: Coupon Sales Book
expires Sunday.
Don’t have one?
We have them in the store.
Olympic Hardware

516 N. Dixie Hwy. Hoopeston Toit
(217) 283-5186 Best
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Hoopeston

Rock Service
Rock: %" 1%. Plus landscape rock, pea
gravel, pool sand, road pack.
Delivery/spreading available. Hours by appointment.
Rich Stipp, owner

(217) 283-5492 (217) 304 4189 Direct Connect:
106*21253. Email rstipp1949@yahoo.com

MANPOWER

Will Be Accepting Applications
for the Following Positions:

oCNC OperatorseMachine Operators
eFork Lift Operators eWelders
eGrinders eWarehouse Pickers
eCustomer Service Representative

eStenographer
LOCATION: Multi Agency Service Center

206 S. First Ave.

Hoopeston, IL

DATE: THURSDAY,
Aug. 26, 2004

TIME: 10 a.m. to
noon

BRING: Work History

and Reference

Rossville-Alvin sends high school deactivation to voters

ROSSVILLE—In a 6-1 vote, the Rossville-
Alvin School Board opted to put the question of deacti-
vating its high school to the voters.

The board met Monday night in the grade
school gym, hosting the boards of Bismarck-Henning
and Hoopeston Area to iron out details on tuition rates,
student choices of schools and possible cooperative pro-
grams among the districts.

Craig Potter cast the only no vote which, if
approved Nov. 2 will close the high school allowing
Rossville-Alvin High School students to choose be-
tween attending Hoopeston Area or Bismarck-Henning
high schools.

The plan nearly came undone over disagree-
ment on whether students should be able to choose more
than one school during their high school career.

Rossville-Alvin Superintendent Carl Sartwell
said the district will not draw geographic lines, forcing
students to attend one school or the other. Rossville will
bus students in to the grade school and then run shuttle
buses to each of the other districts, so that a student who
lives close to the Bismarck-Henning line could attend
Hoopeston Area if he so chose.

Some Rossville-Alvin board members, like
Ray Rice, favored allowing students to choose a school,
then change their minds one time for any reason. Rice
said deactivation is about choices and students should be
allowed “one chance to switch whether it’s because of a
change of programs or somebody looking cross-eyed at
them..”

Randy Hird, Bismarck-Henning superinten-
dent, responded with “I don’t think we’re very suppor-
tive of that.”

Hird and HA Superintendent Mark Conolly
explained that once students choose which schools they
will attend, those districts will accept an equal percent-

age of Rossville-Alvin High School’s teachers. If stu-
dents later change their minds, the schools must still
keep the staff. “Teachers follow students,” Hird said.
“You can’t change that.”

Conolly said that while all districts want equity
for incoming Rossville-Alvin students, allowing them to
make a second choice gives them more equity than cur-
rent students in any of the districts have. “Our students
are not given that option, either,” he said.

Chuck Mockbee of the Bismarck-Henning
board, agreed. “Your students don’t have a choice now,”
he said. “They’re not losing anything.”

Jim Ribbe, another B-H board member, said
both the Bismarck-Henning and Hoopeston Area dis-
tricts plan to hold open houses for Rossville-Alvin stu-
dents and parents to familiarize themselves with the
districts. R-A students are also expected to shadow stu-
dents in each district to get a better feel for classes and
extracurricular programs. After those, “I think I could
make that choice and be confident in my choice,” he
said.

Mockbee said a tentative parents night has
been set for 7 p.m. Oct. 5 at Bismarck-Henning. Ross-
ville-Alvin students will be at the school for an assembly
that day.

Other options suggested by Rossville-Alvin
included creating an appellate board to decide on re-
quests to change schools and one to allow students of all
three districts to attend whatever school they choose.

Asked by Rice if choice was a deal breaker,
neither Hoopeston Area nor Bismarck-Henning board
members answered.

Later in the meeting, after R-A board member
Dale Lithgow hesitated on the resolutions, saying he
preferred that an intergovernmental agreement be in
place before the board voted, R-A board president Den-

We are ahead of

the Season!
Come see the terrific decorations
for the fall!

Flowers ¥ Gifts by Molly Cullert

702 W. Main, Hoopeston 283-5578 Open 7 Days
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Rod’s Home & Auto/

DTN Speednet

Sweeltcorn Festival Special
Initiation Fee (reg. $199) $59.99
Hoopeston or Rossville

1st 3 mos. - $19.99/mo.
See store for details! Good 8/23/04-9/3-04

300 W. Main, Hoopeston
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nis Price brought the issue of choice to a vote. Those

-voting to-allow students-to-choose-only once-were Roger
o Roget

See DEACTIVATION on other side
Deac tivation continued from other side

Satterwhite, Davan, Price and Eric Roberts. Dissenters
were Craig Potter, Rice and Lithgow.

The first draft of the intergovernmental agree-
ment will be ready for all the boards’ September meet-
ings, starting with Bismarck-Henning on Sept. 13.

The boards agreed on a blended tuition for-
mula based on splitting the difference between the tui-
tion rates of Hoopeston Area and Rossville-Alvin.

