Mr. Conolly, 53, died Saturday afternoon
of a massive heart attack. According to re-
ports, he and his family had eaten lunch at
Red Lobster in Danville and had gone to the
Village Mall. He became ill suddenly and
reportedly was going to return to his vehicle
while family members went to Hobby
Lobby.

He was pronounced dead at Provena
United Samaritans Medical Center in Dan-
ville.

At Thursday night’s board meeting, Conolly appeared
to be suffering from a cold. His voice a little hoarse, he
said he was going to try not to talk to much during the
meeting, then joked with Honeywell teacher Chris New-
man about his being quiet.

Unger said he didn’t believe Mr. Conolly’s cold was
related to the heart attack. He said that a few years ago,
Mr. Conolly suffered a collapsed lung and that since
then, he would sometimes have shortness of breath and
chest pains. “He’d sit down and relax, it would go away
and he would deal with it.”

Mr. Conolly had served as superintendent for approxi-
mately 10 years. He started at Hoopeston as a high
school history teacher and was later named high school
principal before becoming superintendent.

Board members are dealing not only with the personal
loss caused by Mr. Conolly’s death but also with run-
ning the school district.

Former superintendent Don Dean has agreed to act as
interim superintendent until the board is able to meet.

MARK CONOLLY

Mr. Conolly was named superintendent
when Dean retired.

Dean will oversee the last two days of
school before the semester break and will
take care of day to day duties “until the
board meets to decide what direction its
going to take,” Unger said.

Unger said he is unsure when the board
will meet. While a special meeting may be
called, “it’s so fresh and new that it might
take us until our next meeting to get our
ducks in order,” he said.
| The next regular board meeting is set for
Jan. 18, 2007.

Board members have never had to deal
with this situation before and will ask school attorney
William Nelson for advice on how to deal with issues
such as naming an interim superintendent to handle the
school’s affairs until a new superintendent is named,
Unger said.

Unger called Mr. Conolly’s death “a loss. It’s tough.
He was a friend,” he added, his voice breaking.

Funeral arrangements for Mr. Conolly are pending at

Anderson Funeral Home.

Hoopeston Area board approves
tri-party deactivation contract

An agreement among Rossville-Alvin, Hoopeston
Area and Bismarck-Henning districts regarding
Rossville high school students got a nod from the
Hoopeston Area board Thursday night.

The board unanimously approved a two-year
agreement under which Rossville-Alvin will pay
tuition for its high school students to attend Hoopes-
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Give a Gift Certificate
They can get a lot for it

at the After-Christmas Sale
Flowers & Gifts by Molly Cullfert

702 W. Main, Hoopeston 283-5578 Open 7 Days

Looking for a bank that’s
customer friendly and on the go?

That’s Us!
(i 07717722/7111‘/ fﬂﬁ/é¥

Hoopestorm, lllinois )Vg
Your hometown bank since 1913 " Member FDIC
221 Bank St. (217) 283-7733Rts. 1&9 283-9723
221 E. Main, Wellington (815) 984-3130

T’S A PERFECT GIFT

This year, give the type of
present that your loved one
won’t want to return. A
gift certificate for a

relaxing massage is the perfect gift
for that special someone and they’re on

sale through December 24th. Call 283-4012

to order your holiday gift certificates.

Hands On Massage Therapy

is having a Gift Certificate
Sale just in time for the
holidays. Packages
include:

Mini Spa $30

Full Swedish $30
Spa Package $40
Hot Stone
Massage $60

HA NDS ON

E THERAPY

MASS




Specials!
Old World Angel ornament "2 price
Jeweled pillows (all season) were

$19.98, now $15

702 W. Main, Hoopeston 283-5578 Open 7 Days

Flowers ¥ Gifts by Molly Cullert
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At Insurance®
Harris Agency, Inc.

Auto « Home ¢ Business ¢ Life
(217) 283-5031
www.harrisinsagency.com

HOOPESTON ROCK
SERVICE

DRIVE WAY & PARKING LOT GRADING

NEW DRIVEWAY INSTALLATION
ROCK & DIRT

DAN SHEEHAN
217-304-5052

www.hoopestonrockngrading.com

RESIDENTIAL, COMMERCIAL, INDUSTRIAL
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Special Buffet

for Children 10 & under

FREE every Monday
Must be accompanied by parent
Must present coupon. Expires 12/31/06

r———

113 E. Main, Hoopeston (217) 283-5888_l
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Tiny Tots

Tiny Tots will not be held this week.

Food for Fines
Now is the time to return that overdue item and help
your community at the same time. Hoopeston Public
Library will accept items for the Grant Township Food
Cupboard during December. Personal care products,
nonperishable food and paper products will be accepted
and will count towards payment of overdue fines.

