Tacos

Ranch burgers

Wednesdays
Mondays

5-8 p.m. ﬂ

p.m

LORRAINE THEATLLE
screen 1: “The Passion of

the Christ” &
4 &7 p.m. nightly, 1 p.m. Sat./Sun.

eTickets/reserved seats: www.BoardmansLorraineTheatre.com

Screen 2: ‘Hidalgo” (PG-13)
Starring Viggo Mortensen and Omar Sharif!
7:30 p.m. nightly, 10 p.m. Fri./Sat., 2 & 4:30 p.m. Sat./Sun.

Rossville American Legion
All-You-Can-Eat

Spaghetti Supper
5-8 p.m. every Wednesday

$5 adults, $3.50 kids under 12
104 Thompson Ave.
\/\/_\/v\/\/

Buy your Italian Charms today!
1000s designs in Global Fashions
Just $2.50 each, 1,000 new Charms this week!
Charms gone to Gordyville this weekend, then
in Brianna’s Baby Shop next week!
Check out our new
charm watches & charm key chains!

Lourdine Florek
owner/publisher

Just 4p e Facts®

Phone/Fax:

(217) 283-9348

Email:
publish@justthefacts.net
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Government money unavailable to help Rossville rebuild

ROSSVILLE—Hopes that free money
might be available to rebuild business destroyed in a
Feb. 27 fire went up in smoke Tuesday as those af-
fected by the fire heard from representatives of state
financial and emergency agencies.

Nearly 30 people were at the village office
to hear that while low-interest loans may be avail-
able, neither the state nor federal government will
give money to help those who lost their businesses
and homes in the 100 block of South Chicago St.

“The state is not going to come in - and is in
no position - to come in and give you a blank check,”
said State Rep. Bill Black.

Although Black no longer represents this
area, he attended Monday’s meeting, along with area
Rep. Shane Cultra, State Sen. Dan Rutherford and a
representative of U.S. Rep. Tim Johnson.

Courts rulings ban governments from giv-
ing money to rebuild private property, said Black,
who represented the area when a fire damaged the
Sheldon business district in 1996. Black and others
helped that village with low-interest loans that were
used to build a community center. “I don’t want to
give you false hopes,” Black said. “It took a long
time in Sheldon and it will take a long time here.”

Loans with interest at less than the market
rate are expected to be available from the Illinois
Treasurer’s Office, coordinated by the Department of
Economic Opportunity and the Illinois Finance Au-
thority. Also, the Small Business Administration
may have low-interest loans, as well.

Just as there is little financial help available,
Rossville may not get much help in cleaning up the
rubble.

Black suggested the village request a waiver
on tipping fees from landfills that accept the rubble.

All local landfills are owned by Allied Waste, head-
quartered in Arizona, he said.

It will be some while before the remains of
the buildings are gone. Debris cannot be removed
until an asbestos assessment is completed. That proc-
ess is expected to begin Wednesday, said Mayor
Terry Prillaman.

Jerry Cearlock of the Illinois Department of
Transportation said IDOT could help with removing
debris

Will business owners rebuild?

ROSSVILLE—Low-interest loans and pro-
ceeds from insurance can provide money for the owners
of businesses destroyed by the Feb. 27 fire to rebuild but
will they?

The answer is, that depends on who they are.

Nancy Dickson, who owned three of the five
buildings destroyed is seriously considering rebuilding.
“I'm going to look into it,” said Dickson, who owned
Heritage House since 1995 and Heritage Hall and Old
Country Store for about a year.

At Tuesday’s meeting between business own-
ers and representatives of financial and emergency agen-
cies, Dickson wanted information not only about low-
interest loans but also about help with architectural de-
sign and whether the Illinois Department of Transporta-
tion has plans to expand Rt. 1.

On the flip side is Naomi Freeman, owner of
Freeman’s Folly. Her answer to rebuilding is “probably
not.”

“I don’t see how I can,” Freeman said after
Tuesday’s meeting. It will take to remove the debris,
then coordinate with others to rebuild and in the mean-
time, Freeman, an antiques dealer, doesn’t have a store.

An old Irish Blessing:

May the road rise up fo meet you. May the wind always
be at your back. May the sunshine warm vpon your
face, the rain fall soft ypon your fields ana,
until we meet again, may God hold you
in the palm of his hand
This and other framed Irish Blessings available at

Flowers ¥ Gifts by Molly Cullert

702 W. Main, Hoopeston 283-5578 Open 7 Days

Check us out!
We have the right account

for you! 2K

Communily Barif+
Hoopeston, lllinois X

. Member FDIC
Your hometown bank since 1913

221 Bank St. (217) 283-7733 Rtes. 1&9 283-9723
221 E. Main, Wellington (815) 984-3130

he Bakery Company

Your Homefown Bakery

Grand Opening Special
2 18" cheese pizzas

$12

Hand-tossed, made from scratch,
all fresh ingredients.

Starts Friday, 4-10 p.m.
Carry-outs only

(217) 283-6117
417 S. Market, Hoopeston




6th ANNUAL FOOD DRIVE

Bring a bag of non-perishable food
items this week (March 8-12) to your
local Curves and join with no service
fee. All groceries will be donated to
local food banks

Curves

The power to amaze yourself.™

(217)

HERE’S AN OFFER
THAT’LL MOVE YOU.

