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            $2 OFF 

             Quicklube Plus 
         •Lube, oil & Filter 

       •Top off Fluids 
              •10-pt. maintenance check 

             Call 283-6688 
   HOOPESTON    *Not valid with other offers 

PAYLESS TOURS INC. 
Join Us on a trip to Michigan to 

SAULT STE MARIE & MACKINAC ISLAND. 
Mon. July 17   $345 PP Dbl. Occ. 
3 Nts. at Kewadin Hotel & Casino 

$80 Cashback! 3Breakfast Buffets, Lunch at Grand 
Hotel, City Tour by Carriage, Shopping on the 

Island. Soo Locks Boat Ride is Optional. 
Call Carolyn 283-7406 for details 

Bus leaves Hoopeston! 

Dress up your yard with a 

Brick Patio 

T&L LAWN CARE 
See us for all your lawn care needs! 

(217) 283-7214 

For all your auto needs 
 

 

is now open 
517½ S. Dixie Hwy., Hoopeston 

(217) 283-4707 

Shawn Cade, Owner 

 The new owners of one of 
Hoopeston’s biggest build-
ings have equally-sized 
hopes for it. 
 SeedAmerica (formerly 
Business Reform Founda-
tion) took ownership of the 
FMC Building on Friday, 
June 30, said Chris Zimmer-
man, vice-president of the 
company’s real estate divi-
sion. 
 FMC donated the building 
to the non-profit organiza-
tion. It has been on the mar-
ket since FMC closed sev-
eral years ago but finding a 
buyer for the 320,000 sq. ft. property was difficult, Zim-
merman said. “Nobody wanted the whole thing,” he 
said, adding several companies wanted sections. 
 SeedAmerica’s plan is to find one or multiple tenants 
and subdivide the property as needed. Zimmerman said 
likely candidates are manufacturing or warehousing 
businesses and that the office space “is ideal for an incu-
bator” to start fledgling businesses. 
 Because the building was donated, SeedAmerica can 
be aggressive in its marketing strategies and be very 
flexible with the rent it charges tenants. Rent is decided 
on a case-by-case basis. 
 Companies which have already toured FMC will be 
contacted by SeedAmerica to see if owners would be 
interested in having a portion of the building. That com-
panies have been interested in the building may make 
finding tenants easier than for other of the organization’s 
buildings. “We’re not starting at ground zero,” he said. 
One existing lead may become the sole tenant for the 

structure, he said. 
 There are several reasons why a firm would want to 
locate in Hoopeston, Zimmerman said. First, high taxes 
push companies out of cities like Chicago. Second, 
some companies like the labor force in a small town. 
Third, SeedAmerica will make good deals on rent. Also, 
he said. Hoopeston is within traveling distance of Chi-
cago, St. Louis, Cincinnati and Indianapolis. 
 Hoopeston’s location may be a disadvantage, as well, 
not being on an interstate. “We’re up against some nega-
tive factors but we always are,” Zimmerman said. 
 Business Reform Foundation changed its name to 
SeedAmerica (Supportive Economic & Entrepreneurial 
Development) due to confusion between the foundation 
and a Christian magazine, Business Reform. Although 
both are owned by the same person, company leaders 
wanted a clearer division between the publication and 
the business side, which began locating properties about  
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Fun For All 
Miniature Golf Course 

Hours: Mon.-Sat. 2:30 p.m.-9 p.m. 

Sun. 12:30 p.m.-9 p.m. 

$2.50 per person per game 

Hole in One gets free game! 
Plan your summer party with us!    

        Call (217) 283-6463  

          or email 
                funforall@hoopeston.org 

              McFerren Park 

                   Rt. 1, Hoopeston 

Oil Change Special 
     

                   

5-W-30, 5-W-20 
Offer good July 10-30, 2006 

All gas engines Ford-Lincoln-Mercury 

  Call (217) 283-7729  
to schedule your appointment 

                623 S. Dixie Hwy., Hoopeston 

+tax & disposal 

329 W. Main, Hoopeston   283-9090 

Tues.-Fri. 11 a.m.-2 p.m. 
Lunch/Taco Buffet 

Fri. & Sat.: Breakfast BuffetFri. & Sat.: Breakfast BuffetFri. & Sat.: Breakfast Buffet   

Sun.: Lunch Buffet 11 a.m.-3 p.m. 

Hoopeston’s FMC Building has new owners and new ideas for its use. 



City OKs photo studio, takes no action on liquor request 

    SHIELDS 
AUTO CENTERAUTO CENTER 

SEE MORE - SAVE MORE 

RANTOUL 1.800.373.4193 

$3 OFF  

Every Tuesday is 
LADIES & SENIOR CITIZENS DAY 

Take $3 off our already low price!  

Quality Service You Can Trust! 

Hoopeston Express Lube 
Hoopeston Plaza Rtes. 1 & 9 

(217) 283-5373 

Building continued from other side 

two years ago. 
 FMC is one of eight buildings which have been do-
nated SeedAmerica. Others are in Ohio, Indiana, Ala-
bama, Massachusetts and Wisconsin. Of those, half are 
occupied, one fully. 
 Zimmerman said SeedAmerica is willing to take 
changes on businesses, such as start-ups, that might oth-
erwise have difficulty finding a home. A committee 
looks at a prospective company’s finances “but we don’t 
scrutinize them to death,” he said. “Lots of people 
wouldn’t take a chance of them. We will. Are we going 
to win every time? No but I think we’ll win more than 
we lose.” 
 Company officials picked “Seed” as part of the name 
because “we want buildings all over the country,” Zim-
merman said.  

