
Young people discuss concerns at Youth Council town hall 
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All trips are based on Dbl. Occ. 

10/16 GOLDSTRIKE IN TUNICA, MS 

$179/pp, 3 nts,7 Buffets,$30 Cashback     

11/16,12/5 MESKWAKI IN TAMA, IA. 

$125/pp, ,2 nts, $60 Cashback, $9 food cpns. 
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Alice Ellsworth, member of the Mayor’s Youth Council 

in Hoopeston, laughs with Mayor Bill DeWitt at Mon-

day’s town hall meeting between youth council mem-

bers and members of the community. The council will 

work with civic leaders on community problems. 

Hoopeston Area teachers, board to meet again Wednesday 
 Negotiating teams for Hoopeston Area teachers and 
the school board will meet with a federal mediator 
Wednesday night. 
 The two sides failed to reach an agreement on a new 
teachers’ contract after five hours of negotiating Mon-
day night.  
 Members of the Hoopeston Education Association 
bargaining committee made a counterproposal during 
the Aug. 22 session, said committee member John 
Brown. Monday night, the board made a counterpro-
posal which was delivered to the teachers at about 8:30. 

The union committee was preparing a list of counterpro-
posals when, at 9:20, they were told the board’s negoti-
ating committee had to adjourn. Brown said the teach-
ers’ committee stayed until about 10 p.m. finishing up 
their counterproposal, which is expected to be presented 
first thing when both sides meet with the mediator at 5 
p.m. Wednesday. 
 “There was some movement in the board's proposals, 
so we are prepared to stay as long as needed to get a 
settlement on Wednesday,” Brown said. 
 The sides have met about 10 times since April. 

Big blooming pots  
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Flowers & Gifts by Molly Culbert 
702 W. Main, Hoopeston  283-5578  Open 7 Days 

 Hoopeston youth have the same concerns as adults: 
the local economy, lack of jobs and few activities. 
 On top of those issues, they also worry about drugs, 
alcohol, peer pressure, stress and racism. 
 Those issues surfaced during a poll of 300 Hoopeston 
Area High School students, conducted recently by mem-
bers of the newly-formed Mayor’s Youth Council. 
 Youth council members will work with city officials 
on issues facing Hoopeston, as well as the needs of 
young people. 
 The council met with citizens Monday night at a town 
hall meeting to talk about the survey results and get in-
put from residents. 
 Other concerns rated by students include not enough 
opportunities, boredom, poor parenting, school issues 
and the need for stronger authority figures. 
 On the plus side, 86 percent of those surveyed said 
they are supported by their parents. Other support comes 
from friends (76 percent), teachers (42 percent) and (64 
percent). 
 Only six percent of students said they receive support 
from a religious source, a cause of concern to some reli- 

See YOUTH on other side 



Youth continued from other side 

gious leaders who attended the meeting.  
 One way of meeting some of the challenges young 
people face is through one-on-one mentoring with 
younger children. Thirteen high school students have 
signed up to mentor youngsters at Maple and Honeywell 
elementary schools under the Big Brothers/Big Sisters 
mentoring program. 
 However, more people are needed to mentor the chil-
dren, said Rose Henton of Big Brothers/Big Sisters. A 
program initiated at the former Rossville-Alvin High 
School has been started at Hoopeston Area. The pro-
gram is currently funded by BB/BS after the agency 
decided to “kinda put our money where our mouth is,” 
she said. 
 Reaching youngsters early is a key to helping them 

 Chance of thunderstorms today and tonight. High 74, 
low 52. Tomorrow, chance of showers early, then partly 
cloudy. High 58, low 38. 
 For current weather conditions, call Hoopeston 
Weather Service, (217) 283-6221. 
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cope. “You can’t start at 13 trying to raise them,” Hen-
ton said. “You’ve missed the boat. A lot of things can be 
combated with mentoring.” 
 Beth Thrasher, representing the local Nazarene 
Church, said that group is trying to find a home for a 
youth center that would meet the needs of what students 
said they wanted: an all-age, alcohol-free place to meet 
on Friday and Saturday nights that offer activities such 
as indoor paint ball.  
 Betty Shaffer talked about the Teen Reach program 
available at the Hoopeston Multi Agency, which offers 
mentoring, homework help and activities but only until 
7 p.m. She offered the site to other groups to hold activi-
ties later but said she doesn’t have the staff or the fund-
ing to keep the center open longer. 
 Another suggested activity, a skate park, has been 
discussed and fund raisers held. 
 Youth council members will follow up on concerns 
and suggestions after meeting with each other and talk-
ing to residents. Another town hall meeting may then be 

Local man critical after accident 
 A Hoopeston man was listed in critical condition at 
Carle Foundation Hospital following a one-car accident 
Sunday night. 
 Dee Evans, 46, was airlifted from the scene after his 
Chevrolet Lumina hit a utility pole, said Captain John 
Howard of the Vermilion County Sheriff’s Department. 
 The accident occurred at 7:41 p.m. Sunday at 18123 E 
4200 N Rd., in rural Hoopeston. 
 The accident is still under investigation, Howard said. 

