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 No matter what 
charges he faces, Hoop-
eston Police Chief Mark 
Drollinger said their 
information will be 
ready. The department’s 
role “changed very lit-
tle” with Mr. Brougher’s 
death. “The case was 
prepared from the be-
ginning as if it was go-
ing to be a potential 
capital case,” he said. 
 As officials ponder 

Akers’ fate, Iroquois County officials are looking 
into allegations he has made that he was attacked by 
at least one of the men who brought him in. 
 According to Lt. Randy Eimen of the Iroquois 
County Sheriff’s Department, Akers is alleging that 
he was hit in the face with a board. 
 Akers’ most recent mug shot shows him with a 
neck brace and swollen nose. 
 Eimen said he interviewed Akers at the Public 
Safety Building last week, talked to people in the 
general area the night Akers was found and collected 
evidence at the scene. This week, he plans to talk to 
the citizens who brought Akers in. 
 The board found at the scene does have blood on it 
but Eimen said the blood pattern seems to be drops 
that fell from someone standing or kneeling above it. 
“It doesn't’ appear to be from an impact,” he said. 
“That would be a different pattern.” 
 Additionally, Eimen said, one witness at the scene 
reported that Akers lunged at his captors and that the  

See CHARGE on other side 

State’s Attorney looks at murder charge in machete attack 
 Vermilion County 
State’s Attorney Frank 
Young may decide this 
week whether to file a 
murder charge against a 
Hoopeston man. 
 Robert S. “Bobby” 
Akers, 26, may face the 
charge in connection 
with a May 22 incident 
in which he allegedly 
struck Larry Brougher 
Jr., in the head with a 
machete. 
 Mr. Brougher, 26, died at noon Thursday at Carle 
Foundation Hospital, Urbana. 
 Akers was arrested after the incident, but escaped 
and was apprehended the next evening, still in hand-
cuffs, by two citizens in Wellington.  
 Akers was charged with aggravated battery and 
escape and is being held in the Public Safety Build-
ing on $500,000 (10%) bond. 
 What new charges may be filed against Akers will 
depend on autopsy reports and the exact cause of 
death, Young said. 
 Complete results could take as long as four weeks, 
said a spokesperson from the Champaign County 
Coroner’s office. 
 Mr. Brougher was airlifted to Carle in fair condi-
tion and was placed in intensive care immediately 
after the incident. He had reportedly been transferred 
from ICU because his condition had improved prior 
to his death. 
 Depending on autopsy results, Akers could face 
attempted murder or murder charges. “All the op-
tions are still open,” Young said. 

Chance of rain  

Thursday & Friday... 

Plant today! 

Flowers & Gifts by Molly Culbert 
702 W. Main, Hoopeston  283-5578  Open 7 Days 
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Tops &  
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Global Fashions 
305 E. Main St., Hoopeston   

(217) 283-7214 

$10.50 

Back by popular demand! 

TACO 

DINNER 
(Dine in or Take out) 

St. Anthony Youth Group and Friends 
Servant Tour 2005 
“Help Us Help Others” 

“Earning Our Way to New Orleans” 

Saturday, June 4 

Serving from 4-7 p.m. 

St. Anthony Parish Hall 
(Corner of Lincoln St. and Third St.) 

3 Tacos for $5 
Featuring: 

Mrs. P’s homemade salsa & flour tortillas 

 

Fun For All 
Miniature Golf Course 

Hours: Mon.-Fri. 2:15 p.m.-9 p.m. 

Sat. & Sun. 1-9 p.m. 

Plan your summer party with us! 
Picnic tables, freezer and  

        refrigeration available 

          Call (217) 283-6463  

          for information or email 
                funforall@hoopeston.org 

                  

                 McFerren Park 

                   Rt. 1, Hoopeston 
Police mug shots of Robert Akers from 2005, left, and 2001, 

right. 



Non-Fiction 

Weather, a Visual Guide by Bruce Buckley 
Snakes: the Smithsonian Answer Book by George 

R. Zug 
The Life Extension Foundation’s Disease Preven-

go to Hoopeston Community Memorial Nursing Home. 
 Any non-profit organization interested in being consid-
ered as a recipient of the monthly donation should send a 
request in writing to P.O. Box 253, Hoopeston, IL 60942. 

Grocery winner 
 Winner of the Women Making a Difference Price-Less 
Grocery Raffle is Bob Page from Albany, grandson of Bill 
and Roxie Page. 

Hydrant flushing 
 The Hoopeston Water Department will start flushing fire 
hydrants of Fridays starting May 27. Flushing will con-
tinue throughout the summer. 

 Mostly sunny today. High 80. Tonight, partly cloudy. 
Low 56. Tomorrow, partly cloudy. High 81, low 58. 
 For current weather conditions, call  Hoopeston 
Weather Service, (217) 283-6221. 

   Briefly 
Music Booster winners 

 This week’s winners in the Hoopeston Area Music 
Booster calendar drawing are: June 1, John Smiley; June 
2, Karyn Wyss; June 3, Brown’s Cash & Carry. 
 The Music Boosters will meet at 6 p.m. Tuesday, June 
7 at the Hodge home, 906 S. Fifth Ave., for a cookout. 
Meat and beverages will be provided. Those who attend 
are asked to bring a covered dish or dessert. 