 The idea for the organization came after founders no-
ticed a trend. SeedAmerica’s buildings are “typically 
owned by corporations, typically located in small towns 
and typically sitting empty,” he said. “We thought ‘why 
not take them and breathe life back into them?’ Most are 
in areas of declining economy. “While most people are 
running from those economies, we’re running to them.” 
 SeedAmerica believes in the entrepreneurial spirit. 
“It’s not government’s place to protect business,” Zim-
merman said. “Our passion is for business and entrepre-
neurship. We firmly believe America was made great by 
entrepreneurship and we need to stay that course.” 
 While believing that government should not protect 
businesses, Zimmerman said if tax incentive money is 
available, SeedAmerica will request it. “It’s a group 
effort,” he said. “If a business succeeds, it helps the 
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 A Hoopeston alderman asked for and received ap-
proval to operate a photography studio from his 
home. 
 In a 4-0 vote, the Hoopeston City Council last 
week approved a request from Carl Ankenbrand for a 
conditional use for his home at 822 S. Fourth St., 
allowing him to operate a photography studio, Bon-
pas Creek Photography. 
 Ankenbrand abstained on the vote. 
 In unrelated business, the council: 
● Heard from Ankenbrand that the city is applying 
for an ADM grant to repair the civic center kitchen. 
Ankenbrand also reminded residents to clean up after 
they walk their dogs at McFerren Park and asked 
residents to follow the two-per-day take limit at the 
park lagoon. The lagoon is primarily for children, the 
disabled and the elderly, he said. 
● Took no action on a request from Convenient Food 
Mart for a license for hard liquor. Alderwoman 
Nancy Stipp said no licenses are available. 
● Approved a bid from Russ Leigh & Associates for 
the annual audit for no more than $4,400. 
● Heard from Ed Hubbard of Witchschool who asked  
what happens to petitions not acted on by the city. 
The question was directed at a petition presented 
three years ago by those who objected to 
Witchschool opening in Hoopeston. 

 Chance of thunderstorms today, tonight and tomorrow. 
High today 83, low 67. Tomorrow, high 85, low 68. 
 For current weather conditions, call Hoopeston Weather 
Service, (217) 283-6221. 

Weather 

Classifieds 
APARTMENTS FOR RENT 

Rossville: 1 Riverview Apartments. Completely refurbished, on-
site washers & dryers. $310/mo., $310 deposit. Call (217) 840-
3672. 

FOR RENT 

Newer small business complex has 1 unit available with full 
basement. Great location 260-2546 

HELP WANTED 

Hoopeston Migrant Head Start is accepting applications for Bus 
Aides. Please call (815) 984-3706 or fax resume to (815) 984-
4500. EOE 

HOUSES FOR RENT 

Newer 2 BR unit w/full basement. All appliances & washing 
machine. CA, yard. Quiet location within walking distance to 
stores. No pets. $475+deposit. 260-2546 

LOST & FOUND 

Lost: 7 year old Yorkie, “Sammy.” Last seen Wed. night on East 
Seminary. If found, call (217) 283-6769 or 283-5700. $200 re-
ward. 

MISCELLANEOUS FOR SALE 

New truck tire. General LT 215/85R16, $40; Sears Kenmore 
zigzag sewing machine w/buttonhole attachment, $50. Call 
(217) 283-5711. 

PETS 

Full blooded (with papers) German shepherd, 2 yrs old named 
Zuece needs a good home.  Owners are moving and can’t take 
him with them.   Has been to obedience school and likes kids.  
Call (217) 477-7548 daytime, (217) 443-3727 evenings, ask for 
Donna. 

Call (217) 283-9348 to place your ad. 

community. But, “if they say no, we’re not going to pack 
up our bags and leave,” he said. 
 SeedAmerica officials are expected to be in Hoopeston 
this week to meet with economic and city leaders about 
their organization and their ownership of the FMC Build-
ing. 

 In related discussion, Hubbard summarized the last 
three years saying that while early on was “one of 
the most difficult moments,” people are now 
“amazed at Hoopeston” because of the lack of vio-
lence or vandalism shown towards Wiccans. With 
the exception of a few private businesses and indi-
viduals, “Hoopeston has become a model of toler-
ance,” he said. “It’s the safest place I’ve ever been in 
my life.” 

 Two people were injured in an accident at 9:03 
a.m. Sunday. 
 Carie A. Brooks and Karen L. Steiner were both 
treated at Hoopeston Community Memorial Hospi-
tal. 
 Police said Brooks, in a 2004 Pontiac Grand Am, 
and Steiner, in a 2000 Volkswagen Beetle, collided 
at Fourth St. and McNeil. Brooks was ticketed for 
disobeying a yield sign. 
 Nakisha Victoria Nicole McCullough, 23, of 120 
California, Danville, was arrested after an incident at 
6:20 p.m. Sunday at Parkview Court. She was 
charged with battery on a complaint from a 39-year-
old Danville man who alleged McCullough struck 
him. She was released on a notice to appear. 

Police News 


