NOW OPEN
Wash: Car $20 Trucks/SUVs $30
Wash & Wax:  Cars $40 Trucks/SUVs $50
Shampoo: Estimate available upon request

Detailer: Terry Keith
Dependable Auto Collision & Detail Center

710 W. Honeywell, Hoo,

Full Body Shop Repair
Restoration/Cosmetic Repair for rust & corrosion/Complete Body
Repair for major accidents/Free Estimates
Technician: Shawn Cade

217) 283-9567

Rich’s Lawn Service
35 Years’ Experience

Bonded, Insured, References

Commercial or Residential

1"x30’
Tape Measure

349062

B}

Olympic Hardware

516 N. Dixie Hwy. Hoopeston
(217) 283-5186 Open Sundays

Lourdine Florek
owner/publisher
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Multi-faceted approach successful in fighting meth problem

While Vermilion County’s
biggest drug problems are still
alcohol and marijuana,
methamphetamine use contin- S
ues to grow, according to an (&
expert. R W ;

Bill Dicker, addictions coun- Lt '
selor and Project X coordina- |¥
tor for Prairie Center Health t
Systems, talked about meth at |}, *

Monday’s Hoopeston ||
Neighborhood Watch meet- |
ing.

“Methamphetamine is par-
ticularly scary in rural areas %
because everything is here,”
Dicker said. “Hoopeston is
about agriculture,” he said,

Lions Club to sponsor free D

Diabetic Retinopathy is the leading cause of new
blindness in adults in America today. Diabetic Reti-
nopathy can have devastating visual consequences
and can lead to blindness. Without a doubt, early
detection greatly enhances the visual prognosis and
outcome for all patients with Diabetic Retinopathy
and other retinal diseases including Macular Degen-
eration.

People who notice any of the following symptoms
should contact an eye care professional as quickly as
possible: blurring vision, distorted vision, double
vision, darkened or reduced vision. Any one of these
symptoms can be an indication of Diabetic Retinopa-
thy or one of the complications from it.

The Lions of Illinois Foundation, along with the

DICKER

and methamphetamine is
made with “stuff they can
steal right from you,” includ-
ing the anhydrous ammonia
used in the manufacturing
process.

In 2005, Vermilion County
had the largest number of
methamphetamine labs in the
state, with 134 on the official
count, but Dicker estimated
| the actual number of working
labs might be as much as three
times higher.

To fight the growing prob-
lem, Dicker said a multi-
" faceted approach works best,
See METH on other side

iabetic Retinopathy screening

[llinois Retina Associates, S.C., in conjunction with
the Hoopeston Lions Club, is providing a free
screening to anyone who has diabetes, a family his-
tory of diabetes or is 55 years or older and would
like to have a picture taken of their eyes to check for
this problem.

The screening will be held from 10 a.m.-1 p.m.
Monday, March 20 at Ruby Nell’s, 225 E. Main St.,
Hoopeston. The foundation will take photographs
which will be sent to Illinois Retina Associates, S.S.,
where they will be reviewed by their retinal special-
ists. People who had the screening done will be noti-
fied with a copy of the results.

For more information, call Lion Phil Pajor at (765)
491-0010 or (217) 283-4217.

/@% Shamrocks

N Green leaf
& purple leaf

Flowers ¥ Gifts by Molly Cullert

702 W. Main, Hoopeston 283-5578 Open 7 Days

Check us out!
We have the right account

for you! 2K

Communily Barif+
Hoopeston, lllinois X

. Member FDIC
Your hometown bank since 1913

221 Bank St. (217) 283-7733 Rtes. 1&9 283-9723
221 E. Main, Wellington (815) 984-3130

Maximum Refund.
We get you everything you deserve or
it's FREE.

It’s estimated Americans overpaid their taxes by a
billion dollars. Don’t be one of them. H&R Block will
get you the maximum refund you’re entitled to, or
your tax preparation is free. So every dollar you’ve
earned is where it belongs. In your pocket.

Joyce Allen

110 EAST MAIN
HOOPESTON IL (217) 283-5178
HE&R BLOCK"

If, due to H&R Block’s Error, you are entitled to a larger refund (or smaller tax
liability) that what we calculated, we will refund your tax preparation fee for that
return. At participating locations. Refund claims must be made during calendar year
in which the tax return was prepared. ©2005SH&R Block Services, Inc.




Dance to

Haywire
Saturday, March 11 8:30-12:30
No cover

$1.50All domestic beer

Pla-Mor Lanes
719 W. Elm, Hoopeston

JAargarita’s

329 W. Main, Hoopeston 283-9090
Best Breakfast Deal!

Breakfast Buffet

Mon.-Thurs. 5:30-10 a.m. only $5
Sat. & Sun. $6

No carryouts, no sharing, no coupons

Hoop Area show choirs to compete at Watseka Invitational

Hoopeston Area Middle and High School show choirs
will compete this weekend at the Watseka Show Choir
Invitational.

Hoopeston Area Middle School’s show choir,
“Cornjerker Connection” will perform at 6:30 p.m. Fri-
day.