 Hoopeston police reported Monday that an unknown 
vehicle hit a mailbox at 918 S. Sixth Ave., then left the 
scene. 

Police News 

Classifieds 
BUSINESS OPPORTUNITIES 

Wanted: Someone to lease vendor building week of Vermilion 
County Fair, June 2007. 60’x120’. Will choose by Oct. 5. (217) 
433-9056 

CHILD CARE 

Little Angels licensed daycare has openings. Open 6:30 a.m.-
5:30 p.m. Mon.-Fri. Meals, snacks provided. Call Laura at (217) 
748-6805 or (217) 304-7322 

HELP WANTED 

Hoopeston Area High School is seeking applications for a part 
time (3.5 hours per day)  personal aide. Please pick up applica-
tion in Superintendent's Office, 615 E. Orange, Hoopeston. IL  
60942. 

HOUSES FOR RENT 

Rankin: 2 BR, new furnace, CA. Refrigerator, stove furnished. 
$350/mo.+deposit. (217) 474-9909 

HOUSES FOR SALE 

By owner: 3 BR, 1 bath, large family room, walk on deck, at-
tached garage w/ workshop. Newly remodeled including wiring. 
Secluded neighborhood. 821 N. 3rd St., Hoopeston. $67,500 
(217) 283-6372.   

MISCELLANEOUS FOR SALE 

Size 10 wedding dress. Long sleeves, long train, beaded. Veil 
included. $300. To see, call (217) 283-8208 

PETS 

For sale: solid black Pomeranian male, year old, good with kids. 
Registered. (217) 772-1088 

RUMMAGE SALES 

207 N. Market, Hoopeston (in alley) Sept. 29-30, 7:30-2:30, Oct. 
6-7, 7:30-2:30. Carpenter supplies, kitchenwares, men’s winter 
clothes & boots, bike, crafts & other items. 

628 W. Maple, Hoopeston. Sat., 7-noon. Moving sale: ‘93 Bon-
neville, pool table, ping pong table, furniture, glasswares & 
much more! 

SERVICES 

Pampered Pet Grooming. Lots of TLC. Call anytime for 
appointment. (217) 339-2340 

Call (217) 283-9348 to place your ad. 

Every Thursday Lunch Special: 
Pan Fried Chicken 

Lunch served 11-1:30 
Every Sunday: 

Bears game & $1.25 beers 

BJ’s Pump 
Bar & Package Liquor Store 

1023 W. Main, Hoopeston  

Raffle 
Starts at the 

VFW 
Wednesday, Sept. 27  

7 p.m. 

 BREYMEYER - Helena M. Breymeyer, 86, of Mil-
ford died at 8:25 a.m. Saturday, Sept. 23 at Iroquois 
Memorial Hospital, Watseka. Funeral services will be at 
11 a.m. Saturday at St. John’s Lutheran Church, Schwer. 
Burial will be in St. John’s Lutheran Cemetery, Schwer. 
Visitation will be 5-8 p.m. Friday at Segur-Knapp Fu-
neral Home, Watseka and one hour before services at 
the church. Memorials are suggested to the church or a 
charity of the donor’s choice. 
 RISTOW - Opal Faye Ristow, 96, 
of Cissna Park died at 10:30 p.m. Sun-
day at Iroquois Memorial Hospital, 
Watseka. Funeral service will be at 10 
a.m. Wednesday at Claytonville UB 
Church. Burial will be in Amity 
Cemetery, Goodwine. Visitation was 
5-8 p.m. Tuesday at Knapp Funeral 
Home, Cissna Park and one hour before service 
Wednesday at the church. Memorials are suggested to 
the church.  RYAN - Catharine D. Ryan, 97, of Paxton, 
formerly of Rankin died at 8:35 p.m. Sunday at ASTA 
Care, Paxton. Funeral service will be at 11 a.m. 
Wednesday at Berquist Fellowship Hall at Rankin 
United Methodist Church. Burial will be in Rankin Un-
ion Cemetery. Visitation was 4-8 p.m. Tuesday at 
Knapp Funeral Home, Rankin. Memorials are suggested 
the church. 

Obituaries 

Weather 

held. 
 Mayor Bill DeWitt said he is willing to meet with the 
group and work on solutions to Hoopeston’s problems. 
“You have my respect,” he told the young people, adding 
the students want to “take the wheel and drive awhile.” 


