
Member FDIC 

It’s never too late to start saving for retirement! 

Stop in today and learn the facts about 
an Individual Retirement Account. 

Hoopeston, Illinois 

Your hometown bank since 1913 
221 Bank St. (217) 283-7733 Rtes. 1&9 283-9723 

221 E. Main, Wellington (815) 984-3130 

Lourdine Florek 
owner/publisher 

Hoopeston’s only locally-owned daily news publication 

P.O. Box 441, Hoopeston, IL. 60942                      www.justthefacts.net 

the Facts© 

 Friday, April 1, 2005 

Phone/Fax: 
(217) 283-9348 

Email: 
publish@justthefacts.net  

Get the Max Back 
Guaranteed. 

Maximum Refund. We get you 
everything you deserve or it’s FREE. 

It’s estimated Americans overpaid their taxes by a 
billion dollars. Don’t be one of them. H&R Block will 
get you the maximum refund you’re entitled to, or 
your tax preparation is free. So every dollar you’ve 
earned is where it belongs. In your pocket. 

Call 1-800-HRBLOCK  or visit 
hrblock.com for an office near you. 

110 EAST MAIN 
HOOPESTON IL    

   (217) 283-5178 
      

   
 
 

If, due to H&R Block’s Error, you are entitled to a larger refund (or smaller tax 

Send a happy spring nest with eggs 
and a birth and silk flowers, a lovely 

gift to bring the outside in 
 and smiles all year. 

All $14.98, $12.98 and under. 

Flowers & Gifts by Molly Culbert 
702 W. Main, Hoopeston  283-5578  Open 7 Days 

Agents 
626 S. 8th Ave. 

Hoopeston 
60942 

(217) 

283-7703 

Incumbent, three challengers vie for Hoopeston mayor’s seat 
 All four candidates seeking the top spot in 
Hoopeston government agree that jobs and economic 
development are among the top issues facing the city.  
Candidates and their platforms include: 
 Russell “Drew” 

Allen, 63, a lifelong Hoopes-
ton resident. 
 Allen attended East 
Lynn High School and Way-
land Baptist College. He is 
retired from Stokely’s and 
served as Ward 3 alderman for 
10 years. 
 Assets Allen will 
bring to the job include city 
government experience, man-
agement and communications 
skills and wastewater management and engineering 
experience. 
 Priorities for Hoopeston include finding busi-
nesses, fixing the flooding problem on the city’s north 
side and improving the downtown. 
 Allen said he has been working with organiz-
ing a planning committee to bring businesses to the city; 
has a workable solution to Front St. flooding; and is 
working with Hoopeston First to make the downtown 
more appealing. 
 Bill DeWitt, 76, a retired Stokely’s farm su-
perintendent and auctioneer. 
 DeWitt said assets he will bring to the position 
include “my determination to work energetically on all 
phases of community development.” 
 Issues facing Hoopeston include limited em-
ployment, storm water drainage and empty homes and 
buildings. 
 DeWitt said he would approach small busi-

nesses - with 25-45 employees - to locate in Hoopeston 
and pursue the possibility of a factory locating here. 
 As for storm drainage, DeWitt said by getting 
financial help from other sources, Hoopeston can re-
place old sewers, clean out others and ease the problem, 
if not totally correct it. An adequate outlet for storm 
water is needed, he said. 
 Bringing employment to the city would help 
solve the abundance of empty buildings, as new families 
move to Hoopeston, thereby helping the school system. 
 “I’m a real people person,” DeWitt said. “I talk 
to everyone and they talk to 
me. If you don’t know what 
people think, you wont be 
able to represent them.” 
 Chalmers Flint, 
66, a 25-year Hoopeston 
resident and retired teacher 
and principal. 
 Flint, a former 
Hoopeston city clerk, was 
elected mayor in 2001. Flint 
had planned to be a one-term 
mayor but decided to seek 
reelection to “finish projects that I thought I would have 
finished the first four years,” he said. “Because there are 
so many parties involved in various projects citywide, it 
takes longer to complete these projects than I had 
planned.” 
 Employment opportunities, new housing and 
more retail businesses are Flint’s top priorities, along 
with finding a motel for Hoopeston. 
 If reelected, Flint said he will keep in touch 
with various government agencies and real estate devel-
opers, as well as attending conferences, to help eco-
nomic development. 
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Business Owner - Just the Facts 
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Has reported on                                  

Hoopeston City Council for 15 years 

Dedicated to bringing Hoopeston together 
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North Fork C onservation 
Club 

 

Fri.  11 a.m.-7 p.m. 
Fish, chicken strips, tenderloin dinners 

 plus 2 sides $5.75 
Membership Special - Save $10! Available at fish 
fry or corner of 4th St. & Thompson - 283-5847 

   Payless Tours, Inc.     
4/4 Tama, Ia.$120, 2nts,$60 Cashback, $9 Food Cr. 

