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Every Thursday, 5-8 p.m. 
Dine in or carry out 

Drink Special: 25¢ off mixed drinks! 

BJ’s Pump 
1023 W. Main, Hoopeston (217) 283-5700 

Thursday  

is $1 beer 

night at 

V.F.W. 
Corner of Fourth Ave. & Orange, Hoopeston 

Rich’s Lawn Service 
35 Years’ Experience 

Bonded, Insured, References 

Commercial or Residential 

283-7856 

 Natosha N. Mayberry, 27, of 1101 S. Second 
Ave., was arrested at 4:35 p.m. Monday in the 400 block 
of West Maple. She was charged with battery on a com-
plaint from a 20-year-old woman who alleged Mayberry 
struck her in the face numerous times. 
 Mayberry was released on a notice to appear. 
 Jennifer L. Maynard, 25, of Apt. 30 Park-
view Court was arrested at 5:31 p.m. Monday at Park-
view Court. She was charged with domestic battery on a 
complaint from a 28-year-old man who alleged May-
nard struck him several times and shoved him. 
 Maynard was taken to the Public Safety Build-
ing in Danville. 
 No tickets or injuries were reported in an 
accident at 1:16 p.m. Tuesday at Schumacher Electric, 
1025 E. Thompson. Police said Richard B. Martin of 
Effingham, backed a 2004 Stering truck into a loading 
dock and struck the top of the garage, damaging an I-

Police News 

   Briefly 
Trash Walkers 

 Hoopeston Trash Walkers will kick of their 
cleanup season at 9 a.m. Saturday. Volunteers will meet 
at First Ave. and Rt. 9 to clean up that area. Anyone who 
wishes to help is invited to attend. 

Concert cancelled 
 Due to a lack of advance ticket sales, the 
Hoopeston Area Music Boosters have cancelled Satur-
day’s “Regarding Angels” concert. 

Pop tabs collected 
 Residents are asked to drop their pop tabs for 
the Ronald McDonald House at Hoopeston Area Middle 
School. The student council will turn them in April 21. 

Sports meetings 
● Hoopeston Girls Sports Association will meet 
at 2 p.m. Sunday at the Hoopeston Multi Agency. The 
draft will be held at 3 p.m. All coaches must attend.  
● Hoopeston Pony League will meet at 6:30 p.m.  
April 19 upstairs in the maintenance building at the 
League field in McFerren Park.  Anyone interested in 
coaching the team and all parents are urged to attend.  

Spring cleanup 
 City of Hoopeston street and alley cleanup will 
begin April 18 for yard waste only. Is your computer on the fritz?  Is it crashing 

regularly, or worse, will it not boot up at 
all?  Don't worry, Computer Works will come 

to your aid.  Call Teresa at  
217-283-9552.  Dedicated to offering the 

most friendly, reliable, and honest 
service and support available 
anywhere to our customers.  

 303B E. Main Street, 

Big selection of Memorial Day stone, 

monument saddles, hanging baskets, 

vases, wreaths of silk flowers, plants and 

bushes or choose your own favorite 

flowers and colors and we will make your 

choice into a beautiful arrangement. 

Flowers & Gifts by Molly Culbert 
702 W. Main, Hoopeston  283-5578  Open 7 Days 

Letter from Lourdine.... 
Dear Readers, 
 During the next...however long..., I must 
ask you to please bear with me and Just the Facts. 
My mother is very ill and her care is my top priority 
now. There will be days when I am unable to print 
the paper or return phone calls in a timely manner. 
Please know that I’m sorry for any inconvenience 
this may cause to my readers and advertisers. 
 Thank you for your patience and under-
standing as my family goes through this very diffi-

WILLIAM T DONAHUE 
Danville, Illinois 

announces the opening of a law 
practice offering affordable legal 

assistance to businesses, not-for-
profit agencies, sole proprietorships 

and other organizations 

Go to www.DonahueWeb.com  
or call 217-446-6403 

     
 Fish Fry 
    5-8 p.m. 

Friday 

American Legion 
502 E. Penn, Hoopeston 

      
      
       

 White Mowers  

On Sale! 
 

Olympic Hardware 
516 N. Dixie Hwy.  Hoopeston 

(217) 283-5186    



Save 

$5 Off 
Tax Preparation Fee 

We offer: 
Electronic Filing•Fast Tax Refunds 

R & G Tax Services 
307½ E. Main, Hoopeston 

(217) 283-6990 

Allegations against police 
 At this writing, we have two Hoopeston Police 
Officers under investigation for police brutality. 
 An incident that took place on my property 
March 11 at approximately 8:05 p.m. caused me to dis-
cover a few days later that we have no working cameras 
or tapes in any of our five patrol vehicles. 
 I was a witness to an arrest; yes, it was my son. 
I saw my son, Terry Mullen, drive in front of my home, 
get out of the van, put his hands on top of his head and 
walk to back of van in plain view of officers. This area 
was lighted as I have an outside pole lamp with a 40 
watt bulb. Also there was some good background light-
ing from the Convenient Mart directly across the high-
way on Rt. 9. At no time did I see Terry resist or try and 
flee from police officers. 
 There were three patrol cars on the scene, two 
marked and one unmarked. Terry was attacked by two 
police officers, slammed into back of van, thrown on a 
cold and wet blacktop. It had snowed earlier that day. 
 Since we have no working cameras or tapes in 
patrol cars, which is inexcusable, we are in a “he said-he 
said” situation. 
 I am a graduate of a law enforcement academy 
and a retiree fro a sheriff’s department in another state as 
a corrections officer. 
 Let’s talk about use of force for a minute. Use 
of force should only be used if absolutely necessary, 
only minimum force necessary should be applied and 
use of force must be stopped when subject has been 
secured. 
 I have filed a formal complaint against two 
Hoopeston police officers. We have a non-public hear-
ing scheduled for the third week of April. I’m told it’s 
non-public since this is a disciplinary hearing. 
 Upon talking to a member of the police com-
mission, he was surprised to learn there were no work-
ing cameras or tapes in patrol cars. I talked to Mayor 
Flint. He, too, was surprised. I was assured by Mayor 
Flint he would look into it. While talking to Mayor Flint, 
he asked Ed Lotz, Ward 1 alderman and (police com-
mittee chairman) to join us. Mr. Lotz informed me that 
just that day, Thursday, March 31, Chief Drollinger 
informed him we either need to repair or replace cam-

