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Health department announces some flu vaccine available

Vermilion County health officials say they now expect
to receive at least a limited amount of influenza vaccine.
“Late last week we received word a limited supply of

Let there be light -

Dana Haley of Haley Electric installs a red flashing
light at the intersection of Market and Penn last week.
The light is the top part of the old streetlights that were
at the corner prior to road construction. Hoopeston
officials decided not to purchase new lights due to the
cost but, Haley said, street and alley superintendent
Dave Knake found the old lights were divided into
three pieces and saved the city money by utilizing the
red parts of the traffic signals.

vaccine will be available for us to distribute to high risk
populations in Vermilion County during December,”
said Public Health Administrator Stephen Laker. “Once
we received word of the limited availability, we began
working to determine how to best utilize it”. The health
department will announce how the vaccine will be dis-
tributed in a few weeks. “Giving flu vaccine in Decem-
ber is later than normal,” Laker said, “but well within
the traditional December through March flu season.”

Vermilion County has been assured 2,750 doses of
influenza vaccine — half the county’s original request for
the coming flu season. Last year’s records show the
health department gave over 5,400 flu vaccinations.
“We also know that about 4,000 of those flu shots —
75% - went to those most at risk according to CDC
guidelines,” Laker said. This year, he anticipates a
greater demand since there is such a limited supply.
“Anytime there is a declared shortage, it increases de-
mand,” he said adding, “but our obligation to Vermilion
County residents is to ensure that we protect those popu-
lations most vulnerable to influenza”.

Laker encouraged healthy adults to forego flu shots
this year, and he is encouraging Vermilion County
health providers to follow the recommended guidelines
for those who should be immunized. “We will have
such a limited supply of vaccine, we want to make sure
it gets to those who most need it,” adding, “We may
even have to prioritize those priorities already set by the
CDC.”

Centers for Disease Control guidelines say those most
at risk are: children age 5 to 23 months; adults age 65
and older; people age 2 to 64 with underlying medical
conditions; women who will be pregnant during flu sea-
son; nursing home and long term care residents; children
6 months to 18 years who are on chronic aspirin therapy;

See VACCINE on other side
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Father to walk for heart health

The 2004 Vermilion County Heart Walk will be
held on Saturday, Oct. 23 at the V.A. Illiana Health Sys-
tem Pavilion. Registration and the Health Fair will begin
at 9 a.m., and the walk will start at 10 a.m.

This year's Heart Walk is dedicated to the mem-
ory of my son, Carter, who passed away in January of this
year. Carter was born with a heart defect called Hypoplas-
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tic Left Heart Syndrome. Before the early 1980's, chil-
dren born with this defect could not survive more than a
few days. Due to the efforts of the American Heart As-
sociation and organizations like it, treatment for this
defect is now possible. Though treatment is possible, it
is perilous and very complex. Continued research is

needed to perfect this and many other treatments for
heart defects.

The American Heart Association is the largest
voluntary health organization working to prevent, treat
and defeat heart disease, stroke and other cardiovascular
diseases. Since 1924, the American Heart Association
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Tiny Tots
“Johnny Appleseed” is the theme of this
week’s Tiny Tots story program at the Hoopeston Public
Library children’s room.
Tiny Tots meets at 6:30 p.m. Tuesdays and
10:30 a.m. Fridays and is for children ages 1-4 who are

Police News

A 44-year-old Hoopeston man reported
Sunday that someone took Halloween decorations
from his yard in the 700 block of East McCracken.

VQQQL-ZZQ continued from other side

accompanied by an adult.

Breast cancer awareness
In honor of October as Breast Cancer
Awareness Month, Hoopeston Regional Hospital is
offering a mammogram special Nov. 1-5 and 8-12,
allowing women to have the test done at a signifi-
cantly reduced rate. To schedule an appointment, call
the radiology department at (217) 283-8252.

Road closed
Route 9 will be closed this week at the Che-
neyville railroad crossing. Thompson Ave. is the detour

has helped protect people of all ages and ethnicities from
the ravages of heart disease and stroke.

The Heart Walk helps fight heart disease and
stroke by raising money to support lifesaving research,
professional and public education, and advocacy so people
across America can live stronger, longer lives. It also
helps people take the first steps toward a heart-healthy
lifestyle by becoming more physically active.

If you would like to make a donation by spon-
soring a walker, like myself, or would like to become a
walker yourself, please contact me at (217) 283-5150.

Thank you,
Jeft Wise

health care workers in direct patient care; out of home
caregivers and household contacts with children less
than 6 months of age.

Flu shots will cost $18, as previously announced by
the health department. “T urge people to use common
sense and not fall prey to exorbitant prices for flu shots,”
Laker said. Illinois Attorney General Lisa Madigan last
week urged consumers to watch for price gouging as has
occurred in other states where flu vaccine is in short
supply.

The health department will not establish a waiting list.
Information on Vermilion County flu clinics will be
posted on their website at www.vchd.org, and an-
nounced through the local media.

Community Health Services Director Lynn Galloway
said, “This will be a difficult year in which our residents
will have to rely on good, old fashioned preventive
medicine.” As the flu season approaches, public health
reminds people to use greater care in washing their
hands frequently and correctly. Galloway urged parents
to take the time to teach their children to correctly wash

their hands often to reduce the spread of germs. In addi-
tion, keep alcohol-based hand cleaner for a back up if
hot water and soap are not available; cover your mouth
when you cough, but not with your bare hand; clean and
disinfect surfaces at home and work; avoid contact with
people who are sick; do not go to work or school if you
are sick; if you do not feel well, please do not visit hos-
pitals or long term care facilities; if you feel sick, call
your doctor. Symptoms of flu include fever, headache,
tiredness (extreme), dry cough, sore throat, nasal con-
gestion, body aches.

The Vermilion County Health Department will have
pneumonia vaccine available by appointment only. Call
(217) 431-2662 for information or for an appointment.

Weather 3

Partly cloudy today and tonight. High 64, low
52. Tomorrow, partly cloudy. High 68, low 51.

For current weather conditions, call Hoopes-
ton Weather Service, (217) 283-6221.

Classifieds

APARTMENTS FOR RENT

Rossville: 1-2 bdrs. Riverview Apartments. Completely refur-
bished, on-site washers & dryers. 1 bdr. $310/mo., $310 deposit;
2 bdr., $360/mo., $360 deposit. Call (217) 840-3672. 253294
Hoopeston. 1-2 bedrooms. Appliances & utilities furnished.
$275/mo. + security deposit. No pets. Available Nov. 1. (217)
304-3477.

1 bedroom apt. $300/mo, $300 deposit. Lease required. (217)
283-7698.

292-303
HOUSES FOR RENT
2 bedroom house close to McFerren Park, newly remodeled. 4
car garage, basement. $400/mo. + deposit. No pets. (217) 304-
3477.
In Hoopeston. Newly remodeled 3 bedroom house with garage.
$400/mo., $400 deposit. (217) 283-5093
HOUSES FOR SALE
3 bedroom house. $22,000. (217) 283-7928
280-293
MISCELLANEOUS FOR SALE
Empire natural gas space heater - 65,000 BTU with heater pad. 5
years old, excellent condition. $400. Comfort Glow natural gas
wall heater -20,000 BTU. $100. In good condition, used very
little. 1 year old. (217) 748-6928.
Hoopeston Library has five excess computers and monitors
for sale. Call Lou Graham 217-283-6711
VEHICLES FOR SALE