Chamber Bucks
The Hoopeston Chamber of Commerce has Chamber
Bucks available in various denominations for people on
your Christmas list. Give the gift that benefits the com-

munity by keeping dollars in Hoopeston.
Call the office at 283-7873 to order your Chamber
Bucks today.

Miracle Tree locations

Miracle Trees with gift tags will be at Pamida shop-
ping center, Global Fashions and First Allied Securities
this year. Employees and management of all three look
forward to helping participants in this annual Grant
Township event.

Meetings

® Rossville-Alvin School Board, 7 p.m. Monday, grade
school library.
e Rossville Village Board, 7 p.m. Monday, village of-

fice.

® Hoopeston City Council, 7 p.m. Tuesday, city hall.
New Books at the Library

Police News

James L. Vincent, 35, of 422 S. Market was arrested
at 2:30 p.m. Friday in the 400 block of South Market.

Vincent, wanted on an Effingham County warrant,
was released on bond with a court date in Effingham.

HA continued from other side

Melissa J. Calloway, 19, of 314 N. Market was ar-
rested at 5:12 p.m. Friday at Pamida, 1020 W. Chestnut.

She was charged with retail theft (shoplifting) and was
taken to the Public Safety Building in Danville.

ton Area or Bismarck-Henning schools.

A previous two-year agreement expires this year.

The three boards met November 27 to review the
proposed agreement.

HA board President Steve Unger said the agree-
ment is very similar to the original one approved
when Rossville-Alvin deactivated its high school.
The only difference, he said, is that the original con-
tract included wording on Hoopeston Area and Bis-
marck-Henning taking Rossville-Alvin High School
teachers. “Basically, other than that, it’s the same
agreement,” he said.

The contract will automatically renew after two
years unless one or more of the districts wants to
change it.

In other business, Superintendent Mark Conolly
presented a proposed two-year county calendar for
2007-08 and 2008-09.

A meeting was held Tuesday at Danville Area
Community College among county districts to sub-
mit the calendar. DACC was included in planning
because of the number of classes it offers to high

school students, Unger said.

The proposed agreement calls for school to start
Monday, Aug. 20, 2007 and go to Wednesday, June
4, if all five emergency days are used.

The second year is set to start on Monday, Aug. 18,
2008 and end Thursday, June 4, 2009.

Conolly said the board would vote on a final draft
of the calendar in January or February.

In other action, the board:

e Approved hiring Ginger Newman as a full time
personal aide at Maple. She had been a part time
aide.

e Approved resignations of Angie Holland as drama
club sponsor and Dave McFadden as high school

Fiction

The Wish House by Celia Rees (young adult)
Growing Up With Ghosts by Sharon (Slone) Rex

The Prophet by Francine Rivers (inspirational)
Gabriel’s Angel by Nora Roberts (large print)

The Copper Scroll by Joel C. Rosenberg (inspirational)
Turning the Tables: a Novel by Rita Rudner

On Agate Hill: a Novel by Lee Smith

The Grays by Whitley

girls softball coach.

Weather

Partly cloudy today. High 48. Tonight, mostly clear.
Low 32. Tomorrow, mostly sunny. High 42, low 29.

For current weather conditions, call Hoopeston
Weather Service, (217) 283-6221.

Strieber (science fiction) For all your

The Brushstroke Legacy: a beverage needs
Novel by Lauraine Snelling ,
(inspirational) Ted’s Home

The Disunited States of Beve rage
America by Harry Turtle- 101 W. Main
dove (science fiction) Hoopeston

The Devil’s Backbone by (217) 283-7213
Kim Wozencraft

Classifieds
ANNOUNCEMENTS

Clearance sale on name brand kids’ wear. Save 50-75% off
retail. Exclusive time limit offer. Log on to
www.magickidsusa.com or call 1-888-225-9411 for free color
catalog. Mention discount code MK30193.
APARTMENTS FOR RENT

Hoopeston: 1 BR, ground level apt. Appliances, water included.
$305/mo. (217) 304-3477

SERVICES
Pampered Pet Grooming. Lots of TLC. Call anytime for appoint-
ment. (217) 339-2340
Dog Grooming by Jean. TLC for your Dog or Cat. Saturday &
Sunday appointments on occasion. Pickup & delivery available.
Also boarding. (217) 283-7426

VEHICLES FOR SALE

1982 Suzuki GS300 motorcycle. Excellent condition. $700.
Call (217) 497-4143 or (217) 497-0571

Call (217) 283-9348 to place your ad.