eras in patrol cars or take them out. They were taken out. 
Mr. Lotz said “we have no money” in the budge for 
cameras in patrol cars. 
 If we would have had just one working camera 
with a functional tape at the scene, it would have taken 
the guesswork out of this incident. 
 My question to you, Mr. Lotz: can we afford 
not to have working cameras and tapes in our patrol 
cars? What if somebody gets injured severely or even 
killed and we are back to a “he said-he said” situation or 
maybe no witness at all? 
 Citizens of Hoopeston, we are wide open for a 
law suit waiting to happen! Mr. Lotz, do we have money 
in the budget for that? 
 Most police officers are good, dedicated, 
highly professional people who can work together as 
part of a team or independently. However, unfortu-
nately, there are a few who clip through the cracks. They 
need weeded out. If there is a rotten apple in the barrel, 
you throw it out. 
 At the Monday, April 4 council meeting, (Lotz 
and Drollinger) announced they are working to install 
new digital cameras in the city police cars. What trig-
gered this action is the incident with Terry on March 11. 
 Mr. Lotz and finance committee have been 
aware of this ongoing problem for several months, if not 
one-two years. Folks, a grant could take months, years 
or never. Yet our patrol cars keep cruising 24-7. Wake 
up, Hoopeston! 
 Let’s provide our police officers with the tools 
they need and maybe they can slow down the drug traf-
fic in our city. 
 We all know what century we are living in. 
Let’s continue to move forward, not backward and in-
stall new digital cameras in our patrol cars. 

Jerry W. Mullen 
Hoopeston 

 Editor’s note: Due to the allegations in Mr. 
Mullen’s letter, Just the Facts contacted Chief Mark Droll-
inger for comment. He responded: “I have conducted a 

thorough investigation of the complaint filed by Mr. 

Mullen’s son. Statements were taken from the officers 

involved, Mr. Mullen, his son and independent witnesses. I 

have found no evidence to support the complaint that was 

filed. 

 Mostly sunny today. High 63. Tonight, mostly 
clear. Low 38. Tomorrow, mostly sunny. High 66, low 44. 
 For current weather conditions, call Hoopeston 
Weather Service (217)  283-6221. 

Classifieds 
APARTMENTS FOR RENT 

3 BR  duplex, 1.5 bath, living room, dining room, utility room. 
$350 deposit, $350/mo. (217) 283-5093 

2 BR duplex on ground level. Air conditioning, storage unit. 
$350/mo. (217) 283-7439. 

HELP WANTED 

Jerry’s IGA is looking for a reliable individual to fill a full time 
position in the produce department. Must be available weekends. 
Stop by the office to apply. 

HOUSES FOR RENT 

Hoopeston, 3 Bdrm Brick Ranch with Carport. No Steps!  Re-
frig, Range, Built in Micro, DW, Disposal, Washer, Dryer, Cen-
tral AC.  No Pets! $450/mo with deposit.  Call (217) 283-5107 
or 283-7568 for application. 

2 BR house w/garage. $350 deposit, $350/mo. (217) 283-5093 

MISCELLANEOUS FOR SALE 

Tons of Wallpaper. Quality vinyl pre-pasted paper & borders. 
Large assortment of patterns. Huckleby’s Used Furniture, 208 N. 
Market, Hoopeston 

RUMMAGE SALES 

721 E. Lincoln, Hoopeston. Sat., 8-11. Bar stools, mirrors, vari-
ous household items. 

518 W. Orange, (Rt. 9) Hoopeston . Fri. & Sat., 8-? Craft sup-
plies, household, misc. 

SERVICES 

Dog Grooming by Jean. Gentle Care. Also Boarding. Pick up 
and Delivery available. (217) 283-7426. 

VEHICLES FOR SALE 

1992 Dodge Extended Cab. 139,000 mi., new brakes, fuel pump, 
shocks. Needs paint. (217) 748-4031 or (217) 260-9615. 

Call (217) 283-9348  

to place your ad! 

Letters to the Editor 

To show appreciation 
 to all our customers 

The Community Bank  

of  Hoopeston  
will host 

Appreciation Day 
April 20, 2005   

 11 a.m.-2 p.m. 
at all 3 locations 

Main Bank - 221 Bank St., Hoopeston 
Hoopeston Facility, Rtes. 1 & 9, 

Hoopeston 
Wellington Facility - Wellington 

Join us for BBQ Sandwiches, Chips, Cookies, Drink 

Register to win a $50 savings bond 
given away at each bank location 

 

every Thursday 

7 p.m. 
Hoopeston American Legion 

502 E. Penn 

Weather 