Multi Agency van schedule 
  This week’s schedule for the Hoopeston Multi Agency 
transportation project is: Wednesday, Danville; Thurs-
day, Hoopeston shuttle; Friday, Danville. To arrange a 
ride, call  283 -5544. 
 Community center activities include: Monday-Friday, 
cards, noon; Thursday, men’s coffee 9 a.m..  

Weather 

Check out our graduation specials. Give your 
grad your old computer and upgrade to a new 
system, or get them ready with a new system. 
We carry a full line of computer equipment, and 
service and repair all makes and models. It’s also 
time for that yearly spring cleaning to make sure 

your computer is running at it’s optimal 
level. Call Teresa at Computer 
Works 217-283-9552, or stop in 

at 610 E Main, Hoopeston. 

 Police are investigating a hit-and-run accident 
reported at 12:38 a.m. Sunday at the Coffee Cup, 517 
S. Dixie Hwy. An unknown vehicle hit a parked 
1992 Chevrolet owned by Mary Bolin of Front St. 
 A 69-year-old woman reported Sunday that some-
one took several items from her home in the 900 

Winners 
 This month’s winners in the Women Making a Differ-
ence drawing are: Jean Lockhart and Dee Mayberry, 
$25; Jean Lockhart and Mary Jane Dillon, $15; and Al-
len Smith and Maria Garza, $10. 

Drivin’ the Dixie sales 
 Rossville will hold community-wide garage sales on 
June 18 in connection with Drivin’ the Dixie Days.” To 
get on the list, call Pam Bell, 748-6395. To have a sale at 
the Village Mini Parks on South Chicago St., there is a 
$10 fee.  
 The event is sponsored by the Rossville Community 
Committee. 

Coffee fund 
 This month’s Star Lodge coffee donation of $100 will 

 The Hoopeston Fire Department was called at 4:46 
p.m. Monday to a car fire in the 300 block of Euclid. 
When firemen arrived, the vehicle was fully en-
gulfed. No injuries were reported. 

Classifieds 
APARTMENTS FOR RENT 

Rossville: 1-2 bdrs. Riverview Apartments. Completely refur-
bished, on-site washers & dryers. 1 bdr. $310/mo., $310 deposit; 
2 bdr., $360/mo., $360 deposit. Call (217) 840-3672. 

Nice efficiency apt. Stove, refrigerator furnished. No pets. (217) 
283-9507, (217) 249-9507 

EVENTS 

BOOK SALE! Saturday, June 3, 403 S. Chicago, Rossville. 9 
a.m.-3 p.m. Paperbacks, hard covers. Novels, Westerns, History, 
Civil War, Reader’s Digests. No Harlequins. Over 300 to choose 
from. 25 cents to $1. Rain date Sunday, June 5. 

HOUSES FOR RENT 

Hoopeston, 3 Bdrm Brick Ranch with Carport. No Steps!  Re-
frig, Range, Built in Micro, DW, Disposal, Washer, Dryer, Cen-
tral AC.  No Pets! Non-smoking residence. $450/mo with de-
posit.  Call (217) 283-5107 or 283-7568 for application. 

S. Market, Hoopeston. 2 bdr., basement. Very nice, fully remod-
eled. $426/mo. References. Available June. (217) 304-3477 

MISCELLANEOUS FOR SALE 

18,000 BTU air conditioner. $150. Emery Zimmerman, (217) 
283-6176 

Couch & love seat; console color TV; microwave, table w/6 
chairs, hutch, server; trampoline; portable basketball hoop. (217) 
748-4215 

SERVICES 

Pampered Pet Grooming. Lots of TLC. Call anytime for 
appointment. (217) 339-2340 

Call (217) 283-9348 to place your ad. 

Cypress Mulch Sale 
3 bags, $10 

Cash & Carry 

T&L Lawn Care  
283-7214 

       125 S. Chicago, Rossville    
    (217) 748-4114 

Pat’s 55th Birthday Bash  

Wednesday 

    All domestic beer $1 
50¢ off  mixed drinks 

Your event 
can be listed  

FREE on 

hoopeston.org 
Email: additions@ 

hoopeston.org. 

 

Fire Calls 
Charge continued from other side 

strike was a defensive action. 
 When his investigation is complete, Eimen will file 
a report with the Iroquois County State’s Attorney 
for review. That office will decide whether to move 
forward with charges. 
 And despite allegations against Akers, Eimen said 
the sheriff’s department “will do everything that we 
can” in investigating Akers’ complaint. 
 Akers is expected to appear in court on June 16 for 
a preliminary hearing. 

block of East Young. 
 An 18-year-old man reported Sunday that some-
one took an undisclosed amount of cash from his 
home in the 300 block of North Ninth Ave. 
 The window of a 1985 GMC truck was reported 
broken at 4:45 p.m. Monday at 1121 S. Dixie Hwy. 

Police News 

New Books at the Library  

tion and Treatment; Scientific Protocols That Inte-
grate Mainstream and Alternative Medicine 
(reference) 

Parenting Your Asperger Child by Alan T. Sohn 


