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Incumbent Peggy Johnson seeks second term as coroner

Passion drives Peggy Johnson in her
job as Vermilion County Coroner.

It’s a job she hopes to keep.

Johnson spoke at Monday’s Hoopes-
ton Neighborhood Watch meeting, part
of a series on candidates running in the
Nov. 2 election.

Serving as coroner is “a passion, a
commitment,” she said. “I’'m absolutely{ f’
passionate about what I do and the

families.”
Johnson began working in the coro-

necessary in the job: communication
and curiosity. “I consider our office to
be the third eye,” she said. “We look at
things in a different way.”

This year, the office has handled
nearly 500 cases including, for the first
time, one that required DNA testing.
| That case stemmed from an accident
| Aug. | in rural Hoopeston in which two
" Hispanic men died. DNA testing was
.| necessary to determine the identities of

_ | the victims, she said.

ner’s office in June 1993, after having
spent 11 years with the YWCA Crisis Intervention
program. Then-coroner Lyle Irvin asked her to join
the office. “I didn’t know how I’d be in the coroner’s
office because like a lot of you, I thought ‘whoa,
that’s a dead person,”” she said.

She decided to accept the position and in February
1999 was appointed coroner when Irvin resigned. In
November 2000, she was elected to her first full
term, the first woman to be elected coroner in Ver-
milion County. “I’m pretty proud of that,” she said.

Johnson said she has two skills she believes are

J OHNSON

\ Sale starts Sept. 1
Olympic Hardware
516 N. Dixie Hwy. Hoopeston
(217) 283-5186 Open Sundays

Democratic challenger no-show

The Democratic candidate for Vermilion County
Coroner was missing in action Monday night.

Raymond Skidmore, who is challenging incumbent
Republican Peggy Johnson, failed to appear at the
Neighborhood Watch meeting where both candidates
were to speak.

Hoopeston police Sgt. Jim Dewitt, who hosted the
meeting said Skidmore had not contacted him to can-
cel. He could not be reached for comment Tuesday.

Such cases strain the department’s
$145,000 budget, the second-smallest budget in
county government. Only the auditor’s budget is
smaller, Johnson said.

The budget covers salaries for Johnson, chief dep-
uty coroner Mike Rortvedt and two part time deputy
coroners to help answer calls on nights and week-
ends.

Adding to budgetary strain is the number of autop-
sies that have had to be performed. Illinois law dic-
tates some instances in which bodies must be autop-
sied. For example, all children under the age of two
must have autopsies performed, as do all homicide
victims. Each autopsy costs $1,600, a cost which is
increased about five percent per year, Johnson said.

When estimating the budget, Johnson said she
tends to figure low on autopsies. “I always pray that
there won’t be any homicides or little ones won’t be
taken away,” she said.

Along with investigating deaths and ordering au-
topsies, Johnson also oversees inquests, which are
public hearings at which a coroner’s jury rules
whether deaths are accidental, suicide, of natural
See CORONER on other side

Flowers ¥ Gifts by Molly Cullert

Sale Wednesday-Thursday
Hardy blooming
Hybiscus
reg. $10.98 sale $6
Cash & Carry

702 W. Main, Hoopeston 283-5578 Open 7 Days

Check us out!
We have the right account
5] for you!

Hoopeston, lllinois

Your hometown bank since 1913
221 Bank St. (217) 283-7733 Rtes. 1&9 283-9723
221 E. Main, Wellington (815) 984-3130
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Eco-Drive Watch Special
$15 & $25 Rebates Sept. 1-Nov. 1

Open M-F., 9-5, Sat. 9-4

Ungers Jewelry
314 E. Main St., Hoopeston
We ship UPS!

A little
South of the Border
flavor!

Tacos, chicken tacos, quesadillas
every Wednesday 5-8 p.m.
BJ’s Pump

1023 W. Main, Hoopeston (217) 283-5700




It's our annual
Outdoor Sale,

Rummage Sale &
Flea Market
Fri., Sept. 17 - 7-5

Sat., Sept. 18 - 7:30-3

We have several vendors
adding their merchandise!

Shed Moulding
Windows Steel Doors
Landscape Timbers Faucets

Split Rail Posts Vanities
Tub Kits Paint
Tools Roofing
Damaged goods Hardware
Storm Doors Dishes
Shower doors Toys

Bikes Mis-orders
Books Lattice
Outdoor Furniture  Light Bars

Overhead Garage Doors
Medicine Cabinets

Brown’s cash & Carry

801 E. Thompson Ave., Hoopeston (217) 283-7739

— Briefly
Picnic set

The Hoopeston Historical Society will hold its annual
picnic at noon Saturday at the McFarland Museum.
Please bring a covered dish and table service.

