
Member FDIC 

Check us out! 
We have the right account 

for you! 

Hoopeston, Illinois 

Your hometown bank since 1913 
221 Bank St. (217) 283-7733 Rtes. 1&9 283-9723 

221 E. Main, Wellington (815) 984-3130 

Lourdine Florek 
owner/publisher 

Hoopeston’s only locally-owned daily news publication 

P.O. Box 441, Hoopeston, IL. 60942                      www.justthefacts.net 

the Facts© 

 Wednesday, May 11, 2005 

Phone/Fax: 
(217) 283-9348 

Email: 
publish@justthefacts.net 

Former county board chairman helping opportunity return 
 A former Vermilion County Board 
chairman hopes opportunity returns to the 
area and is working to make it happen. 
 Todd Lee, now East Central region 
manager for Gov. Blagojevich’ Department 
of Commerce and Economic Opportunity, 
was the featured speaker at Monday’s Hoop-
eston Neighborhood Watch meeting. 
 One of the initiatives of what was 
the Department of Commerce and Commu-
nity Affairs is the Opportunity Returns pro-
gram, designed to retain and create jobs in 
Illinois. Under Blagojevich’ plan, the state 
was divided into regions. As East Central 
manager, Lee works with government and economic 
development leaders in Vermilion, Iroquois, Cham-
paign, Ford, Piatt and Douglas counties. 
 With Opportunity Returns, Lee said, Blago-
jevich put economic development and job creation/
retention into the hands of local people who know the 
communities. Instead of decisions being made in 
Springfield and Chicago, regional managers work with 
people in the local area and act as a liaison between 
communities and state government. 
 Lee cited the example of the Kodiak project, 
involving a company that would provide 600 jobs. Illi-
nois and Indiana were being considered by the company 
and a total of 36 sites were put before the company for 
consideration. In early February, half the sites in the east 
central region were eliminated, leaving Danville and 
Rantoul as finalists, along with two Indiana locations. 
 After further consideration, Danville and one 
Indiana site were chosen as the final two possibilities 
and now officials are waiting for a final word. To meet 
specifications for the project, Danville spent $54,000 
and the state has signed off on $7 million in incentives. 

“We’re waiting, we’re hopeful but we also 
know it’s a 50-50 chance” Lee said. 
 Manufacturing is still an important 
part of Illinois’ economy but new manufac-
turing jobs are less labor intensive and re-
quire new skills, including those in com-
puters and robotic machinery. “It requires 
more than a high school education,” he said. 
 To meet the challenge, some high 
schools in Lee’s region are part of pilot pro-
grams. Danville High School has Project 
Lead the Way, a pre-engineering program 
that allows students to “explore studies in an 
engineering curriculum,” Lee said. In Cham-

paign, an information technology program is being pi-
loted by a high school. “It’s more than just hands-on 
learning,” Lee said “They’re actually doing projects.” 
This year’s class project is improving technology in the 
former Best Buy building in Urbana. 
 Another component of increasing education is 
the expected announcement of Critical Skills Shortage 
Initiative which will provide a grant to train workers in 
the East Central region. “Stay tuned,” Lee said. “It 
should be announced shortly.” 
 Besides worker training, Illinois must also 
compete with Indiana, which is often seen as a more 
business-friendly state. Companies that choose Indiana 
based on lower tax rates are sometimes surprised to find 
the state has a manufacturing inventory tax. “It’s a very 
competitive business—economic development,” Lee 
said, adding Illinois must improve in touting its assets, 
including geographic location and work ethic of its resi-
dents. “In the East Central region, I think we’re up to the 
task,” he said. 
 While it is important to attract new jobs, the 
key to ec- 
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Olympic Hardware 
516 N. Dixie Hwy.  Hoopeston 

(217) 283-5186    

Rossville American Legion 
All-You-Can-Eat 

Spaghetti Supper 
5-8 p.m. Wednesday 

$6 
104 Thompson Ave. 
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4 PERSON SCRAMBLE 

 May 14th      

     

 1:00 pm 

Non Members $50     
 Members $40 
Members w/cart   $30 

  Prize money is given away, plus prizes 
for longest drive, closes t to the pin and 

Great herbs for your garden 
Ask for “Basil Magic Michael” 

Huge selection potted perennials  
starting at $3.50! 

Flowers & Gifts by Molly Culbert 
702 W. Main, Hoopeston  283-5578  Open 7 Days 

DVD Movie & Play Station 2 game SALE  

Today only 1pm-5pm  
More than 30 current  movie titles  

pre-played $5 each & 15 new & used  
Playstation 2 games $8 each in the clothes 

room in Rossville 110 E. Attica.  
Lots of kids summer namebrands priced to sell. 



Check out our graduation specials. Give your 
grad your old computer and upgrade to a new 
system, or get them ready with a new system. 
We carry a full line of computer equipment, and 
service and repair all makes and models. It’s also 
time for that yearly spring cleaning to make sure 

your computer is running at it’s optimal 
level. Call Teresa at Computer 
Works 217-283-9552, or stop in 

at 610 E Main, Hoopeston. 

Tacos, chicken tacos, steak quesadillas, 

Nachos Supreme 

every Wednesday 5-8 p.m. 

16 oz. Margarita just $2 

Lunch served 11-1:30 daily. 
Thursday lunch special: Pan fried Chicken 

BJ’s Pump 
1023 W. Main, Hoopeston (217) 283-5700 

Hoopeston plant “because they’re happy with the work-
force and the work ethic,” Lee said. “I think that says a 
lot about the community.” 
 A railroad spur project is also in the works for 
the former Stokely building and Lee said his office has 
been involved in showing the former FMC building to 
interested parties. Lee admitted selling the building may 
take some time “That is a huge building,” he said. 
“Folks who need that kind of space don’t come along 
everyday.” 
 As Illinois and its communities retain and 
attract jobs, Lee said it is important that those jobs 
are diversified. In the early 20s, he said, the conven-
tional wisdom was to let businesses run their course. 

