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Owners plan new look, tenants planned for Downtown Motel 
 New owners of the Downtown Motel plan 
to refurbish rooms and fill them with new tenants. 
 Fred Tabor and Mary Atton of Hoopeston 
purchased the motel at an auction Friday. The win-
ning bid of $32,500 was the second bid offered dur-
ing the auction.  
 “That might not be as big a bargain as you 
think,” Tabor said Monday evening, referring to the 
cost of refurbishing the motel. “There will be no 
profit from that thing for a long time to come.” 
 Purchasing the motel was a “spur of the 
moment thing,” said Tabor, who learned of the auc-
tion Friday morning. 
 Currently, some rooms at the motel are 
rented as apartments. Those will be converted to 
suites and will be rented as rooms or suites. 
 Although none of the tenants will be imme-
diately asked to move, Tabor said that once refur-
bished, the motel will have no permanent residents. 
Current tenants will be notified that they must move 
before construction starts so the owners do not have 
increased liability during the refurbishing process, he 
said. 

 Rehabilitating the structure will take some 
time but Tabor is not sure how long. “We’ll take it 
slow and easy and take it one step at a time,” he said, 
adding he plans to use local contractors in the pro-
ject. 
 Tabor said the restaurant that accompanies 
the motel will be reopened and run by his daughter, 
Bonnie Tabor, and her husband, Jose Monas, who 
has 10 ears’ experience as a chef.  
 The restaurant will feature American cui-
sine. “It won’t be a serious threat to any of the local 
restaurants but I do think we can offer something 
that nobody else does,” he said. Those who know 
him, he said, fancy him something of a good chef, as 
well. 
 Tabor hopes to improve the reputation of 
the motel and make it a welcoming place for visitors 
to the National Sweetcorn Festival and other events. 
“We have good reputations,” he said., “I want it to 
have a good reputation. We’re going to try to make it 
a nice place for the city of Hoopeston. 
 Tabor was born and raised in Decatur, 
served in the military and is a retired millwright. 

Rossville American Legion 
All-You-Can-Eat 

Spaghetti Supper 
5-8 p.m. Wednesday 

$6 
104 Thompson Ave. 
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Tool Set 

Olympic Hardware 
516 N. Dixie Hwy.  Hoopeston 

(217) 283-5186    
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in which he allegedly struck an unidentified 26-year-old 
Hoopeston man in the head with a machete. Akers was 
taken into custody Sunday night and escaped while 
handcuffed. 
 Drollinger said the men allegedly had an argu-
ment at a residence in the 300 block of West Maple and, 
after the incident, Akers left the scene and was later 
arrested, then escaped.  
 Akers was taken to the Public Safety Building 
in Danville. 
 Drollinger expressed thanks to those who pro-

Police credit citizens with catching battery suspect 
 Two citizens in Wellington aided police in 
catching a man wanted for aggravated battery and es-
cape. 
 The unnamed citizens approached Robert S. 
“Bobby” Akers and brought him to Hoopeston police, 
according to a written statement from Police Chief Mark 
Drollinger. 
 Akers was arrested at 6:15 p.m. Monday, still 
wearing the handcuffs put on him when he was arrested 
Sunday night. 
 He was charged in connection with an incident 

Memorial Day arrangements 
Vases, saddles, hanging baskets 

for use in all cemeteries 
(Both silk and live) 

Flowers & Gifts by Molly Culbert 
702 W. Main, Hoopeston  283-5578  Open 7 Days 

CLIP & SAVE  CLIP & SAVE  CLIP & SAVE  CLIP & SAVE   

CLIP & SAVE  CLIP & SAVE  CLIP & SAVE  CLIP & SAVE   

Hoopeston Coin Laundry 
New Winter Hours, effective June 1 

Monday-Wednesday-Friday-Saturday-Sunday 
7 a.m.-3 p.m. 

Tuesday-Thursday 
7 a.m.-7 p.m.  

Please allow enough time for washing, drying 
and folding to be done by closing time. 

Huge clothing sale 
Get your kids’ summer vacation wear. 100s of 
styles newborn-teen all $2-$3 each! Women's plus 

sizes shorts, capris skirts, jeans $5 DVDs,  
Gameboy Advanced, Playstation 2, Disney VHSs.  

This Thursday in front Brianna's Baby Shop 
(weather permitting) 5-7pm  



Tacos, chicken tacos, steak quesadillas, 

Nachos Supreme 

every Wednesday 5-8 p.m. 

16 oz. Margarita just $2 

Lunch served 11-1:30 daily. 
Thursday lunch special: Pan fried Chicken 

BJ’s Pump 
1023 W. Main, Hoopeston (217) 283-5700 

MyPyramid, the new USDA food pyramid. 

 Partly cloudy today and tonight. High 72, low 52. 
Tomorrow, chance of thunderstorms. High 71, low 50. 
 For current weather conditions, call  Hoopes-
ton Weather Service, (217) 283-6221. 

   Briefly 
Teacher request forms 

 Honeywell and John Greer schools will send 
teacher request forms home with students on Friday, 
May 6. Maple school has forms that may be picked up 
in the office. All forms are due on or before the last day 
of school, May 26. Those with questions may call the 
appropriate school office. 

Hydrant flushing 
 The Hoopeston Water Department will start 
flushing fire hydrants of Fridays starting May 27. Flush-
ing will continue throughout the summer. 

