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McDonald’s is site of soldiers’ reunion after 51 years apart 

Check out our graduation specials. Give your 
grad your old computer and upgrade to a new 
system, or get them ready with a new system. 
We carry a full line of computer equipment, and 
service and repair all makes and models. It’s also 
time for that yearly spring cleaning to make sure 

your computer is running at it’s optimal 
level. Call Teresa at Computer 
Works 217-283-9552, or stop in 

at 610 E Main, Hoopeston. 
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 20-Piece

 Cargo  
 Tie Down Set 

Olympic Hardware 
516 N. Dixie Hwy.  Hoopeston 

(217) 283-5186    

 Frank Aguirre of 
Lafayette, Ind., was as nervous 
as a schoolgirl Tuesday. He 
was about to meet an Army 
buddy for the first time in 51 
years. 
 Aguirre, who moved 
to Lafayette a few months ago 
after living in California, and 
Fort, of Morton, served in the 
Korean War. They agreed to 
meet at the Hoopeston 
McDonald’s at 11 a.m. 
 Aguirre arrived more 
than  an hour early, bringing to 
the restaurant a box of pictures 
of his team. “Where is Char-
lie,” he wondered at 10:55. 
And again at 11:05 and 11:15. 
At 11:20, his cell phone rang. 
Fort was calling from the for-
mer Shell gas station to find 
his compatriot. Within min-
utes, the two were embracing. 
 “You’ve gotten fat,” 
Fort said to Aguirre as he hugged his old friend. 
 As the men looked at pictures of the 1954 Yo-
kosula (Japan) Seahawks football team, both walked 
down memory lane. “I blocked him one time and damn 
near killed him,” Fort said, pointing at a figure in one of 
the framed photographs. 
 “We had a great team,” Aguirre said. And a 
winning one. The Seahawks were largely undefeated but 
Aguirre remembered one loss, to the Air Force All Stars 
during the Rice Bowl in Tokyo. 
 The meeting was Aguirre’s idea. The former 

longshoreman has been “looking for some of my team-
mates for the last 30 or 40 years. I kept looking for guys, 
little by little. I wondered ‘where would they be? I just 
want to see what they’re doing.”  
 Aguirre’s search has taken him across the 
United States, either in person or by phone, with trips to 
Memphis, Tenn., Kansas City, and Arkansas. While 
many  former teammates live in the same general area as 
they did while in service, most have moved out of the 
small towns they called home. Others have died. 

See REUNION on other side 

PIZZA KING 
“We Deliver 7 days a week” 

$2 off Large Pizza 
Or buy Large Pizza at regular 

price, get Medium Single Topping 
for $5 or Small Single Topping for 

$3 w/cpn 
Expires 9/1/05 

Dine in, Carry Out or Delivery 

Bids on contents of storage shed  
Thursday, Aug. 25, 5-5:30 p.m. 

General construction equipment 
& miscellaneous items. 

Budget Mini Storage 
710 W. Orange, Hoopeston 

 

Fun For All 
Miniature Golf Course 

Hours: Mon.-Fri. 2:15 p.m.-9 p.m. 

Sat. & Sun. 1-9 p.m. 

Plan your summer party with us! 
Picnic tables, freezer and  

      
  refrigeration available 

      

    Call (217) 

283-6463  

      

Frank Aguirre, left, and Charles Fort look over football pictures from their days 

serving in the Army in Japan. The two met at McDonald’s Tuesday morning after 

not having seen each other for 51 years. 



Tamale Dinners 
5-? Wednesday 

Also serving Enchiladas 
Last week sold out so get your order in early! 

Second Chance Saloon 
$2 Margaritas 

As always, 50¢ drafts 
102 N. Market, Hoopeston 

 Mostly sunny today and tomorrow. High today 
80, low 56. Tomorrow’s high 82, low 61. 
 For current weather conditions, call  Hoopes-
ton Weather Service, (217) 283-6221. 

Caring for Families Since 1940 

 Hoopeston  

Memorials 
Dave & Penny Gaddis, Owners 

1010½ E. Thompson Ave., Hoopeston 
(217) 283-7116 

New  
Fall Items 

Arriving Daily 

Global Fashions 
305 E. Main, Hoopeston 

Open 10 a.m.-5 p.m. Tues.-Fri.,  

10 a.m.-3 p.m. Sat. 

All Summer Resale 

$1 Reunion continued from other side 

 Aguirre moved to Lafayette to study kinesiol-
ogy at Purdue University. The 71-year-old said has a 
Master’s degree in psychology from Mexico and a PhD 
in military science, neither of which are accepted in the 
U.S. “I’m starting here and going again,” Aguirre said, 
adding he tells friends he decided to return to school 
“because I don’t play golf.” 
 Football brought the men together initially and 
was a constant in their lives. Aguirre played semi-pro 
ball and tried out for the Redskins but didn’t make the 
cut. He will be inducted into the National Football Foun-
dation and College Hall of Fame later this year for his 
work on the field and on the sidelines coaching others. 
 Fort, who attended the University of Illinois 
and participated in their football program, now plays 
armchair quarterback, saying the current U of I team “is 

The Rossville Community Organization (RCO) will 
be holding an open meeting to discuss “Invest In Ross-
ville” a proposed corporation designed to stimulate com-
munity redevelopment.   