FREE

-Year
service

coverage'

i o of orly 6 manths )

es tor™ mode.

MONEY DOWN
PAYMENTS
INTEREST
'or1 2

months~

On all new and unused Bombardier ATV madels.

As low as

5.9
| | APR
up

to zn%“

Onall new and unused Bombardier ATV modess.

www.bombardier-atv.com
See your local Bombardier* ATV dealer:

Lithgow Automotive, Inc.
1121 S. Dixie Hwy., Hoopeston

Follow No One.

“I don’t

—Sece REBUIEDomrotherside
Rebuild continued from other side
think I can afford to rebuild,” said the 79-year-old.
Freeman lost more than most in the fire, losing
not only her store but her upstairs apartment and a life-
time of collected treasures.
Three local men dug through the remains of

See MONEY on other side

Freeman’s property and were able to find some of her
items. “They wouldn’t mean a thing to anybody else but
they sure do to me,” she said, fighting back tears.
Friends have donated antiques to Freeman, as
has housing.
Although worried about her livelihood, Free-
man’s top priority at the moment is the annual antique

VIoney continued from other side

if directed to by the state Emergency Management
Agency but not until the debris is certified asbestos-
free.

A cleanup fund, with contributions from
local individuals and businesses has been started at
the Bank of Rossville, Prillaman said.

On Tuesday, that fund received a $5,000
donation from a former resident who had heard about
the fire, he said.

While offering little in the way of monetary
assistance, officials all expressed hope that Rossville
will rebuild and be stronger for the experience.

“If any community will bounce back from
this, it will be this one,” Black said. “This was a
shopping experience. There will be bright days ahead

Police News

Obituaries

DAVIS - George Davis, 90, of East Lynn, died
at 1 p.m. Monday, March 8§, 2004 at Hoopeston Com-
munity Nursing Home. Funeral services will be at 11
a.m. Thursday at East Lynn United Methodist Church.
Burial will be in East Lynn Cemetery. Visitation will be
4-8 p.m. Wednesday at Brown-Alkire Funeral Home.
Memorials are suggested to the church or Carle Hospice
Memorial Fund.

SMITHERS - James W. Smithers, 64, of
Ranking, died at 11:45 p.m. Monday, March 8, 2004 at
Covenant Medical Center, Urbana. Arrangements are
incomplete at Hamilton-Orr Funeral Home.

Johnathon J. Darling, 20, of 715 E. Thomp-
son, was arrested at 11:30 p.m. Monday in the 700 block
of West Penn.

Darling, a passenger in a car stopped by police
in the 700 block of East Penn, was wanted on a DuPage
County warrant for failure to appear. He was taken to
the Public Safety Building in Danville in lieu of bond.

show and sale to benefit the Rossville Booster Club. The
sale, at the high school gymnasium, will be held this
weekend. Manager of the event, Freeman has made
Bray’s General Store her headquarters, at least for the time
being. “They let me have the round table there,” she said.

Larkin’s Barber Shop
will reopen
Wednesday, March 10 at
Bray’s General Store

104 N. Chicago St., Rossville
748-6888
7:30-5 Tues.-Fri., 8-1 Sat.

Classifieds

HELP WANTED

Hoopeston Coin Laundry is seeking a part time delivery driver.
Must be able to drive 1 ton box-type truck w/lift. Approximately
4 days/week, 7 am. & 11 am., 30 minutes each. Good for re-
tired person. Contact Tina at (217) 283-5960.

=

Weather IS
2

Partly cloudy today. High 48.Tonight, chance of
rain or snow. Low 32. Tomorrow, chance of flurries. High
39, low 20.

For current weather conditions, call Hoopes-
ton Weather Service, (217) 283-6221.

BOMBARDIER ATV —

Hoopeston Shell/Taco Shell
Eat here & get gas!

Small coffee & donut 79¢

Gas bays open 5:30 a.m.-9 p.m. 7 days
Restaurant open 6 a.m.-8 p.m. M-Sat.

Gas $1.60

Come & Sée
The LOW PRICES on

RECLINERS! SALE $299%
You'll save $100 off
MATTRESSS SETS UP TO 40% OFF!

STEBBINS FURNITURE

226 N. MARKETeHOOPESTONe(217) 283-7525

HOUSES WANTED
Wanted: house to buy or rent in country. Call (217) 283-7659.
MISCELLANEOUS FOR SALE

Pride lift chair Model 375. Hunter green, like new. Asking $350.
Call (217) 283-7165.

SERVICES

Pampered Pet Grooming. Lots of TLC. Call anytime for
appointment. (217) 339-2340.

Western Union Money Orders available at Sheridan’s Appliance
Center, 224 East Main, Hoopeston. (217) 283-5107.

Dog grooming by Jean. Gentle care. Pickup & delivery avail-
able. Also boarding. Gem-Mar Kennels. (217) 283-7426.

VEHICLES FOR SALE
1989 Chevy Celebrity. $500. (217) 748-6937

Call (217) 283-9348 to place your ad!