Memorial Day services 
 The Hoopeston American Legion and VFW 
will host Memorial Day services at 10:30 a.m. Monday 
at Floral Hill Cemetery. The Hoopeston Area High 
School band will play and comments will be given by 

tion of cars; grandstand gates open at 4:30 p.m. and 
racing begins at 6 p.m. 
 Admission is $7 for adults, $5 for children 
and free for children six and younger. 
 Drivers interested in taking part may still do 
so. Driver registration fee is $30 per car and $15 per 
pit pass. 
 For more information, call Greg, (217) 283-
4680 or Phil, (217) 339-2200. 

 Firemen from Hoopeston and Wellington 
are getting fired up about Saturday’s Crash & Bash 
demolition derby. 
 The event is the second joint venture be-
tween the departments and is held to raise money for 
equipment. Last year, the Hoopeston department 
used its portion of the proceeds towards a ventilation 
chain saw, said Fire Chief Greg Shipman. 
 Gates open at 2 p.m. for the pits and inspec-

Hoopeston, Wellington firemen to host Crash & Bash 

Police News 

Weather 

Classifieds 
APARTMENTS FOR RENT 

Rossville: 1-2 bdrs. Riverview Apartments. Completely refur-
bished, on-site washers & dryers. 1 bdr. $310/mo., $310 deposit; 
2 bdr., $360/mo., $360 deposit. Call (217) 840-3672.    

EVENTS 

Doll Sale. Dolls from 1800s-1940s. May 26, 27, 28, 9 am.-6 
p.m. 512 E. Honeywell., Hoopeston 

HOUSES FOR RENT 

Hoopeston, 3 Bdrm Brick Ranch with Carport. No Steps!  Re-
frig, Range, Built in Micro, DW, Disposal, Washer, Dryer, Cen-
tral AC.  No Pets! Non-smoking residence. $450/mo with de-
posit.  Call (217) 283-5107 or 283-7568 for application. 

S. Market, Hoopeston. 2 bdr., basement. Very nice, fully remod-
eled. $450/mo. No pets. References. Available June. (217) 304-
3477 

MISCELLANEOUS FOR SALE 

18,000 BTU air conditioner. $150. Emery Zimmerman, (217) 
283-6176 

RUMMAGE SALES 

1229 S. Second Ave., Hoopeston. Sat., 8-noon. Household, 
clothing, horse tack. 

Country Garage Sales—2nd left heading west from Hoopeston 
on Rt.9, 1130 East Rd. Follow signs. Fri. 5/27 8am-?, 5/28 Sat. 
8am-?,  3 homes, map provided. Toys, clothing, furniture and 
much more . 

SERVICES 

Pampered Pet Grooming. Lots of TLC. Call anytime for 
appointment. (217) 339-2340 

Call (217) 283-9348 to place your ad. 

Hoopeston Regional Health 
Center EMT Opportunities 
 People – we know it often makes or 
breaks a job.  We believe our ambulance staff 
would say that working with the other staff 
members is what makes their jobs great. 

 Our Ambulance Service is 

currently recruiting for Basic, 

Intermediate and Paramedic level 

EMTs for various PRN shifts.  We 

require a current license, a good work 

record & references and a strong 

desire to provide quality customer 

service to our patients.  Our facility 

offers a competitive PRN salary 

program for qualified candidates. 

 If you have an interest in being 

part of a terrific rural EMS service, 

please stop by our facility to fill out an 

application or mail, e-mail or fax your 

resume to:  Hoopeston Regional 

Health Center, 701 E. Orange, 

Hoopeston, IL  60942,  

Fax 217-283-4803, e-mail: 

betsy.morgenroth@hoopestoncmh.org 

Check out our graduation specials. Give your 
grad your old computer and upgrade to a new 
system, or get them ready with a new system. 
We carry a full line of computer equipment, and 
service and repair all makes and models. It’s also 
time for that yearly spring cleaning to make sure 

your computer is running at it’s optimal 
level. Call Teresa at Computer 
Works 217-283-9552, or stop in 

at 610 E Main, Hoopeston. 

 No tickets or injuries were reported in an 
accident at 2:28 p.m. Sunday in the 700 block of 
South Third St. 
 Police said Milton E. Ford, of Hoopeston, in 
a 1960 Ford, backed from a driveway into a 2003 
Ford owned by Deborah Dixon, also of Hoopeston. 

each respective organization and other dignitaries. Na-
than Wells will be the featured speaker. 
 In case of inclement weather, the ceremony 
will be held at the McFerren Park Civic Center. 
 After the ceremony, a free luncheon will be 
held at the VFW, corner of Fourth Ave. and West Or-
ange. 

Diabetes seminar 
 Dietitian Beth Totheroh will present informa-
tion during the third diabetes seminar sponsored by 
Hoopeston Area Healthcare Foundation. 
 The seminar will be held at 1:30 p.m. Thurs-
day in the Hoopeston Community Memorial Hospital 
community room. 
 Totheroh will speak on Sweeteners, Desserts, 
Hot to Rate Your Plate, focusing on portion control and 

Children’s Room 

Fiction 

The Case of the Bigfoot Beast by Tracey West 
The Case of the Glowing Alien by James Gelsey 
The Case of the Unicorn Mystery by Heather Alexan-

der 
A Day at Camp by Nancy Parent 
Dora’s Pirate Adventure by Leslie Valdes 
Families Have Together by Harriet Ziefert 
Five Little Monkeys Bake a Birthday Cake by Eileen 

Christelow 
The Golden Goose by Dick King-Smith 

New Books at the Library  