Sartwell said Bismarck-Henning’s projected
rate for this year $6,145.25 and Hoopeston Area’s pro-
jection is $5,998.63, resulting in a tuition rate of
$6,071.94.

However, Hird pointed out, that rate would be
good for the existing school year. Since deactivation
would not begin until next year, the districts would have
to pay a rate based on the fiscal year ending June 30,
2005.

The boards also agreed on timing for student
choices, choosing Dec. 15, 2004 as the deadline. The
date will allow Hoopeston Area and Bismarck-Henning
to make staffing decisions and notify teachers of an nec-
essary reductions in force by March.

Conolly and Hird said timing is critical the first
year because of the teacher issue and that in subsequent
years, student choices need not be made until after
Christmas vacation.

Sartwell said that of the district’s 14 high
school teachers, he expects only four to choose which
district to go to. The others will retire, not be tenured or
are not full time high school teachers, he said.

\_/\_/_\/\/\/\/

Rossville American Legion
All-You-Can-Eat

Spaghetti Supper
5-8 p.m. every Wednesday

$5 adults, $3.50 kids under 12
104 Thompson Ave.
\/\/_\/\/\/\/

Rossville-Alvin will probably keep all support
staff, including bus drivers, cooks and custodians, he
said.

All three districts expressed interest in coop-
erative classes that might be offered at Rossville’s high
school, including agriculture and home ec which RA
currently co-ops at Rossville with Hoopeston students.
However, Hird said Bismarck-Henning “doesn’t want to
be guilty of biting off more than we can chew” and did
not want to make other decisions dependent on co-op
classes.

The ag program was specifically discussed
because of the existing co-op between Hoopeston
and Rossville and because Bismarck does not offer
ag classes.

Mockbee said Bismarck does not have room
to offer ag classes and so might use Rossville’s high
school.

Conolly said Hoopeston Area supports con-

Police News

Layton Seggebruch of LS Diesel, 220 N.
Tenth Ave., reported Tuesday that someone threw a
brick through a windshield of the cab of a Chevrolet
truck.

The damage occurred sometime in the last

Classifieds

ANNOUNCEMENTS
Need rooms for visitors or relatives? Rooms available by the
night or week. Professionally maintained rooms with Queen
beds, fold-out couches, phone, cable and full kitchens with mi-
crowaves and coffeemakers. Newly added room with laundry!
Call (217) 283-7996 for reservations.
APARTMENTS FOR RENT

1 bedroom apt. Some appliances furnished. $325/mo., includes
utilities. Deposit, references, no pets. (217) 304-3477 after 5 p.m.
1 bdr., $400/mo., 2 bdr., $425/mo., includes garbage, water.
New carpet, refrigerator, on-site laundry. Appointments- (217)
304-7341.

219-232
624 S. Eighth Ave., Hoopeston. 2 bed, 1 bath and full basement
great for storage or play area. Includes refrigerator & stove.
$475/mo., $475 deposit.
HELP WANTED
Hoopeston Migrant Head Start is now accepting applications for
a bus driver. Applicants must have valid Illinois driver’s license
with CDL & school driver permit. This position is for approxi-
mately 4-6 weeks. Starting salary is $11.49 per hour. Please fax
resume to (815) 984-4500 or call (815) 984-3706 with questions.
EOE.
Hoopeston Coin Laundry is seeking art time serviceman to work
on laundry equipment. Must be mechanically inclined. Flexible
hours. Contact Tina at (217) 283-5960 or (217) 697-9974.
HOUSES FOR RENT

Obituaries

Hoopeston: 2 bedroom. Available Sept. 1. New carpet. $375+se-
curity, references. No pets. (217) 304-3477

LONG - Clara B. Long, 96, of Champaign,
formerly of Hoopeston died at 11:16 a.m. Monday,
Aug. 23, 2004 at Carecentre in Champaign. Grave-
side services will be held at 1 p.m. Thursday at Flo-
ral Hill Cemetery. There will be no visitation. Hamil-
ton-Orr Funeral Home was in charge of arrange-
ments. Memorials are suggested to United Methodist
Church, 403 E. Main St., Hoopeston, IL 60942.

Weather éé

=

Chance of thunderstorms today and tonight.
High 32, low 69. Tomorrow, partly cloudy. High 87,
low 69.

For current weather conditions, call Hoop-

426 W. Maple, Hoopeston. 2 bed, 1 bath and garage. Refrigera-
tor & stove furnished. $400 per mo., $400 deposit. (217) 283-
7996.

MISCELLANEOUS FOR SALE

Electric Maytag dryer, $75; 2 microwaves (working) $15 ea.
(217) 283-5230.
15 cu. Ft. freezer. $50 (217) 417-1485

PROPERTY FOR SALE
604 E. McCracken, Hoopeston. Corner lots. Block 26, Lot 13
80ft. Lot 14 West 1/2 40ft. City Sewer and water already there. 2
1/2 car garage. Asking 5,000 Call (217) 283 4427 or 283 4956.

SERVICES

Pampered Pet Grooming. Lots of TLC. Call anytime for
appointment. (217) 339-2340.

VEHICLES FOR SALE




