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John Haughee will re-
sign April 30. 
 Haughee an-
nounced his resignation 
at Tuesday night’s 
Hoopeston City Council 
meeting. 
 In a letter to 
the council and mayor, 
Haughee said the date 
marks the midpoint of 
his seventh term and his 
26th consecutive year as 
Ward 2 alderman. 
 “I’ve been concerned about this matter for 
some time,” Haughee told the council. After marrying 
and moving to Indiana last year, Haughee said he 
planned to spend four days each week in Hoopeston but 
that some weeks, he has been unable to fulfill that goal. 
 Indicating that Mayor Chalmers Flint had ad-
dressed the issue with him, Haughee said residency re-
quirements are “a hazy area” because he still owns prop-
erty and pays taxes in Hoopeston and still has furniture 
at his home. However, after evaluating the situation, “it 
was time to make that decision,” he said. 
 Praising Haughee for his dedication, Flint said 
he agreed with the decision. “It’s only fair,” he said. “I 
agree because we had some concerns there.” 
 In waiting until the end of April, Haughee said 
the mayor elected April 5 will be able to select his re-
placement. 
 Aldermen were hesitant to accept Haughee’s 
resignation. Rod Kaag made the motion. “I don’t want 
to but I think we have to,” he said. Alderman Kevin 
Davis voted against accepting Haughee’s resignation. 

Alderman to step down April 30 after 26 years on council 
 Davis was also 
the sole dissenting vote 
in accepting the resigna-
tion of city attorney Bill 
Nelson. 
 Nelson, in a 
letter to the council, 
stated his last day will be 
March 1. 
 The board then 
unanimously appointed 
Brian Manion as new 
city attorney. Manion, 
who practices with his 

father, Paul, received his law license Nov. 4, 2004 after 
graduating from Southern Illinois University College of 
Law.. He is a 1997 graduate of Hoopeston Area High 
School and received his bachelor of science degree in 
finance from the University of Illinois in 2001. 
 Manion’s appointment was approved 6-0. 
 In unrelated discussion, the council: 
● learned bids for a new fire department door 
will be opened at noon Friday. y. 
● heard a reminder from Kaag that residents 
should not put trash out more than 24 hours before 
scheduled pick up. 
● heard from Flint about the Willdon Building. 
A person who seemed interested in the building visited 
Hoopeston and was expected to return a few days after 
the initial visit but did not because of a snowstorm, Flint 
said. 
 Alderman Bill Goodwine said he has been in 
contact with a professor from Purdue University who 
holds seminars for those in the call center industry. The 
professor has offered his assistance in finding a tenant 
for the building. “He was optimistic that he could help 

Is your computer on the fritz?  Is it crashing 
regularly, or worse, will it not boot up at 

all?  Don't worry, Computer Works will come 
to your aid.  Call Teresa at  

217-283-9552.  Dedicated to offering the 
most friendly, reliable, and honest 

service and support available 
anywhere to our customers.  

 303B E. Main Street, 

Get the Max Back 
Guaranteed. 

Maximum Refund. We get you 
everything you deserve or it’s FREE. 

It’s estimated Americans overpaid their taxes by a 
billion dollars. Don’t be one of them. H&R Block will 
get you the maximum refund you’re entitled to, or 
your tax preparation is free. So every dollar you’ve 
earned is where it belongs. In your pocket. 

Call 1-800-HRBLOCK  or visit 
hrblock.com for an office near you. 

110 EAST MAIN 
HOOPESTON IL    

   (217) 283-5178 
      

   
 
 

If, due to H&R Block’s Error, you are entitled to a larger refund (or smaller tax 

Lourdine Florek 
owner/publisher 

Hoopeston’s only locally-owned daily news publication 

P.O. Box 441, Hoopeston, IL. 60942                      www.justthefacts.net 

the Facts© 

 Wednesday, February 16, 2005 

Phone/Fax: 
(217) 283-9348 

Email: 
publish@justthefacts.net 

 199
 

      

      

      

      

    

  

 Multiple  
Olympic Hardware 

516 N. Dixie Hwy.  Hoopeston 

(217) 283-5186    

Illinois vs. Penn State 
7 p.m. Wednesday 

$1 beers all day 
Thanks to everyone who made our 

grand opening a success! 

225 E. Main, Hoopeston 

HAUGHEE MANION 



Tacos, chicken tacos, steak quesadillas, 

Nachos Supreme 

every Wednesday 5-8 p.m. 