4/11, 8/10 Aztar $85,1 nt.,$10 Cashback, 2 meals 
5/1 Vicksburg, MS.$350, 5 nts.,10 buffets,  
Tours, $15 Cashback, Boat ride, & more 

5/16 Goldstrike $154 3nts.,$20 cashback, 7 buffets 

Call Carolyn Gress about Biloxi / New Orleans,  
Windsor / Niagara, Mackinac Island, Branson,  

& Isle Of Capri trips 217-283-7406 

125 S. Chicago, Rossville    
(217) 748-4114 

Karaoke Contest 

March 19 - April 16      $500 first place 

with Lazer ‘N’ Lights 
9-1 Saturday   No 

cover charge 

50 feet by 16 feet - will be on display during the show. 
While Compton purchased the train for the layout, most 
of the rest of it - including trees, mountains and other 
items - were made by him. 
 In the process of creating his layout, Compton 
met many others who, like him, are interested in model 
trains. “They’re a special breed of people,” he said. 
They’re like people from a small town like Hoopeston. 
 Six dealers are scheduled to attend the show, 
from areas such as Springfield, St. Joe-Ogden, Effing-
ham and the Chicago area. 
 The show will be an opportunity for Hoop-
eston to show off, another reason Compton decided 
to hold the event. “For the little bit of money that it 
costs to put this on, it’s an opportunity to bring peo-
ple to Hoopeston,” he said. “If we’re going to bring 
factories here, we need to bring people here and 
show off what Hoopeston has.” 
 Compton hopes the event will become an 
annual staple. “I see this as turning out to be a great 
show,” he said. “Next year, I don’t see anything 

Vote for 

Bill Crusinberry 
Ward 3 Alderman 
Your vote is appreciated! 

Paid for by Supporters of Bill Crusinberry 

Lawrence B.  

Jahn 
for 

Hoopeston Area  

School Board 
Paid for by Lawrence B. Jahn 

Thank you for your trust. 
Please vote on April 5, 2005 

GRANT TOWNSHIP 
William R. Boose for Supervisor 

Susan Sheppard for Assessor 

Gary Weinard for                            
Highway Commissioner 

Sharon Johnson for Clerk 

Dale Lithgow for Trustee 

Richard Thompson for Trustee 

Dave Ervin for Trustee 

Mike Eckersley for Trustee 
Grant Township Incumbent/Unopposed 

Candidates 

Thank you for your support. 

Second Chance 
 Saloon 

Come Watch the  
Illini game Saturday! 

$1 Orange & Blue Jello Shots 
50¢ drafts 

102 N. Market, Hoopeston 

Model train buffs to hold weekend whistle stop at civic center 
 Train wheels will be turning and smoke curl-
ing at the McFerren Park Civic Center this weekend - at 
least on a small scale. 
 The civic center will be the site of Hoopeston’s 
first model train show, sponsored by the Hoopeston 
Chamber of Commerce and organized by Lenard 
Compton. 
 The show will be held from 10 a.m.-5 p.m. 
Saturday and 10 a.m.-4 p.m. Sunday. Admission is free 
and door prizes will be awarded. 
 The idea for the show came after Compton, a 
model train fan, realized there were no events in the 
local area for collectors. “There are no major train shows 
for 100 miles,” he said, adding that shows are usually 
held in larger venues such as Springfield, Decatur and 
Terre Haute and Lafayette, Ind.  
 The Hoopeston area has several people who 
are into model trains. “They don’t have time to go to 
shows so we’re bringing the show to them,” he said. 
 Compton’s interest in trains began about six 
years ago as an activity to share with his grandchildren. 
It quickly grew from a hobby into a passion. His layout - 

