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“CADE'S HEATING & AIR

Your Family's Comfort is Our Main Concern!
Rickie J. Cade

Owner/Operator

616 E. Honeywell Ave., Hoopeston, IL

Phone: (217) 283-7762
Cell: (217) 304-3289
Heating, Air and Geothermal Systems
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Medical Center

Your Hometown Healthcare Provider
Committed to you and
your family.

Hours:

Monday-8:30 a.m. to 6:30 p.m.
Tuesday-8:30 a.m. to 6:30 p.m.
Wednesday, Thursday & Friday
8:30 a.m. to 5 p.m.

Same Day Appointments available
Call today.

217-283-5644

801 East Orange St., Hoopeston, IL
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More than 100 Hoopeston area residents listen to Claudia DeWitt dlSCllSS plans for beautlfymg Hoopeston at Thurs-
day night’s Up With Hoopeston meeting at city hall.

Residents gather to discuss what is ‘Up with Hoopeston’

A gathering place with a coffee house atmosphere, a
downtown decorated with window murals and flowers
and a historic district were among ideas discussed by
residents and economic development experts at Thurs-
day night’s “Up With Hoopeston” meeting.

More than 100 Hoopeston area residents turned out for
the standing room only meeting at Hoopeston City Hall.

The group heard from Peace Corps Fellow Shannon
Ruh, Lance Raver of the economic development steer-
ing committee, Jean Minick, representing the Hoopeston
Industrial Corporation, John Dreher of Downtown Dan-
ville and the Main Street program and Claudia DeWitt,
head of a recently-formed Hoopeston beautification
committee.

“Change isn’t very comfortable,” Dreher said, dis-
cussing how Danville’s downtown merchants banded
together to create a new feel to the area to keep it

alive. “We’ve had to reinvent ourselves,” he said.”
He encouraged Hoopeston to ‘“stop envying what
other people have and create your own space. People
have grown tired of cookie-cutter areas and are
“looking for local flavor,” he said.

Claudia DeWitt spoke about the need to improve
the community’s appearance, both in commercial
and residential areas. Suggestions included creating
murals on the windows of vacant buildings and cre-
ating flower boxes for the downtown, providing
more color and texture to the area. The beautification
committee is open to suggestion from residents.
“Call me at home anytime,” she said.

Along the floral line, Ruh talked to the group about
the America In Bloom program, which encourages
beautification through flowers, landscaping, heritage

See HOOPESTON on other side

NEW!

#*Raggedy Ann & Andy shelf sitters
#*St. Patrick bears, ribbon, key chains
#*Coffee mugs: patriotic, farmer,
fishing, golfing
Flowers & Gifits by Molly Cullert

702 W. Main, Hoopeston 283-5578 Open 7 Days

Looking for a bank that’s
customer friendly and on the go?

That’s Us!
(i 07717722/7111? Z’ém@l

Hoopestorm, lllinois 4
Your hometown bank since 1913 " Member FDIC
221 Bank St. (217) 283-7733Rts. 1&9 283-9723
221 E. Main, Wellington (815) 984-3130

Get the Max Back

Guaranteed.

Maximum Refund.
We get you everything you deserve or
it's FREE.

It’s estimated Americans overpaid their taxes by a
billion dollars. Don’t be one of them. H&R Block will
get you the maximum refund you’re entitled to, or
your tax preparation is free. So every dollar you’ve
earned is where it belongs. In your pocket.

Joyce Allen

110 EAST MAIN
HOOPESTON IL (217) 283-5178
|| wemsioc

If, due to H&R Block’s Error, you are entitled to a larger refund (or smaller tax
liability) that what we calculated, we will refund your tax preparation fee for that
return. At participating locations. Refund claims must be made during calendar year
in which the tax return was prepared. ©2005SH&R Block Services, Inc.




Auto * Home - Life » Health * Business
Harris Agency, Inc.
Todd Harris & Kevin Jett

HOOPESTON
A ROSSVILLE
PEKIN MILFORD

4 www.harrisinsagency.com

Cel'ﬂuuf2|
Confused about
Buying or Selling?
Call
Jerry Urich, Realtore
Home Team Cenfury 21
(217) 304-3477

celebration of

Benefit for

Sandy Trumann Crothers

Saturday, Feb. 25
Ruby Nell’s
225 E. Main, Hoopeston
Chili Dinner by the Crusinberrys
4-6 p.m.
Live music by
Generation Il and The Hands
6 p.m.-?
50/50 Drawing
Raffles for Digital Camera with printer,
portable DVD Player, Gift Basket
Sandy was recently diagnosed with liver and
bone cancer and has no health insurance. All
proceeds to Sandy and her family. To make a
donation, call Stephanie Reffett, 283-4921 or
Alisa Vogel, 443-2542.

H 00pestoOn continued from other side

conservation and other areas. Communities join the
organization on a population-based fee scale which,
for Hoopeston, would be $690. Once the program is
in motion, judges review community beautification
and make suggestions for improvements, she said.

