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District looks for citizen volunteers for wellness committee 
Hoopeston Area is looking for citizen volunteers for a 

new wellness committee. 
The committee will be responsible for drawing up a 

wellness policy mandated by the state to cover areas 
including health classes, physical education and food 
and nutrition served during the school day, said Superin-
tendent Mark Conolly at Thursday night’s regular board 
meeting. 

Anyone interested in serving on the committee may 
contact Conolly at (217) 283-6668 or Brenda Crusin-
berry, 283-6669. 

In unrelated business, the board learned that half of 
Rossville-Alvin eighth graders chose Hoopeston Area as 
their home high school for next year. 

The percentage is up from 25 percent last year, the 
first year of Rossville-Alvin High School’s deactivation. 

“We’re very happy to have those students,” Conolly 
said. “The ones that are here this year, we enjoy them.” 

Board president Steve Unger echoed Conolly’s 
thoughts, adding the increased percentage “may be more 
representative of the future.” 

Last year, Hoopeston Area and Bismarck-Henning 
also split teachers in a like percentage to students. Those 
teachers became permanent employees of each district. 

In other business, the board: 
●Heard from principals that students are preparing for 
the ISAT and PSAE standardized state tests. 
●Learned Bunker Hill, whom the Cornjerkes played in 
football last year, is going into a conference and has 
dropped next year’s game. HA is contacting two schools 
to try to fill the schedule, said high school principal 
Hank Hornbeck. 
●Approved hiring Tim Hillard as a computer technician 
and Wendy Michael as a cafeteria worker. 
●Approved the district seniority list of certified employ-
ees. 
●Heard from Darrell Brown that the district is setting 
specifications for two buses. Specifications are expected 
to be approved and bids sought at the February meeting. 

Charlotte Ann Russell  

Medical Center 
Your Hometown Healthcare Provider 

Committed to you and  
your family. 

Hours: 
Monday-8:30 a.m. to 6:30 p.m. 
Tuesday-8:30 a.m. to 6:30 p.m. 
Wednesday, Thursday & Friday 

8:30 a.m. to 5 p.m. 
Same Day Appointments available 

Call today. 

217-283-5644 
801 East Orange St., Hoopeston, IL 

New Year’s  

Oil Change Special 
FULL SERVICE OIL CHANGE 

    Only $22.99 Reg. $27 
Plus tax, w/coupon. Most vehicles, up to 5 qts. Pennzoil/

Quaker State. Coupon expires 1/31/06. 

Hoopeston Express Lube 
Hoopeston Plaza  Rtes. 1 & 9 

Police News 

      The first 5 people  

       to test drive the  

       Outlander 800 
       get a free Bombardier T-Shirt at 

Lithgow Automotive, Inc. 
Your Local Bombardier ATV Dealer 

(217) 283-5171 
Ends Jan. 31, 2006 

      Hoopeston Lions Club 

       Pancake &  

 Sausage Day 

Saturday, Feb. 4     5 a.m.-2 p.m. 
Hoopeston American Legion 

Adults $4 Under 6 free 

Bulk sausage available at  
Brown’s Cash & Carry 

$2/lb. 

Get your Raffle Tickets  
$10 each.  

Chance to win a snow blower or one of four  
$100 gift certificates for Chamber Bucks.  
See any Lion’s Club member for tickets. 

Confused about  
Buying or Selling? 

 Call    

         Jerry Urich, Realtor® 

       Home Team Century 21 
        (217) 304-3477 

 A Verizon cell phone was found Friday at Main 
Source Bank parking lot, 323 E. Main. The owner may 
identify and claim it at the police station. 
 A 38-year-old man reported Sunday that someone 
threw a brick through the window of his vehicle. The 
damage occurred in the 500 block of South Fifth St. 



voice our concern. They have left us in the dark, and only 
by utilizing the grapevine approach have many of us been 
able to begin to make any sense of all these changes.  
 I am afraid that many people will be overwhelmed by 
the complexity of the system and stop taking their pre-
scribed medications, running the risk of dying without the 
proper medications, proper dose, and proper combination. 
  So speak out an lets keep 
the line of communication 
open on this topic, and if 
anyone, comes across a link 
to good reliable information, 
please share it!!  
 We are all in this together 

Jeff Keith 
Hoopeston 

For all your  
beverage needs 

Ted’s Home 
Beverage 

101 W. Main 
Hoopeston 

(217) 283-7213 

 Partly cloudy today. High 40. Tonight, mostly clear. Low 
27. Tomorrow, chance of flurries. High 43, low 22. 
 For current weather conditions, call Hoopeston 
Weather Service, (217) 283-6221. 