Former resident pleads guilty 
 JACKSONVILLE, Fla.—A former Hoopes-
ton man has pleaded guilty to charges stemming 
from an Aug. 4, 2004, incident in which he took a 
lawyer hostage and threatened to blow up a building. 
 In a plea agreement, John Knight, 36, 
pleaded guilty last week to false imprisonment, ag-
gravated assault, carrying a concealed weapon and 
perpetrating a bomb hoax, according to the Florida 
Times-Union. Under the agreement, Knight will be 
sentenced  June 2 to between 5 and 20 years in 
prison. 
 Knight was angry because of a 1999 domes-
tic violence case where he received a one-day jail 
sentence and fine. He pleaded no contest to a fight-
ing charge. 
 News sources reported in August that 
Knight entered an office building, showed a home-
made badge identifying him as a law enforcement 
officer and threatened an attorney with a gun. 
 The judge involved in the domestic violence 

Spring Ahead 
Daylight Savings 

Time starts  
2 a.m. Sunday. 

Don’t forget to change 
the batteries in your 

smoke detector! 
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Shrimp Creole  
Dinner 

Saturday, April 2  
Serving 4-7 p.m. 

St. Anthony Parish Hall 

Shrimp dinner $8 

Hot dog dinner $5 
includes salad, bread, dessert & drink 

Carry-outs welcome - 
Call ahead 283-6249 & pick up  
for halftime of the Illini game! 

Sponsored by St. Anthony Parish  
Youth Group & Friends for  
mission trip to New Orleans 

Russell “DREW” Allen 

for  

MAYOR 
Experienced-Reliable-Honest 

Masonic Lodge 709 AF&AM 

Eggs, Sausage,  

Toast, Biscuits & Gravy 
Choice of Juice, Milk or Coffee 

5:30-11 a.m. Saturday, April 2 
$4 donation 

Masonic Temple, Rt. 9, Hoopeston 

Vote for 

Brian Andrews 

Ross Township  
Road Commissioner 
on Tuesday, April 5 

Paid for by Brian Andrews 

Illini Party 
Saturday, April 2 

Party starts at 4 p.m. 

Free food - drink specials 

BJ’s Pump 
Bar & Package Liquor Store 

1023 W. Main, Hoopeston (217) 283-5700 

WALLY’S PUB & EATERY 
119 S. Chicago, Rossville  

 (217) 748-6858 

Saturday, April 2 

Kilborn Alley 
Blues Band from Champaign 

9 p.m.-1 a.m.  No Cover 

 Assets he brings to the job include “my belief 
in the residence of Hoopeston and the drive and dedica-
tion to keep things moving forward.” 

See MAYOR on Page 3e 

Mayor continued from 

Page 1 

 Flint has a BS in edu-
cation, an MS in education: 
counseling and Specialist in 
education: superintendency. 
 Lourdine Florek, 48, 
an 18-year Hoopeston resident 
and owner of Just the Facts, a 
job she would continue, if 
elected.  
 Like the others, she 
said jobs and economic development are priorities but 
believes the city needs to look within itself first. “It 
seems quite often one group is doing this and another is 
doing that,” she said. “I would hope to bring these 
groups to the table to hammer out a united front for the 
direction in which Hoopeston should go and grow,” she 
said. To do that, Florek said she would form a planning 
committee comprised of representatives of such groups 
as the Hoopeston Chamber of Commerce, Hoopeston 
Industrial Corporation, school district, hospital and other 
organizations. “It’s hard to get anything done if you 

FLOREK 

don’t have the community behind you,” she said. “I 
would like to see us pull together as a community the 
way we did when we were in the running for a new 
prison.” 
 Florek would also like to participate in the 
Peace Corps Fellows Program to bring someone to 
Hoopeston to assist with economic development and 
grant writing for areas such as replacing infrastructure, 
especially aging sewer and water lines. 
 Strengths she would bring to the office include 
managerial experience, good communication and listen-
ing  skills and her involvement in the community. “A 
large part of what a mayor does - talking to people, at-
tending activities and knowing what is going on in the 

   Briefly 
Tiny Tots 

 “Farms & Farmers” is the theme of this week’s 
Tiny Tots story program at 10:30 a.m. Friday in the 
Hoopeston Public Library children’s room. Children 
may dress as a farmer.  Tiny Tots is held at 6:30 
p.m. Tuesdays and 10:30 a.m. Fridays and is open to 
children ages 1-4 who are accompanied by an adult. 