“New Direction,” the high school show choir, is set to
perform at 8:30 a.m. Saturday.

If the high school show choir is the highest scoring
group among the varsity and unisex divisions, it will
perform again in exhibition during the evening finals.

M eth continued from other side

The five top-scoring show choirs performing in the
afternoon from the mixed division will be announced at
the day awards’ presentation around 6:30 p.m. and those
groups will compete in the finals. Additionally, Hoopes-
ton Area has five soloists who will compete Saturday
afternoon in Room 134 at Watseka High School.

Admission prices are $8 for adults, $5 for students on
Friday night; $12 for adults, $8 for students for all day
Saturday plus finals on Saturday or $8 for adults, $5 for
students for the day competition only; and $8 for adults,
$5 for students for the Saturday night finals only.

Police News

Pam S. Crose, 47, of 719 S. Fifth St., was arrested at
2:20 p.m. Monday at the police station.

Crose, wanted on a Vermilion County warrant for
failure to appear—rule to show cause, was released on
$202 bond.

A 20-year-old woman reported Monday that two
windows were broken out of her vehicle while it was
broken down 1/2 mile south of Hoopeston on South
Sixth Ave. The ignition was also damaged and CDs
were taken.

Charlotte Ann Russell

Medical Center

Your Hometown Healthcare Provider
Committed to you and
your family.

Hours:

Monday-8:30 a.m. to 6:30 p.m.
Tuesday-8:30 a.m. to 6:30 p.m.
Wednesday, Thursday & Friday
8:30 a.m. to 5 p.m.

Same Day Appointments available
Call today.

217-283-5644

801 East Orange St., Hoopeston, IL

including making citizens aware of what to look for and
getting help for addicts.

A good sign of meth manufacturing include a strong
cat urine smell from the ammonia. People’s trash might
provide other clues. “If there’s a lot of Coleman stove
fuel and they’re not campers, they might be making
meth,” he said. Other indicators include containers from
automobile starting fluid, acetone or paint thinner, pro-
pane tanks, drain cleaner, ephedrine or pseudoephedrine
(cold medication) packages, red-stained coffee filters
and duct tape.

Residents should also be aware of the symptoms dis-
played by users, which include ““a high rate of paranoia”
and rapid speech that makes no sense. Other indicators
include disheveled appearance and weight loss because
the drug increases energy and decreases appetite. Some
adult women use the drug because “you have energy,
you lose weight, you can do all your housework and you
feel pretty sexy,” Dicker said.

In Champaign County, it is mostly people ages 25-40
who use the drug, while Vermilion County has a
younger meth population. Most often, young people will
choose meth only when other drugs, such as cocaine and
crack, are not available, he said.

Teachers may be able to tell if their students’ parents
use meth because the students will be tired during the
day from having been kept up by their parents all night,”
he said.

In treating the addiction, Dicker said using a 28-day
program helps, although some long-time users may re-
quire treatment anywhere from three months to one

year. Working a 12-step program, such as Alcoholics
Anonymous or NarcAnon, plus therapy increase the
success rate, as does participation in the county’s Drug
Court program.

Users who are arrested are referred to Drug Court after
their initial court appearance. With the arm of law on
them, many are more likely to continue treatment and
rehabilitate themselves, Dicker said.

Dicker, who holds a master’s degree, has been a
counselor at Prairie Center for about a year. Before
coming to Champaign, he taught at-risk youngsters
in Battle Creek, Mich. But it was personal experi-
ence that taught him a lot about drugs. “My son
taught me a lot about all the drugs,” he said.

hoopeston.org

o Your 5 py, .
we ONE STOP Voo,
for all things Hoopeston
on the Internet

Check it out today!

— Briefly

March senior potluck cancelled
The Hoopeston Multi Agency’s senior potluck,
scheduled for Thursday, March 9, has been can-
celled.
Class reunion meeting
Hoopeston Area class of 1996 will meet at 4 p.m.
March 11 at Ruby Nell’s to plan the class reunion. Any-
one interested in helping is asked to attend.

~
Weather “%\

Thunderstorms today and tonight. High 51, low 48.
Tomorrow, heavy rain. High 59, low 46.

For current weather conditions, call Hoopeston
Weather Service, (217) 283-6221.

Classifieds

HELP WANTED
Full time office assistant position open. Must be customer-
service oriented, flexible, possess good communication skills.
Send resume to 1006 W. Chestnut, Hoopeston, IL 60942.
SERVICES
Handyman—no job too big or too small. Experienced in home
repairs, yard work & more. References available. Free estimates.
(217) 748-6803
Pampered Pet Grooming. Lots of TLC. Call anytime for
appointment. (217) 339-2340
VEHICLES FOR SALE
1997 Ford Taurus. White, good condition, clean in & out. All
power. Asking $2,500. Can be seen at 609 W. Lincoln or call
(217) 283-9661.
1995 S10 Blazer. Good condition. $3,800. (217) 283-9664 or
(217) 304-1859

Call (217)283-9348 to place your ad!