The meeting will be held on Thursday, August 25 at 
the Rossville High School gym starting at 7 p.m. Any-
one with an interest or connection to Rossville is encour-
aged to attend. 

“Invest in Rossville” is an idea which has grown out 

of a series of “Visions” Meetings sponsored by the 
RCO’s Executive Committee. Based in part on a similar 
project down by the citizens of Bonaparte, Iowa, it is 
designed to form a for profit corporation to reinvest in 
the community to help stimulate the commercial district 
utilizing existing buildings not already occupied by busi-
nesses and helping to develop a retail mix that will be 
appealing to visitors and locals alike. 

A brief presentation on what RCO has been working 
on and a background on the Visions meetings will be 
part of the agenda. Following an overview of the “Invest 
in Rossville” concept, a question and answer period will 
take place. 

For those interested, the Rossville-Alvin School Dis-
trict will conduct a brief tour of the high school building 
to show its changes to a vocational education facility. 
The tour will start at 6:30. 

For more information on invest in Rossville, visit the 
RCO web page at http://rossvilleshops.com/rco/
index.html or call 217-748-6290. 

Community organization sets ‘Invest in Rossville’ meeting 

Classifieds 
APARTMENTS FOR RENT 

1 BR. $375/mo., utilities included. No pets. Available. (217) 
304-3477 

Rossville: 1-2 bdrs. Riverview Apartments. Completely refur-
bished, on-site washers & dryers. 1 bdr. $310/mo., $310 deposit; 
2 bdr., $360/mo., $360 deposit. Call (217) 840-3672. 

HELP WANTED 

Church custodian, 10-15 hrs./week. Call Hoopeston Methodist 
Church, (217) 283-6738. 

HOUSES FOR RENT 

2 BR duplex. $325/mo. (217) 748-6668 

MISCELLANEOUS FOR SALE 

Harvest table & 4 chairs. Dark wood, sturdy set, very good con-
dition. (217) 375-4322 

SERVICES 

Pampered Pet Grooming. Lots of TLC. Call anytime for 
appointment. (217) 339-2340 

VEHICLES FOR SALE 

1974 Volkswagen Beetle. $500. (217) 339-2287 or (217) 497-
2330 

1947 Ford Ferguson tractor. Overhauled motor, end loader, 
mower, snowplow, tiller, disk, bushhog. Asking $7,500. (217) 
283-5352. 

Call (217) 283-9348 to place your ad. 

DANVILLE—Officials at Danville Area Community 
College Foundation are proud to announce the first re-
cipients of the Mervis Family Endowed Scholarships. 
The Mervis Family Endowed Scholarships are made 
possible through the generosity of the Mervis Family 
Foundation, Mervis Industries, and Mr. and Mrs. Lou 
Mervis. 

In its inaugural year, the fund awarded four scholar-
ships for $1,000 each. Scholarships were given to Nata-
sha Burgett of Milford, who plans to pursue a career in 
social work/counseling; Paige McConnell of Catlin, 
who will major in elementary education; and two Dan-
ville residents, Caleb Melton, whose interest lies in me-
teorology, and Kathy Wright, a non-traditional student 
returning to school to pursue a degree in education. 

 The recipients were chosen for demonstrated leader-
ship in community service activities. Burgett was active 
in a peer mediator group that allowed her to help fellow 
students and a science club that introduced younger chil-
dren to the fun side of science. Melton turned his love of 
hockey into a volunteer opportunity by assisting the 
Danville Wings with public relations and pyrotechnics. 
He has also assisted the Eastern Illinois University 
hockey team with promotions and public relations. 
Wright, a day care provider, volunteers at local school 
events, takes her young charges to fun runs at the park, 
and is active in her church. McConnell began volun-
teering at the local library when she was 10 years old 
and has been the music librarian at her school for 
three years. Before graduating she trained a younger 

student to take her place. 

Weather 

Milford woman among first to receive Mervis Family Endowed Scholarships at DACC 

 A 68-year-old man reported Monday that some-
one took a CD player, several CDs and an unknown 
amount of money from his vehicle parked in the 600 block 
of South First Ave. 
 A 20” black and gold pearl Redline bike was 
taken Monday from the 500 block of West Elm. The bike 
is valued at $200. 
 A 16” Next bike with green, white, black and 
gray stripes was taken Monday from the 700 block of East 
McCracken. 
 A 20-year-old Hoopeston man reported Monday 
that his windshield was cracked while parked in the Pa-
mida parking lot, 1020 W. Chestnut. 

Police News 