Sports signups 
● Anyone interested in baseball or T-ball, In-
structional, Minor & Major Leagues can still register 
until April 1. There will be a late fee after that date. Con-
tact Kevin Jett, 283-7703; Kevin Moore, 283-6268; 
John Stewart, 283-9781; or Bob Brown, 283-5475. 
● Hoopeston Girls Sports Association will hold 
signups  from 10 a.m.-1 p.m. Saturday and 12-3 p.m. 
Sunday at the Hoopeston Multi Agency. The league is 

for girls 8-18. Cost is $30 for one daughter and $20 for a 
second daughter. 
 The association will meet at 3 p.m. Sunday at 
the Multi Agency. A secretary, treasurer, one major, 2 
middle and one minor league coaches are needed. Call 
John Fowler, 283-7563 or John Hardcastle, 283-7456 
for information. 

Candidates’ forum to air 
 The Hoopeston Area media class was expected 
to tape Thursday night’s Hoopeston candidates’ forum 
at the Civic Center. The tape is scheduled to air at 7 p.m. 
Friday and again at 7 p.m. Monday. 

Blood drive 
 Hoopeston Community Memorial Hospital 
will hold a Red Cross blood drive from noon-6 p.m. 
Tuesday. For appointments, call Diane at 283-5531, ext. 

Texas Hold ‘Em 
Tournament 

VFW 
428 W. Orange, Hoopeston 

Saturday, April 2  
Sign in noon-1, play at 1:15 

Call (217) 283-5025 for more information 



Hoopeston Area Grade Schools 
MONDAY: Chicken patty/bun, tri-tator, applesauce, cookie. 
TUESDAY: Pepperoni pizza, salad, pears. 
WEDNESDAY Chicken & noodles, mashed potatoes, 

bread, oleo  peaches. 
THURSDAY: Hot dog/bun, fries, animal crackers, pineap-

ple. 
 FRIDAY: Peanut butter & jelly, tator tots, pudding 
cup fruit cocktail. 

Hoopeston Area Middle/High School 
MONDAY: Chicken strips, potato wedges, cheese sauce, 

applesauce. 
TUESDAY: Pepperoni pizza, salad, pears, cookie. 
WEDNESDAY: Salisbury steak, gravy, whipped potatoes, 

corn, hot roll, peaches. 
THURSDAY: Chicken quesadilla, salad, pineapple. 
FRIDAY: Sub sandwich, pasta salad, crackers, fruit cocktail. 

Rossville schools 
MONDAY: Spaghetti, green beans, pears, cheesy breadstick. 
TUESDAY: Corndog, fries, pineapple, apple crisp. 
WEDNESDAY: Pizza squares, salad, banana, cookie. 
THURSDAY: Salisbury steak, mashed potatoes, peas & 

carrots, peaches, bread, butter. 
FRIDAY: Turkey & cheese sandwich, carrots/dip, mixed 

fruit, chips/salsa. 
All meals include milk 

CRIS/SAMS meals 
 MONDAY: Beef & noodles, broccoli, applesauce, 
white bread, blueberry bar. 
 TUESDAY: BBQ chicken patty, scalloped potatoes, 
seasoned green beans, wheat bread, orange. 
 WEDNESDAY: BBQ rib patty, sweet po-

 Mostly cloudy today. High 50. Tonight, partly 
cloudy. Low 31. Tomorrow and Sunday, partly cloudy. 
High tomorrow 52, low 41. Sunday, high 64, low 45. 
 For current weather conditions, call Hoopeston 
Weather Service (217) 283-6221. 

Weather 

tato casserole, peas, raisins, white bread . 
 THURSDAY: Breaded fish, rosemary roasted pota-
toes, Italian vegetables, apple juice, wheat bread. 
 FRIDAY: Swedish meatballs, whipped potatoes, Cali-
fornia blend vegetables, rye bread, iced spice cake. 

Lunch Menus PRICE-LESS FOODS 

Prices good April 2-8, 2005 

317 S. Market , Hoopeston   
  

We Accept Illinois Link Cards & WIC 
We reserve the right to limit quantities & correct printing errors 

10 for $10 sale 

Win What You Spend & More!  
Minimum amount: 

$25 Price Less Gift Certificate 
Put name & phone number on back of receipt & 

drop in box at office. Drawing Saturdays.  
Sorry, no tobacco. Hoopeston Store Only 

Jean Alderson spent $8.42 
won $25 Price-Less Gift Certificate 

Classifieds 
APARTMENTS FOR RENT 

3 BR  duplex, 1.5 bath, living room, dining room, utility room. 
$350 deposit, $350/mo. (217) 283-5093 

2 BR apt. $275/mo. + deposit. (217) 304-2145. Leave message. 

HOUSES FOR RENT 

Hoopeston, 3 Bdrm Brick Ranch with Carport. No Steps!  Re-
frig, Range, Built in Micro, DW, Disposal, Washer, Dryer, Cen-
tral AC.  No Pets! $450/mo with deposit.  Call (217) 283-5107 
or 283-7568 for application. 