Well-Baby Clinic

The Hoopeston Well-Baby Clinic will be held from 9-
11 a.m. Thursday at the Charlotte Ann Russell Medical
Center, 801 E. Orange. It is a free clinic for children
from birth to school age. Children will be examined by
clinic nurses, weighted, measured and given immuniza-
tions as needed. Nutrition, diet, grown and general
health information will also be discussed.

For an appointment, call (217) 283-5644. Walk-ins are
welcome. Free-will donations are appreciated.

Preschool screening

A free preschool screening for all three, four and five-
year-olds will be held Tuesday, Sept. 21 at the First
Presbyterian Church, 915 E. Orange, Hoopeston. The
screening will determine each child’s knowledge of
general concept, hearing and vision, speech, language
and motor skills.

Parents should bring each child’s Social Security card,
updated shot record and birth certificate.

To schedule an appointment, call (217) 283-6668.

Special speaker
Ashley Drollinger of Hoopeston will speak at the 10
a.m. worship service at First Christian Church, 502 E.
Main. She will talk about her summer mission experiences
in eastern European countries where she taught English
and built Christian relationships. Everyone is invited.

Jr./Sr. bowling
Signup for junior and senior bowling leagues will be
held from noon-4 p.m. Saturday at Pla-Mor Lanes.
Leagues are for youngsters 8-18.
A parents’ meeting for those who would like to help the
league will be held at 4 p.m.

Coroner continued from other side .

causes, homicides or undetermined. “We have very but expects to soon - is a methamphetamine-related The next Neighborhood STEP/Aerobic

few undetermined deaths,” she said. death. “It’s just a matter of time,” she said. “That’s Watch meeting will be at 6 | Starts Mon., Sept. 20
The coroner has one other duty, one that Johnson going to be somebody blowing themselves up or p.m. Monday, Oct. 4 when Mondays/Thursdays

has never fulfilled. As the county’s highest-ranking taking someone with them or an overdose.” recorder candidates Bar- 5-6 p.m.

law enforcement official, she is the only one who Johnson faces Democratic challenger Raymond bara Young and Don Crist | 403 E. Main, Hoopeston

may arrest the sheriff. Skidmore in the election. will speak. The meeting etty Shaffer
One thing Johnson has not yet had to investigate - will be held at Country | =i 83-5715
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North Fork

to everyone who helped make our
stand at the National Sweetcorn
Festival a success, from setting up to
serving and cleaning up. A very
special thank you to Pamida!

Tagged Fish winners:

Matt Hofer Flowers & Gifts by Molly
Ron Goodrum Express Lube
Tom Law Price-Less

Olympic’s fish is still waiting to be caught!

Police News

A 62-year-old man reported Monday
that someone took several items, including money,
from a home in the 700 block of East Wyman.

Obituaries

CATRON - Mona Mae Catron, 79, of Jamestown,
Tenn., formerly of Hoopeston died Saturday, Sept.
11, 2004 at Pickett County Care and Rehabilitation,
Byrdstown, Tenn. Graveside services will be at 2
p.m. Thursday at Floral Hill Cemetery. Visitation
will be 1:30-2 p.m. Thursday at the cemetery chapel.
Hamilton-Orr Funeral Home was in charge of ar-

rangements.
Weather i

Partly sunny today. High 85. Tonight, chance of thun-
derstorms. Low 63. Tomorrow, chance of thunder-
storms. High 78, low 56.

For current weather conditions, call Hoopeston
Weather Service, (217) 283-6221.

Classifieds

APARTMENTS FOR RENT

In Hoopeston: 5 room duplex apt. Living room, dining room,
kitchen w/refrigerator & stove downstairs, 2 bedrooms, bath
upstairs. Full basement. Gas heat, central air, 1 car garage. $400/
mo. plus deposit. (217) 283-7146
Rossville: 1-2 bdrs. Riverview Apartments. Completely refur-
bished, on-site washers & dryers. 1 bdr. $310/mo., $310 deposit;
2 bdr., $360/mo., $360 deposit. Call (217) 840-3672.  253-294

AUCTIONS
Absolute Real Estate Auction. Aunt Jody’s Christmas Bank,
building & contents. Building goes to highest bidder. Oct. 2,
2004, 10 a.m., 101 N. Chicago St. Rossville.
www.jonwitvoetauctioneer.com

HOUSES FOR RENT

Cute 2 bedroom house in Hoopeston. Garage, basement. $400/
mo. + deposit. No pets. (217) 304-3477.

SERVICES
Pampered Pet Grooming. Lots of TLC. Call anytime for
appointment. (217) 339-2340.

Call (217) 283-9348 to place your ad!




