
 A hoped-for motel in Hoopeston isn’t going 
to materialize - at least not yet. 
 Mayor Chalmers Flint said Tuesday that he 
received a fax from the developer who had initially 
expressed interest in building a motel in the city say-
ing that he will not be opening a motel here. 
 “The city of Hoopeston loses again,” Flint 
said. 
 Terre Haute, Ind., will most likely get the 
motel, Flint said, adding the developer’s son, who 
has an MBA in motel management and is a partner in 
his father’s company, wants to put the motel in a 
larger area. 
 Flint said he plans to call the developer 
back one more time to ask that he crunch the num-
bers again, raising the price from the planned $50 per 
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night to $60. The $10 increase would net about a 
$40,000 profit for the developer. 
 Flint also said that had the city’s developer 
for the corner of Rtes. 1 and 9 acted last year, Hoop-
eston might be well on its way to having a motel.  
 Despite the setback, Flint said he will con-
tinue trying to find a motel developer. “I’ll keep 
looking,” he said, “but I don’t know where to look.” 
He has talked to officials in Watseka, the corner de-
veloper and Tax Increment Financing developer Tom 
Lowe to see if they can be of help. 
 “I’m not discouraged but it’s definitely sad 
for the city of Hoopeston because we really need a 
motel,” he said. 
 Flint had worked with the motel developer 
for approximately two years. Getting a motel in the 

Hoopeston  
Rock Service 

Rock: ¾” 1¼. Plus landscape rock, pea 
gravel, pool sand, road pack. 

Delivery/spreading available. Hours by appointment. 

Rich Stipp, owner 
(217) 283-5492  (217) 304 4189 Direct Connect: 

106*21253. Email rstipp1949@yahoo.com 

Hoped-for motel proposal nixed, mayor to keep searching 

        The 
Bakery Company 

   Construction 
Special 

       
2 ½ orders Biscuits & Gravy $2.50 

       2 full orders 
Biscuits & Gravy $4 

Lithgow Automotive, Inc. 

Thurs., Aug. 12-Sat., Aug. 14 

It’s time for the annual 

Tomato Contest 

Bring tomatoes in Friday to be 

judged. Displayed all day Saturday. 

Flowers & Gifts by Molly Culbert 
702 W. Main, Hoopeston  283-5578  Open 7 Days 

Candidates say meth is one of biggest problems in county 
 Candidates for 
Vermil ion County 
State’s Attorney agree 
there are some serious 
problems facing the 
county and that one of 
the biggest is metham-
phetamine. 
 R e p u b l i c a n 
incumbent Frank Young 
and Democrat challenger 
William Donahue were 
the featured speakers at 
Monday’s Hoopeston 
Neighborhood Watch meeting. 
 Young spoke of how the county has changed 
in the last several year. “We’re dealing with a different 

type of atmosphere, men-
tality,” he said. An influx 
of people from Chicago’s 
housing projects has 
brought “friends, family, 
boyfriends who invade 
on the weekends,” bring 
with them drugs and sur-
vival skills honed in the 
projects. 
 The state’s at-
torney’s office, along 
with other law enforce-

ment agencies, are working together to try to work on 
lowering the number of criminals coming to Vermilion 
County, Young said. He has met with legislative leaders, 
mayors  

YOUNG DONAHUE 



 Chance of showers today. High 71. Tonight, 
partly cloudy. Low 49. Tomorrow, party cloudy. High 
70, low 49. 
 For current weather conditions, call Hoop-

eston Weather Service, (217) 283-6221. 
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and law enforcement representatives to try to cut the num-
ber of vouchers for people coming from the Chicago pro-
jects and are trying to determine if the number of Vermil-
ion County public housing units can be decreased. Also, 
he said, the Illinois State Police and U.S. Marshals Office 
do sweeps of public housing to look for drugs and illegal 
weapons. “What we really want to do is discourage people 
from coming down who shouldn’t be here,”  Young said. 
 Drugs, especially meth, and violence are but two 