Residents had suggestions of their own to help
Hoopeston.

Shelley Henk was among the most vocal, suggest-
ing a community-supported volunteer coffee house,
Cup of Hope, to help alleviate the “lack of positive
things to do.” And while Hoopeston needs new busi-
nesses, “we also need to be wise who we choose, to
create an image,” she said. The city does not want
“somebody in there just to be in there.”

Henk added that Hoopeston needs a “nice sit-down
restaurant” and suggested the city look at attracting
e-businesses, such as Haga’s Party Shop, which does
a great deal of on-line business.

Henk’s comments drew ire from Jean Minick. “It
offends me that (Margaret and Arthur Gonzalez,
owners of Margarita’s ) are sitting right here and you
say we need a nice sit-down restaurant,” she said.
“I’'m offended by that. Minick also mentioned that
Ed Hubbard of Witchschool has an e-business.

Hubbard said “the downtown is changing” with a
new owner for the motel and café. “We’ve got a new
bookstore coming in next month,” he said, adding
the problem is not a lack of business wanting to
come to the city. “Business owners don’t want their

storefronts occupied,” he said.

Catherine Novak of Beads & Botanicals agreed,
telling the crowd that “it wasn’t easy” to find a loca-
tion in Hoopeston.

Mike Drollinger suggested the city market itself as
a bedroom community to not only Danville but La-
fayette. He also commented on the number of Chi-
cago retirees moving here.

Marilyn Danner of Rossville encouraged the city to
become involved with a Route 1 marketing program,
similar to Driving the Dixie, to promote tourism in
both towns and capitalize on the McFerren Park
Civic Center, “probably one of the most underuti-
lized facilities Hoopeston has.”

Max Page said he would like to see flags flying
outside each establishment. “Somehow we’ve got to
get to pride,” he said.

David Elliott, CEO of Hoopeston Regional Health
Center, said that entity is trying to lead by example,
building a new wall at the hospital and also with
internal renovations. “We want to be out front and
set an example,” he said.

Betty Shaffer of the Hoopeston Multi Agency said
that while ideas are good, action must follow.
“We’ve had meeting after meeting after meeting and
we go out the door and nothing ever happens,” she
said. “You can do things, you can move mountains
but we have to be united. We have to work at it.”

For Kristi Hudson, “the operative word there was

Hoopeston Area wrestlers end season with losses at finals

Two Hoopeston Area wres-
tlers ended the season with
losses at Friday’s state finals.

TJ Warner was eliminated
in Friday’s preliminary round
and Zack Crabtree lost in the
quarterfinals at the University
of Illinois.

Mario Martinez of Stanford
(Olympia) barely made it past
Warner in the 135 1b. class,
winning 2-1 in overtime.

. T VM o
Martinez was then defeated L\ AL E/0/7

by Caleb Walk of Stillman WARNER

Valley in the quarterfinals.

Walk went on to take the
championship in the weight
class, defeating Cody Moody
of Clinton 15-2.

Crabtree faced Kyle Cun-
ningham of Robinson in the
preliminary round at 152, and
handily defeated him, 5-0. In
the quarterfinals, he went

IV W o o

Gones was later defeated 7-
CRABTREE 4 by Darren Olsen of Dakota.

‘work,”” she said. “This is a small town and more peo-
ple need to become involved.”

Along with offering comments, residents were asked
to complete surveys covering aspects of the city in-
cluding beautification, thoughts on local government,
schools and others. Ruh will tabulate the results of the

surveys and release the results.
e

Weather <3

Partly cloudy today and tonight. High 31, low 19. Tomor-
row, mostly sunny. High 37, low 24.
For current weather conditions, call Hoopeston Weather

Service, (217) 283-6221.
1ol

Lunch Menus

CRIS/SAMS Meals
MONDAY: Site closed.
TUESDAY: Turkey breast, yam patties, green beans,
wheat bread, tapioca pudding.
WEDNESDAY: Charsteak, whipped potatoes, Ital-
ian mixed vegetables, applesauce, white bread.

THURSDAY: Chicken

patty/cheese, baked beans, For all your
mixed vegetables, orange beverage needs
juice, wheat bread. Ted’s Home

FRIDAY: Spaghetti/meat B everage
sauce, shredded let- :

. - 101 W. Main

tuce/dressing, grape juice, H b
Italian bread, peanut butter oopeston
o (217) 283-7213

Classifieds

MISCELLANEOUS FOR SALE
4-year-old 14’ Frigidaire upright freezer. $200. (217) 283-7476
Sleeper sofa. Full size. Burgundy, forest green, navy and off
white. Burgundy recliner, burgundy swivel rocker. $700 for all
or will piece out. (217) 765-2430

SERVICES

Pampered Pet Grooming. Lots of TLC. Call anytime for
appointment. (217) 339-2340

Call (217) 283-9348 to place your ad!