Auto • Home • Life • Health • Business 

Harris Agency, Inc. 
Todd Harris & Kevin Jett 

          HOOPESTON 

          ROSSVILLE 

           MILFORD 

           www.harrisinsagency.com 

Help with the Medicare drug plans 
 I have information that may be helpful to those in need 
of understanding this Medicare dilemma.  
 I have run up against the blockages, starting in De-
cember when I received the first of over 12 letters from 
the Social Security office stating that I had been as-
signed to a Medicare drug plan. They did not tell me 
what plan. I received a letter from Pacificare about their 
prescription plan, Prescription Solutions. I had been 
assigned to them without my knowledge! 
 I immediately called and, after spending two hours 
waiting, finally located a real person. I asked when I 
would receive my membership cards and if they covered 
each drug I am currently prescribed because many drugs 
are not covered. I wanted the information so when I 
went to my doctor’s appointment, I could make sure that 
I was able to provide the information to my doctor as to 
what drugs needed to be changed. I thought everything 
was going well until I went to the pharmacy on the sec-
ond, when I learned many computer systems were not 
ready for the multitude of over 40 different programs. 
Many people should, by my understanding, have cover-
age by both Medicare Part D as well as Public Aid, and 
or the Circuit Breaker program.  
 I am still researching the current system, and like 
many, am very upset that the government left us to the 
last minute then told us all at once what drugs we can 

and can not take based upon affordability. The plan that 
I am on does have, as was mentioned in Tuesday’s arti-
cle by Ms Crozier, a formulary, or list of drugs that the 
plan will pay for listed in sections called tiers: Tier 1, the 
generic preferred (cheapest for you co-pay wise as well 
as the drug plan); Tier 2, brand name medications (more 
expensive; when a generic is unavailable, so expect to 
pay a higher co-pay) and Tier 3, drugs the plan requires 
your doctor to fill out a prior authorization which is basi-
cally a form stating that you have been on other drugs 
for your condition and that they were not effective for 
you and the doctor is requesting that you be allowed to 
obtain this medication that is effective for your condi-
tion. 
 There is some light at the end to all this! 
 I have spoken to Debbie from CRIS Senior Services, 
and Susan Redden at the Multi Agency and both of 
them have been helpful in pointing me in the direction 
that I am hoping will solve this problem for the upcom-
ing months’ refills.  
 CRIS Senior Service can be reached at (217) 443-
2999 and the Multi Agency at (217)283-5544. They can 
help in filling out any paperwork that you may need to 
complete.  
 If you have been assigned a prescription plan and do 
not know which plan, phone your local Social Security 
office and ask. They should be able to pull your infor-
mation up. Be patient when you call these numbers. It 
takes a long time to have all your vital information pre-
pared when you actually get that live person. Make sure 
to write down any questions so you do not forget to ask 
them after the phone call is finished.  
  I have subscribed to and do read two very good sites 
that pertain to our situation: www.IllinoisBenefits.org 
and www.medicarerights.org. 
 Furthermore we could and should contact our local 
representatives in both state and federal government and 

Letter to the Editor 

New Books at the Library  

Get the Max Back 
Guaranteed. 

Maximum Refund.  
We get you everything you deserve or 

it’s FREE. 
It’s estimated Americans overpaid their taxes by a 
billion dollars. Don’t be one of them. H&R Block will 
get you the maximum refund you’re entitled to, or 
your tax preparation is free. So every dollar you’ve 
earned is where it belongs. In your pocket. 

Joyce Allen  
110 EAST MAIN 

HOOPESTON IL       (217) 283-5178 
         

 
 

If, due to H&R Block’s Error, you are entitled to a larger refund (or smaller tax 
liability) that what we calculated, we will refund your tax preparation fee for that 

return. At participating locations. Refund claims must be made during calendar year 
in which the tax return was prepared. ©2005H&R Block Services, Inc. 

Classifieds 
DAYCARE 

Dana Burk's licensed daycare in East Lynn currently has several 
openings. Call me! (217) 375-4417 

HELP WANTED 

Job opportunity: Assistant Day Manager. Please apply in person 
at Pizza King, 111 E. Main St., Hoopeston, IL 

HOUSES FOR RENT 

1 bedroom house in Hoopeston. Garage & basement. Good 
neighborhood. $325/mo. References & deposit required. Call 
(217) 304-0972 

3 BR w/garage. No pets. $350/mo., $350 deposit. (217) 283-
5093 

SERVICES 

Pampered Pet Grooming. Lots of TLC. Call anytime for 
appointment. (217) 339-2340 

Have Odd Jobs? Then I’m your girl. I am a 16 year old 

teenager trying to earn money for a mission trip to Haiti 

with the Christ In Youth Group this summer. Basic 
House Cleaning, Babysitting, Sitting for the elderly, Dog 
walker, Running errands. My name is Chrissy Morgenroth. 
Just give me a call at (217)497-9433 or (217) 283-4078 

VEHICLES FOR SALE 

1979 Chevy 1-ton dump bed/dump truck. $1,500 OBO. (217) 
431-2997 

Call (217) 283-9348 to place your ad! 

TRAV’S  

PLUMBING 
Travis McWethy 

Ph. 217-841-0850 
CISSNA PARK, IL 

 Lic. #058-145368 
Fully Insured 

 SMITH - Martha E. Smith, 81, of Hoopeston died at 
6:20 p.m. Thursday, Jan. 19, 2006 at Hoopeston Com-
munity Memorial Nursing Home. Funeral services will 
be at 11 a.m. Monday at First Christian Church, Hoop-
eston. Burial will be in Floral Hill Cemetery. Visitation 
was 4-6 p.m. Sunday at Brown-Alkire Funeral Home. 
Memorials are suggested to the church, 502 E. Main St. 

Obituaries 

Weather 

Fiction 
Point Blank: an FBI Thriller by Catherine Coulter 
The God Particle by Richard Cox (science fi) 
Polar Shift by Clive Cussler 
Judgment Day: a Novel by James F. David (science fi) 


