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City restarts process to bid former trailer park property 

Confused about  
Buying or Selling? 

 Call    

Jerry Urich, Realtor® 

Home Team Century 21 
(217) 304-3477 

Thursday  

is $1 beer 

night at 

V.F.W. 
Corner of Fourth Ave. & Orange, Hoopeston 

Sheila Fix 
Outside Sales Consultant 

Home: (217) 748-6283 
Cell (217) 497-1753 

Crown Ford Mercury 
Read Chevrolet Pontiac Buick 

Hoopeston Star Chrysler 

PRICE-LESS FOODS 

MEAT & MORE MEAT & MORE MEAT & MORE    

SALESALESALE   
Thurs.-Fri.-Sat., Sept. 8-9-10 
No cards needed at Price-Less Foods,  

Just Everyday Low Prices! 
24 Pk., Limit 2 

Coke, Diet Coke or Sprite.......$5.99 ea. 
24 Pk., Limit 2 

Pepsi (all flavors) .........................$5.99 ea. 
Russet Potatoes 8 lbs. Limit 2 ....$1.99 ea. 
Gallon, 2%, 1% or Skim 

Prairie Farms Milk....................$1.99/jug 
Half Gallon, All Flavors 

Prairie Farms Ice Cream..........$2.99 ea. 
Family Pack Pork Steak...........$1.27/lb. 
Black Angus 

Boneless Chuck Roast.............$1.97/lb. 
Black Angus 

Boneless Sirloin Tips...............$1.97/lb. 
Fresh Ground Chuck................$1.97/lb. 
USDA Choice 

Boneless Ribeye Steaks..........$5.97/lb. 
3 lb. box., House of Redford IQF  
Boneless Chicken Breast.......$4.97/box 
Indiana Packer  

Sliced Slab Bacon.....................$1.99/lb. 
Premium 

Half Boneless Pork Loins........$1.87/lb. 
Premium Whole 

Pork Butts..................................$1.19/lb. 
Lean & Meaty 

Pork Spare Ribs.........................$1.77/lb 

317 S. Market , Hoopeston 
We Accept Illinois Link Cards & WIC 

We reserve the right to limit quantities & correct printing errors 

Former resident makes corn-y proposal at Festival parade 

Photo contributed 

Jeff Eyrich proposes to Bethany Hooker Saturday on 

Main St.  before the National Sweetcorn Festival pa-

rade. 

 It seems natural that former Hoopeston resi-
dent Jeff Eyrich would pick the Sweetcorn Festival as 
the place to mark an important event in his life. 
 Eyrich was born on the first day of the 1978 
festival (Aug. 31) to Stephen Eyrich and Carolyn Ey-
rich-Mastin. 
 This year, he began a new chapter of his life 
and chose the festival as the backdrop for it. 
 For the past several years, Eyrich, who lives in 
Colorado, has returned to Hoopeston for the festival to 
help his family shuck, cook and serve tons of corn to 
festival attendees. 
 This year, however, Eyrich had more on his 
mind than corn. 
 Before the official start of Saturday’s parade, 
Eyrich, accompanied by family amidst the smoke of 
steam en- 

     
 Fish Fry 
    5-8 p.m. 

Friday 

American Legion 
502 E. Penn, Hoopeston 

 A Hoopeston man had hoped for a green light 
Tuesday to start his monument and engraving business. 
Instead, the process was delayed for at least another 
month. 
 The Hoopeston City Council had planned to 
announce a special meeting to open bids for the former 
Baer’s Trailer Park property. Instead, a special meeting 
will be held Sept. 13 to approve creating an ordinance 
allowing the property to be bid, followed by a 30-day 
waiting period before action can be taken. 
 The news was not good for Lee Cox, who 
wants to open a monument and engraving business on 

the land, at the corner of Rtes. 1 and 9. 
 The council had previously voted 5-2 to give 
Cox the land in exchange for cleaning the property. City 
attorney Brian Manion later told the council that state 
statute mandates that land be sold by bid. 
 Cox was unhappy about the delay. “This is 
costing me thousands of dollars, thousands of dollars,” 
he said. 
 When the ordinance to sell the property is ap-
proved, the city must re-advertise the land. The city had 
run a legal notice seeking bids on the property to which 
Alderman Bill Goodwine took exception. 



 Chance of rain today and tonight. High 85, low 
62. Tomorrow, partly cloudy. High 86, low 62. 
 For current weather conditions, call Hoopeston 
Weather Service (217)  283-6221. 

“It’s a significant addition to our department for zero 
dollars,” said fire committee chairman Alderman Bran-
don Hamilton. 
 After the meeting, fireman Ross Johnson, 
training officer, said the truck has five functions: it may 
be used as a pumper; has a 500 gallon storage capacity; 
has preconnected lines with nozzles; has several ground 
and roof ladders; and can be used aerially to fight fires 
or fore evacuations. 
 Hamilton said the truck could help lower the 
city’s ISO (Insurance Services Office) rating from a five 
to a four, which could result in lower insurance rates for 
home and business owners in Hoopeston. 
 In related discussion, Hamilton said the city 
will seek bids on a decommissioned fire truck which 
may be seen behind the Main St. station. Bids will be 
opened Sept. 27. Questions about the truck should be 
directed to Fire Chief Greg Shipman. 
 Alderman Jerry Yonkers wondered whether 
the city should donate the truck to another department 