2 BR house w/garage. $350 deposit, $350/mo. (217) 283-5093 

RUMMAGE SALES 

617 E. Lincoln, Hoopeston. Estate Sale, Fri. & Sat., April 1,2. 8-
3.  Cash only. Rain or shine! 

851 E. Seminary, Hoopeston. Fri. 9-noon, Sat., 8-noon. Name-
brand adult & children’s clothing, shoes, housewares, strollers, 2 
walkers, toys & misc. 

SERVICES 

Pampered Pet Grooming. Lots of TLC. Call anytime for 
appointment. (217) 339-2340Dog Grooming by Jean. Gentle 
Care. Pickup & delivery available. (217) 283-7426 

VEHICLES FOR SALE 

1994 Nissan Altima. Runs good, good mpg, many new parts. 
$2,000 OBO. 2003 Honda Rencon ATV. Purchased brand new. 
$5,300. (217) 283-4902 

Call (217) 283-9348 to place your ad! 

RUMMAGE SALE 
Corner of Thompson & Rt. 1 

Hoopeston 

Saturday, April 2   8-? 

Twin bed, youth bed, fainting couch, 

green Depression glass, tools,  

lots of goodies! 

Non-fiction: 

 King of the Mild Frontier: an Ill-Advised 
Autobiography by Chris Crutcher (young adult) 
 Franklin and Winston: An Intimate Portrait of 
an Epic Friendship by Jon Meacham 

New Books at the Library  

Gallon Tampico Citrus Punch 2/$1 
Limit 2 w/$10 additional purchase excluding alcohol & tobacco 

Meat Dept.  
USDA Angus Choice  

Chuck Roast...........................……$1.99/lb. 
USDA Angus Choice  

T-Bone Steak..................................$6.99/lb. 

5 & 10 Lb. Meat Sale 
Goldkist Young-N-Tender Leg Quarters 
10 lb.bag................................................39¢/lb. 
USDA Inspected 5 lbs. or more 

Western Style Pork Ribs ..............$1.49/lb. 
5-1 lb. Rolls, Hot or Mild 

Mountaineer Roll Sausage..........$1.29 ea. 

Valu Time Beef Patties 5 lbs..........$4.99 ea. 

K.B. Bologna 5 lb. Roll ....................$4.79 ea. 
5 lbs. or More, USDA Inspected 

Fresh Pork Steaks.........................$1.59/lb. 

Grocery Dept. 
12 Pack, 12 oz. Cans, All Varieties  

7Up, Dr. Pepper, A&W or  
Coca-Cola ..........................................3/$10 
6 Pack, Half Liter Bottles....................3/$8 
64 oz., Shurfine 

Apple Juice or Cider........................10/$10 
Gatorade 32 oz., Assorted Varieties ............10$10 
Prairie Farms Fruit Drink Gallon ......10$10 
6.5-11 oz., Assoted Varieties  

Banquet Dinners........…...............…10$10 
4-8 oz., Assorted Varieties 

Pasta or Rice-A-Roni.......................10/$10 
12.6 oz., Select Varieties 

Joy Liquid Dish Detergent ............10/$10 

Doritos Pre-priced $3.29..........................2/$5 
6 Pack, Half Liter Bottles 

Dannon Spring Water.....................10/$10 

Produce Dept. 
5 lb. Mesh Bag 

Genuine Idaho Potatoes................10/$10 
Dole Iceberg Garden Salad 1 lb. Bag 10/$10 

Red Ripe Tomatoes Extra Large.......10/$10 

Green Giant Mini Carrots 1 lb. Bag  10/$10 

Frozen Dept. 
Half Gallon, Assorted Varieties 

Blue Bunny Ice Cream...................... 2/$6 
16 oz., Select Varieties 

Shur-fine Specialty Vegetables....10/$10 

Dairy Dept. 

Prairie Farms Milke 2%, Gallon….......$2.39 
Prairie Farms Cottage Cheese 24 oz.$1.99 
16 oz., Regular or Light  

Blue Bonnet Quarters......................10/$5 

Deli Dept. 

Eckrich Deli Bologna....................$1.99/lb. 