16 oz. Margarita just $2 

Thursday lunch special:  

pan-fried chicken 

BJ’s Pump 
1023 W. Main, Hoopeston (217) 283-5700 

 GREATER VISION CONCERT 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Hoopeston Area High School 
Saturday, Feb. 26 

Matinee with  

CCD IMPACT TEAM   2 p.m.       
$13 advance, $15 at door 

Evening with  

HARVEST CITY BOYS   7 p.m.       
$16 advance, $18 at door 

Call (217) 283-5492  or email 
rstipp1949@yahoo.com 

All seats reserved 

 

hanging from the shelf, Drollinger said. 
 The group has met for coffee for several 
years, starting at the old Marty K’s, then Mr. L’s. 
From there, they moved to the Family Restaurant, 
Burger King at the former Shell station, Pla-Mor 
Lanes and the Junction Café. 
 The link between most of their watering 
holes is that they’re no longer open, a fact that made 
their appearance at the Hoopeston McDonald’s just a 
little scary for manager Sara Rhodes. “She said ‘get 
out of here,’” Drollinger said, laughing. It was then 
that the group opted to meet at the Masonic home. 
 The idea of using the coffee fund for good 
came from Worshipful Master John Birch, Drollin-
ger said, adding the coffee drinkers vote each month 
on which organization gets the funds. 
 Any organization interested in receiving a 
$100 donation is asked to contact the Masons, either 
by attending  a morning coffee or by sending a letter 
of request to Star Lodge 709, P.O. Box 253, Hoopes-
ton, IL 60942. 
 The Masons have other charities that they 
fund through various means, including national Ma-
sonic projects and local groups such as the hospital, 
nursing home, food cupboard and library. The group 

 Mostly sunny today. High 39. Tonight, partly 
cloudy. Low 19. Tomorrow, partly cloudy. High 35, low 21. 
 For current weather conditions, call  Hoopes-
ton Weather Service, (217) 283-6221. 

American Legion, Rossville 

Ham & Bean  

Dinner 
Wednesday, Feb. 16 

5-8 p.m. 
Also serving cornbread & dessert 

All-You-Can-Eat - $5/person 

Carry-outs available 

NEW! N
EW

! 

Just arrived 
Recliners just $299 

Save over $100! 

Sofas on sale from $449 
Bedding over 40% OFF 

STEBBINS FURNITURE 
226 N. Market•Hoopeston, IL•(217) 283-7525 

Classifieds 
APARTMENTS FOR RENT 

Rossville: 1 bdr. Riverview Apartments. Completely refur-
bished, on-site washers & dryers. 1 bdr. $310/mo., $310 deposit 
Call (217) 840-3672.         

HELP WANTED 

Large grain farmer seeks chemical application specialist. Gen-
eral planting & harvest work. Some mechanical skills preferred. 
Must have good references. Days, (217) 442-4420, cell (217) 
304-3459, nights (217) 286-3459. 

LOST & FOUND 

Found: female orange & gray cat. Found Friday in 400 block of 
East Seminary. Call (217) 918-1972, ask for Debbie 

SERVICES 

Pampered Pet Grooming. Lots of TLC. Call anytime for 
appointment. (217) 339-2340 

Call (217) 283-9348 to place your ad! 

Hoopeston Junior Women’s Club 

Taco Night 
Saturday, Feb. 19 

Hoopeston American Legion 
Serving 4-8 p.m. 
Tacos $1.50 each 
Carry-outs available 

DJ Randy Wallace &  
Keri Goodrich 

8:30-12 
$3 single, $5 couple 

Dance to 

Takeover 
Featuring Joe Thrasher 

Saturday, Feb. 19  8:30-

12:30 
No Cover 

Weather 

Police News 

 Jason W. Irvin, 31, of 518 S. Third Ave., 
turned himself in to police at 11:36 a.m. Monday. 
Irvin, wanted on a Vermilion County warrant for 
failure to appear for status check, was released on 
$1,000 cash bond. 
 Eric R. Bell, 20, of Ambia, Ind., was tick-
eted for operating an uninsured motor vehicle after 
an accident at 11:50 a.m. Monday. 
 Police said Bell was southbound on County 
Road 2400 East and tried to turn when he skidded 
into the ditch. 
 No injuries were reported. 

Morning coffee time benefits local charitable organizations 
 Some local morning people who gather for 
coffee six mornings each week are jumpstarting not 
only their days, but some charitable organizations, 
too. 
 Since November, group of up to 13 people 
have started meeting at the Masonic Lodge on Rt. 9 
for their morning coffee. Members give a freewill 
offering for their coffee and each month, the group 
gives $100 to a charitable group, said Ralph 
“Peewee” Drollinger, one of the java junkies. 
 In December, the Head Start program re-
ceived the donation and in January, the Hoopeston 
Multi Agency was the recipient. 
 “We’re going to try to do this every 
month,” Drollinger said. 
 The group, comprised of seven Masons and 
six non-members, gets together anywhere from 6:30-
9 a.m. Monday through Saturday. “Anybody can 
come in,” Drollinger said. “We haven’t turned any-
body away.” 
 The coffee drinkers have an official shelf, 
made by one of the members, to hold their morning 
mugs. Nearly all the coffee drinkers have a cup 


