Wish Night/Open House
Wed., Dec. 1st, 5-7 p.m.

Refreshments, Door Prizes
Always Free Gift Wrapping.
Come in and make out your
wish list for Christmas.

Ungers Jewelry
314 E. Main St., Hoopeston

FORTEES AND WYMAN
TERRACE

APARTMENTS
IS OFFERING A HOLIDAY
SPECIAL... 1 &2 BEDROOM
UNITS, SOME RENTAL ASSIS- @
TANCE CALL JUD AT 283-
4129 LEAVE NAME & PHONE

NUMBER.
EQUAL HOUSING OPPORTUNITY

=) spedal
Buy

96-Piece
Drill Bit Set
with case

391557
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Olympic Hardware

516 N. Dixie Hwy. Hoopeston
(217) 283-5186 Open Sundays
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R-A voters were misled

On Nov. 2, 2004, Rossville incurred another devastat-
ing blow, the loss of our high school The voters in our
school district agreed with the recommendations made
by the Rossville-Alvin School Board...deactivation. The
voters carefully made their decision based upon all the
facts that were published, along with public meetings
conducted by the school board. This is where the trouble
begins.

This school was placed in jeopardy at the very first
public meeting when board President Dennis Price made
the following introductory statement: “We are in trou-
ble, we’ve made all the cuts that we can and there is
nothing else we can do.” This pretty much sets the stage
for a loss of credibility and an impending sense of doom.

The board then followed by announcing it would need a
$1 per $100 increase in the EAV tax structure to perhaps
buy us two more years. Who in their right mind would
want to throw that kind of money at a doomed school
district? This one-two knockout punch was followed by
a survey mailed to all voters, asking if they wanted to
support a tax increase, deactivate, consolidate or look at
forming a co-op with Bismarck and/or Hoopeston. The
rest is history.

Board President Price was quoted in Just the Facts on
Nov. 2, “We want the voters to have the facts, there are
half truths and misinformation circulating around.” I
would like to respond to some of the “facts” promoted
by the school board.

See LETTER on other side

Health department adds to list of flu immunization clinics

Additional flu immunization clinics are being
planned at the Vermilion County Health Department,
(200 South College Street, Suite A, in Danville) for
those individuals considered to be most at risk from
influenza. Walk-in flu shot clinics are now sched-
uled at the health department from 8 a.m.-4 p.m.
Monday, Dec. 6, Tuesday, Dec. 7, Friday, Dec. 10,
and Monday-Wednesday, Dec. 13-15.

No additional flu clinics are planned for other sites
in Vermilion County. Cost of the flu shot is $18.00.
Immunization will be available on a walk-in basis for
anyone meeting the high risk definition: those who
are 19 years of age and older with documented
chronic illness, or anyone who is 65 years of age or
older.

“We will continue to offer flu immunizations to
high risk Vermilion County residents for as long as
we have vaccine available,” said Administrator Steve

Laker. The health department began offering vac-
cine to those most at risk November 15, with clinics
held in Danville, Westville, and Hoopeston. To date,
the health department has immunized over 2,000 of
those individuals considered to be most at risk from
influenza. “We have sufficient vaccine available to
immunize our high risk population,” Laker said, add-
ing “Today’s extremely busy clinic still leaves us
with 3,500 doses of vaccine available.”

Once the county’s high-risk population is vacci-
nated, the health department will offer the remainder
of the vaccine to other health departments in the state
who are still attempting to vaccinate their high risk
populations.” “However,” Laker said, “we will con-
tinue to offer flu clinics here as long as we have a
need among our high risk population.”

For more information, call the health department at
431-2662, or visit their website at www.vchd.org.

Fresh cemetery decorations
Sprays, blankets, saddles,
pillows and baskets
Please order now so we can fasten them
down before the ground freezes.

Flowers Y Gifts by Molly Cullert

702 W. Main, Hoopeston 283-5578 Open 7 Days

: A little
- South of the Border
. ﬁ flavor!
Tacos, chicken tacos,
steak quesadillas, Nachos Supreme
every Wednesday 5-8 p.m.
16 oz. Margarita just $2
BJ’s Pump
1023 W. Main, Hoopeston (217) 283-5700

Check us out!
We have the right account

for you! 2 2%
Commurnily Bark+

Hoopeston, lllinois

Your hometown bank since 1913
221 Bank St. (217) 283-7733 Rtes. 1&9 283-9723
221 E. Main, Wellington (815) 984-3130

Member FDIC

Shop Computer Works for all your holiday
needs. New and used desktops, used laptops,
digital cameras, driving wheels, printers, CD
holders, all in stock. Also Norton Antivirus 2005 &
Kodak picture paper. We can custom build your
the computer for you.

DL} _E 303B E. Main $treet

Hoopeston (217) 283-9552
S  Mon.-Fri. 10-5, Sat. 10-2




TOSHIBA

Image is Everything’

32” FST Black

Surround Sound

ColorStream Component Inputs
Glow Universal Remote
Favorite Channel Memory

$399.95

32A33

52” Toshiba DLP
High Definition Monitor
TALEN DLP Engine
TheaterFine Screen
Cable Clear DNR
= Full 1280 x 720 HD

Anti-Glare Coating
*Shown with optional stand
52HM84

DVD Home Theater
DVD and VHS playback
Progressive Scan DVD
Dolby Digital and DTS Sound
400 Watts of System Power
Universal Remote Control

SDV55HT

APPLIANCE GENTER

224 E. Main St. Hoopeston, IL

(217) 283-5107
Mon-Thurs. 8:30-5; Fri. 8:30-6; Sat. 8:30-12

Letter continued from other side

Fact #1 - “There are no more cuts that can be made.”
Of course there are cuts that can be made! The board
proposed more cuts shortly before the Nov.2 vote at
their last meeting. When questioned why we have a
grade school principal, Mr. Price responded by saying,
“I guess we could have saved some money there.”