See CITY on other side 

City continued from other side 

 The notice said bids would be accepted on two 
parcels, one for a motel and the other for an engraving 
business. Goodwine said he agreed with specifying the 
motel because of it would be “instrumental for economic 
growth.” It was the other specification that concerned him, 
as he asked if an engraving business is “essential to eco-
nomic growth and something the people of Hoopeston 
should subsidize? Why don’t we want to know what oth-
ers are willing to give for the property?” 
 Cox disagreed with changing the notice, saying 
it would be “discrimination” and further questioned why 
the new CVS property had not been bid. City officials did 
not respond to the question. 
 Goodwine told the council that he received nu-
merous calls about Cox’ plan for the corner, nearly as 
many calls as he received several years ago about the 
landfill expansion issue. “Within the city, a lot of people 
don't understand why the use is being limited,” he said. 
 Cox asked if Goodwine received calls in favor of 
his plan. Goodwine responded that only one caller ap-

but Hamilton said it has no use as a truck and would be 
purchased by a collector but not a fire department. 
 In unrelated business, the council: 
● heard a request from Alderman Carl Anken-
brand to increase the number of special event licenses at 
McFerren Park from five to 12. Many members voiced 
approval; a vote is expected to be taken at the Sept. 20 
meeting. 
● tabled accepting the former Amvets building, 

Classifieds 
APARTMENTS FOR RENT 

1 BR. $375/mo., utilities included. No pets. Available. (217) 
304-3477 

Rossville: 1-2 bdrs. Riverview Apartments. Completely refur-
bished, on-site washers & dryers. 1 bdr. $310/mo., $310 deposit; 
2 bdr., $360/mo., $360 deposit. Call (217) 840-3672. 

CHILD CARE 

Loving Grandmother will watch children in her home. Lots of 
play area, nutritious meals at reasonable rates, 6am-6pm. Call 
Patsy for more info, 283-4741. 

HELP WANTED 

Harvest help wanted. Apply at Kaufman Grain Co. in Rossville. 
No phone calls please. 

LOST & FOUND 

Found on Antioch Rd: young yellow lab-chow mix dog with 
spotted tongue, trimmed nails, no collar. Neutered. Very friendly 
boy! (217) 339-2351 

RUMMAGE SALES 

Friday, Saturday & Sunday. Everything must go! 914 W. Main, 
Hoopeston (in alley) 

529 N. Eighth Ave., Hoopeston. Sat., 8-? Men’s & women’s 
clothing, sofa, chair & stool, lots of misc. Rain or shine! 

211 E. Thompson, Hoopeston. Fri., 9-2, Sat., 8-4. Clothes, baby 
swing, crib, lots of misc. 

Call (217) 283-9348 to place your ad. 

See PROPOSAL on other side 

Proposal continued from other side 

gines, got off the engine. In the middle of Main St., with 
early parade-goers as witnesses, dressed in bibs and a t-
shirt, Eyrich dropped to one knee and proposed to his 
girlfriend, Bethany Hooker. 
 Family members knew for some time that 
Eyrich planned to propose sometime during the festival. 
Hooker suspected, too, but didn’t know when the ques-
tion would come. 
 “I told her she had to be here this weekend,” 
said Eyrich. 
 His request led Hooker to believe the big ques-
tion was coming. “I knew it was going to be this week-
end,” she said. “I just didn’t know when he would do it.” 
But she already knew what her answer would be. 
 “She said ‘yes,’” Eyrich simply said later. 
 Hooker bent down to kiss her fiancé, the two 
hugged, then, steam engines chugging, continued to the 
park. 
 “Did I do ok,” Eyrich later asked her. 
  “You did good,” she said. 
 People who know the couple might be sur-

Hoopeston 

Gun Show 

9 a.m.-4 p.m.    Sept. 10-11 
McFerren Park Civic Center 

For information, call (217) 283-6857 
$3 admission 

 

every Thursday 

7 p.m. 
Hoopeston American Legion 

502 E. Penn 

proved. 
 Manion said the limitation was placed based 
on statute, which allows the city to specify conditions 
for a sale, such as its intended use. 
 Mayor Bill DeWitt said Cox has already saved 
money for the city by taking concrete from the property. 
Taking other waste from the site to the landfill cost the 
city $8,000, excluding equipment costs and manpower, 
he said.  
 “It doesn’t seem to make much difference to 
me one way or the other,” DeWitt said. “My personal 
opinion is I don’t see what’s wrong with it. I, for one, 
intend to do everything possible to make my word 
good.” 
 When selling the property comes to a vote, any 
approved use must pass by a three-fourths majority. 
Rejection of any bids can be done with a simple major-
ity. 
 In unrelated discussion, the board accepted a 
1974 ladder truck from the Watseka Fire Department. 

 A 44-year-old woman reported Tuesday 
that her cell phone was taken while she was at 
McFerren Park. 
 A 45-year-old woman reported Tuesday 
that a 24” teal Roadmaster 10 speed bike was taken 
from her home in the 300 block of West Elm. 

Police News 

Weather 

prised that they were in the same place for the proposal. 
They met in Colorado when Hooker was visiting her 
godmother. The two hit it off and began what has been a 
two-year  relationship, he in Colorado and she at 
Furman University in South Carolina and now as an 
intern at Peachtree Publishers in Atlanta.  The two flew 

   Briefly 
Return uniforms 

 Any Hoopeston Area Youth Baseball (Little 
League) parent, player or coach who still has a uni-
form or equipment to return, please contact Kevin Jett 
(283-4422) or deliver to his home (728 S. Fifth St.) or 
office (221 S. Market) 