prison time. 
 Donahue said he knows firsthand the effect 
drug dealers can have on neighborhoods, having had a 
dealer live in his neighborhood. Working together, the 
neighbors and law enforcement officers were able to 
arrest the dealer and make the neighborhood safe again. 
“I identify with people in neighborhoods,” Donahue 
said. 
 Donahue cited statistics showing the number 
of meth cases increasing. In 2001, three meth cases were 
filed in Vermilion County. In 2002, the number jumped 
to 22, followed by 27 last year and 39 so far this year. 
“It’s a mushrooming problem,” said Donahue, adding 
that the drug is also a safety and economic issue that can 
harm children and destroy neighborhoods. “It’s a seri-
ous, serious problem,” he said. “We need to take a closer 
look at the law and not reduce the charges.” 
 By law, possession of 900 grams of meth is 
punishable by 15 years in prison, Donahue said. “That 
sounds harsh until you realize what (meth) is doing to 

 Ronald F. King, 62, of Hoopeston was ticked 
for operating an uninsured motor vehicle at 1:53 p.m. 
Monday. 
 Police said King, in a 1994 Ford, backed from 
a driveway at 726 S. Third St. and hit a parked 1998 
semi owned by Heniff Transportation of Alsip. 
 Amanda L. Blakey, 20, of 711-D S. First 
Ave., was arrested at 9:14 p.m. Monday in the 700 block 
of South First Ave. She was charged with disorderly 
conduct on complaints that she had loud parties in her 
apartment Sunday and Monday nights. 
 Blakey was released on notices to appear. 
 A 38-year-old Hoopesotn woman reported 
Tuesday that someone slashed the rubber pool in her 
yard in the 600 block of East Young. 
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problems facing the state’s attorney’s office. An increas-
ing number of cases, including seven pending murder 
trials, stress the department’s budget. Another felony 
prosecutor is needed but “realistically, we’re not going 
to get more money from the county,” said Young, who 
handles 230-240 felony cases annually. 
 In dealing with drug offenders, Young said 
treatment is one option used to keep people out of 
prison. First offenders are normally given probation. 
Repeat offenders are often sentenced to periodic impris-
onment, getting  of jail to attend treatment. This way, 
offenders are kept in the area, near family and other 
support people. “Unfortunately, you can’t send them all 
to prison, Young said. “There isn’t enough room.” 
 According to Donahue, there is more room in 
state prisons than is commonly thought. “The Depart-
ment of Corrections is not overcrowded right now,” he 
said, adding that if he is elected, he will plea bargain 
fewer drug cases and send more people to prison. 
 Donahue, who has been a prosecutor for 21 
years and is currently an Assistant State’s Attorney in 
Iroquois County, has worked under every Vermilion 
County State’s Attorney’s from Craig DeArmond to 
Young and said there are “institutional problems” in the 
office. One, he said, is plea bargaining too many cases, 
which sometimes “puts judges in a box” where they 
grant probation when the original offense would require 

our community. It’s killing us. Methamphetamine is so 
serious, I think we need to take a tougher approach. 
 If elected, Donahue said he would like to do two 
things: form a felony review committee between law en-
forcement and his office and improve community involve-
ment. 
 The felony review committee would allow the 
office to be kept up-to-date on problems in communities 
and could help both sides focus on those problems, he 
said. And improving community involvement might help 
develop creative solutions for legal problems. “We can 
make a change without spending a lot of money.” 
 The next Neighborhood Watch meeting will be 

 CADE - Funeral services for Lois Orene Cade, 
90, of Hoopeston will be at 1 p.m. Saturday at First 
Christian Church, Hoopeston. Burial will be in Flroal 
Hill Cemetery. Visitation will be 6-8 p.m. Friday at 
Brown-Alkire Funeral Home. Memorials are suggested 
to Hoopeston Community Nursing Home, 701 E. Or-
ange St., Hoopeston IL 60942. Mrs. Cade died at 6:09 
p.m. Saturday at the nursing home. 
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