Fact #2 - “The school district will have a $485,000
deficit.” This was a budget based on a “worst case sce-
nario.” If current spending practices continue, it could
happen, but not likely. In fact, one board member on the
finance committee admitted “those deficit figures are not
quite accurate. We expect the deficit to be closer to
$250,000.” The public was never informed that the defi-
cit would likely be less.

Fact #3 - “If the deactivation fails, coupled with no tax
increase, the school will be shut down.” This is the most

outrageous unfounded “fact” that was presented at the
last public meeting. The statement was made by Russ
Leigh, school accountant. Not one board member or
Supt. Sartwell bothered to correct that statement. They
either didn’t know any better or, as I believe, it suited
their purpose not to.

Fact #4 - “We are doing this for the kids’ sake.” Give
me a break. If the lack of some classes to be offered is
your driving force to shut our school down, then why
didn’t we close our school 20 years ago? Smaller
schools never have been able to compete with larger
schools’ curriculum offerings. In spite of this
“handicap,” Rossville-Alvin has a proud tradition of
doing well in State Scholastic competitions. How many
lawyers, doctors, businessmen and good citizens can
you count that have passed through our halls?

\°

Bowling Scores

\°

Hoopeston Women’s Bowling League

11/15/04
1. R&R Body Shop 32 4
2. Gillins Oil 20 16
3. Olympic Hardware 20 16
4. Adda Girls 19 17
5. Pla-Mor Girls 19 17
6. Unger’s Jewelry 18 18
7. Henning’s 17 19
8. Caddy Shack 16 20
9. Weber’s 13 23
10. Family Circus 6 30

High Team Handicap Game: R&R Body Shop 1,075, Hen-
ning’s 1,071, Family Circus 1,068; High Team Handicap Series:
R&R Body Shop 3,120, Henning’s 3,081, Family Circus 3,080,
High Individual Scratch Game: Karen Porth 243, Mona Birch
226, Diana Edwards 215; High Individual Scratch Series: Patti
Lowe 588, Glenda Reed 584, Dollie Boots 562.

Police News

No tickets or injuries were reported in an accident at
12:07 p.m. Monday in the Jerry’s IGA parking lot, 1030
W. Chestnut.

Police said Thomas E. Tull of Hoopeston, in a 1997
Chevrolet, was eastbound in the lot when he tried to turn
right and slid on wet pavement. He struck a 1995 Jeep
driven by Jose Jesus Gonzalez, also of Hoopeston.

Thursday Night City Men’s League

11/18/04
1. Team America 48 29
2. Tax Service Plus 47 30
3. Noble House Construction 46 31
4. U-Need Construction 45 32
5. Lazer 'N Lights 44 33
6. Lawson Products 39 38
7. Hooterville Broadcasting 33 44
8. Ross Electric 31 46
9. Pla-Mor Lanes 31 46
10. ConAgra Foods 21 56

High Team Handicap Game: U-Need Construction
879, Ross Electric 871, Noble House Construction 852;
High Team Handicap Series: Noble House Construction
2,522, Ross Electric 2,487, U-Need Construction 2,474;
High Individual Scratch Game: Steve Bruens Jr. 258,
Kris Hall 255, Dave Hughes 239; High Individual
Scratch Series: Kenny McVicker 660, Dave Hughes 652,
Steve Bruens Jr. 645.

Hall of Shame: Don Gay Jr. 107.

There are several missed opportunities that are just
around the corner, such as Bill 750, an education reform
bill, state money for co-op contracts between schools, and
the TIF district, which is in its early stages in Rossville.
This is a drawing card for residential development that can
bring more students to our school. Unfortunately, we need
a healthy, complete school system to achieve that goal.
After the high school is gone, and when the grade school
is closed, property owners can expect to watch their in-
vestments slowly dwindle away. When our property val-
ues decline, the tax revenue declines. What do you think
the other taxing bodies are going to be forced to do? You
guessed it, raise their rates!

It is a shame our voters were given only information that
was slanted towards deactivation. I truly can’t understand
our board’s eagerness to be at the helm when our ship
went down. It’s certainly a distinction I would not be
proud of.

Gene Roach
Proud graduate of Rossville-Alvin High School

TOM & BECKY
(217) 765-4455

FREE SYSTEMS!

AETWORE
"

[ ]
Sate‘\‘teWatch 60 channels plus
LOCALS on 3 or 4 separate TVs for
only $34.99/mo.! or 1 or 2 TVs/$29.99/mo!
Try the FREE new digital video recorder!

Weather ,

Partly cloudy today and tonight. High 41, low 25. Tomor-
row, partly cloudy. High 40, low 26.

For current weather conditions, call Hoopeston
Weather Service, (217) 283-6221.

Classifieds

APARTMENTS FOR RENT
Hoopeston: 5 room duplex apt. Living room, dining room,
kitchen (refrigerator & stove) downstairs, 2 bedrooms, bath
upstairs. Full basement. Gas heat, central air. 1 car garage. $400
mo. + deposit. (217) 283-7146.
SERVICES

Pampered Pet Grooming. Lots of TLC. Call anytime for
appointment. (217) 339-2340.

Call (217) 283-9348 to place your ad!