In communities like Hoopeston, where jobs were tied 
on a particular industry—in Hoopeston’s case, can-
ning—shifts in the economy have proven devastating 
as companies close. “We don’t want to make the same 
mistake again,” he said. 
 Different areas in Lee’s region handle eco-
nomic development differently. Vermilion Advantage 
is the main economic development group in Vermilion 
County while in Iroquois and Ford counties, economic 
groups are driven by local financial institutions. Piatt 
County does not have an economic development group 
but Monticello does. Douglass County also does not 
have one group that works on economic development. 
In Champaign County, Champaign, Urbana and Ran-
toul have separate economic development groups as 
does the county. 
 Champaign County, in particular Champaign-
Urbana, is enjoying an economic boom and experi-
enced “one of its greatest years,” Lee said. “That kind 
of optimism hasn’t occurred everywhere.” 
 The next Neighborhood Watch meeting will 
be May 6 when Mayor Bill DeWitt will discuss his 

 Chance of thunderstorms today, tonight. High 79, 
low 57. Tomorrow, partly cloudy. High 76, low 57. 
 For current weather conditions, call  Hoopes-
ton Weather Service, (217) 283-6221. 

Weather 

Classifieds 
HOUSES FOR RENT 

Hoopeston, 3 Bdrm Brick Ranch with Carport. No Steps!  Re-
frig, Range, Built in Micro, DW, Disposal, Washer, Dryer, Cen-
tral AC.  No Pets! Non-smoking residence. $450/mo with de-
posit.  Call (217) 283-5107 or 283-7568 for application. 

East Thompson, Hoopeston. Available May 15. 2 BR, basement, 
garage. $350/mo. No pets. References (217) 304-3477 

Rossville: 1-2 bdrs. Riverview Apartments. Completely refur-
bished, on-site washers & dryers. 1 bdr. $310/mo., $310 deposit; 
2 bdr., $360/mo., $360 deposit. Call (217) 840-3672.         

HOUSES FOR SALE 

2 BR w/garage in Hoopeston. Will consider contract. (217) 283-
5093 

SERVICES 

Pampered Pet Grooming. Lots of TLC. Call anytime for 
appointment. (217) 339-2340 

Dog Grooming by Jean. Gentle Care. Also Boarding. Pick up 
and Delivery available. (217) 283-7426. 

Call (217) 283-9348 to place your ad! 

2nd annual 

Hoopeston Multi Agency 
Street Sale &  

Bake Sale 
Saturday, May 14 8 a.m.-Noon 

206 S. First Ave., Hoopeston 
Something for everyone! 

See OPPORTUNITY on other side 

Opportunity continued from other side 

onomic growth is to retain existing jobs, Lee said. 
“Sometimes it seems sexier to focus on new companies 
but the majority of jobs come from existing businesses,” 
he said. “Well over 50 percent of new job growth comes 
from companies existing in the community.” 
 To foster a better business climate in Illinois, 
companies can take advantage of state loan and grant 
programs and other offerings which are tied to jobs. 
Illinois has such programs “that would fit almost every 
business opportunity,” Lee said. 
 Hoopeston businesses have taken advantage of 
state opportunities, including Silgan Containers, which 
last year received state money. Silgan put money into its 

Police News 

 Two people were arrested on a complaint 
from an 18-year-old Hoopeston man who alleged 
one man struck him and the other tried to. 
 The incident occurred at 9:55 p.m. Monday 
in the 300 block of West Penn. Aaron M. Linares, 
22, of 321 W. Penn was charged with battery and 
Douglas J. Brookwalter, 23, of the same address, was 
charged with disorderly conduct. 
 Each was released on a notice to appear. 
 Toby D. Sheppard, 36, of 506 Cedar, was 
arrested at 12:37 a.m. Tuesday in the 500 block of 
Cedar. He was charged with domestic battery and 
interference with reporting of domestic battery on a 
complaint from a 38-year-old Hoopeston woman 
who alleged Sheppard grabbed her by the neck and 
smashed her cell phone when she tried to call police. 

 Sheppard was taken to the Public Safety 
Building in Danville to await arraignment. 
 Amanda M. Abbott, 26, of 204 E. Honey-
well was arrested at 1:36 a.m. Tuesday in the 200 
block of East Honeywell. 
 Abbbott, wanted on a Vermilion County 
felony warrant for failure to appear for arraignment 
for violation and an Iroquois County warrant for 
failure to appear, was taken to the Public Safety 
Building, Danville, in lieu of $35,000 bond. Our CD Rates 

Compare 

 Bank-issued, FDIC-insured to 

$100,000 
1-year 3.70% APY* Minimum deposit $5,000 

3-year 4.25% APY* Minimum deposit $5,000 

5-year 4.45 APY*   Minimum 

deposit $5,000 
 *Annual Percentage Yield (APY) Interest cannot remain on 
deposit; periodic payment of interest is required. Effective 5/11/05. Subject to 
availability and price change. The amount received from a sale of a CD at 
current market value may be less than the amount originally invested. 
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 Lance A. Raver 

Big Pine Golf Course 

Under new ownership 

Justin & Laura Barker 
Daily Green Fees Mon.-Thurs. $20 w/cart  
      
     
 Fri-Sun. $25 w/cart 
Seasonal Memberships  
 Family $525    


