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County clerk unveils new votlngsystem at Watch meetlng

Abraham Lincoln was elected
governor of Illinois Monday night. =

Lincoln beat out Raquel Welch e Al
and Jane Addams in a mock election at
the Hoopeston Neighborhood Watch
meeting. The election was used to dem-
onstrate the new voting system to be
used March 16.

The punch card system for-
merly used in Vermilion County has
been replaced with an optical scan sys-
tem that will make its debut in the pri-
mary, said County Clerk Lynn Foster.

Punch cards were questioned
after the 2000 presidential election
when chads - those little pieces of paper
punched with a stylus - created a stir.

After that election, Congress
decided to buy out punch card and lever
voting systems, Foster said.

Illinois does not allow computer voting
because it does not leave a paper trail, so many
county clerks chose optical scanning systems for the
coming election.

Vermilion County Clerk Lynn Foster demonstrates the new voting sys-
tem to Marty Leigh and Ty Lee Monday at the Hoopeston Neighbor-
hood Watch meeting.

“I call it high tech, low tech,” Foster said of
the system. Voters will still use paper ballots that
will list the candidates’ names. Next to each name is
an

“‘ends & Famﬂy P,ate
This plate shall have no owner
For its journey never ends
It travels in the circle of
our family and friends

Flowers ¥ Gifts by Molly Cullert

702 W. Main, Hoopeston 283-5578 Open 7 Days

Now carrying
Resume Paper & Envelopes!
Norton Antivirus 2004

in stock!
303B E. Main $treet
Hoopeston (217) 283-9552

KS

Wallys Pub‘ &’ Eatery Rosswlleﬁ48 6858

FRIDAY FEB 27 MARDI GRAS PARTY
JAM BAND FROM PARIS IL
9PM-1AM
Dinner Specials: Spm-8:30pm
Sweet Bourbon Steaks, Cajun Grilled
Shrimp, Jambalaya, & much more.

BEADS, BEADS, & MORE BEADS

Rod’s Home & Auto

Just Arrived
Huge selection of 2004
Poulan Pro mowers

11 different style riders in stock!
See us for your Spring Service!
300 E. Main, Hoopeston (217) 283-5931

LORRAINE|

THEATRE
324 E. Main
Hoopeston, IL
Screen 1:
“The Passion
of the Christ” ¢
4 & 7 p.m. daily
10 p.m. Fri./Sat.

1 p.m. Sat./Sun

Screen 2:

“Welcome to Mooseport” rc13
Starring Gene Hackman and Ray Romano

7:30 p.m. nightly, 3:30 p.m. Sun.
eTickets/reserved seats:
www.BoardmansLorraineTheatre.com




Taco Shell

r
|
I
|
I
: Bring in this coupon for
I 50¢ off
I
|
|
|
|
[

a full order of our
delicious

Medical Italian Charms

Global Fashions carries a huge selection of
$2.50 Charms: RN, LPN, CAN, Vet Tech, Dental, Pink
Ribbon (breast cancer), Lavender Ribbon (cancer)
Dark Purple (prostate cancer) Laser Charm, Cancer
Survivor, Diabetic, Medical Alert Symbol, EMT Laser
Charm, I'm a Survivor
More than 5,000 Charms in inventory!

Thursday

= fis $1 beer
y H T\ night at
— V.F.W.

Corner of Fourth Ave. & Orange, Hoopeston

Police News

A 21-year-old man reported Tuesday that
his car was damaged while at Parkview Court.
Rebekah L. Booher, 17, of Rossville, was

See VOTING on other side

ticketed for improper lane usage at 7:34 p.m. Tues-
day.
Police said Booher, in a 2001 Dodge Da-

VOIling continued from other side

oval that the voter must color in. The infrared optical
scanner then reads the ballots, along with tallying the
total number of votes cast and, at the end of election
night, totals by precinct the total number of votes
each candidate received.

Felt tipped pens will be provided at polling
places to fill in the ovals but black or blue ink pens
will also be read by the scanner, Foster said. The
only color ink that the machine will not read is read.

Foster urged voters to carefully color the
ovals since memory cards inside the scanners are
programmed to read only the parts of the ballots
where the ovals are. The scanner will kick out ballots
on which the voter has chosen too many candidates
or that have no ovals filled, Foster said.

Election judges will be on hand to help vot-
ers with the new system but Foster is suggesting they
stay five feet away from the optical scanners to en-
sure voter privacy. A cover sheet will be available
for ballots for voters who need assistance and to use
when placing ballots in the scanner.

Those who have over-voted - chosen too
many candidates for a particular race - will be given
the option of filling in a new ballot or having the
election judges override the scanner to accept the
original ballot but not count the over-voted category,

she said.

The new system is expected to ease the
workload of election judges and county officials on
election night. Judges will have less paperwork to do
and since each scanner records vote totals, Foster
expects her staff to be able to make quick work of
their final duties on election night.

Because the scanners tally votes, results
from each precinct will be posted at each polling
place at the end of the night.

Each optical scanner costs approximately
$5,600 but Vermilion County received a grant of
more than $200,000 from Help American Vote to

kota, was southbound in the 600 block of Third St.
when she crossed the center line and hit a parked 1987
Chevrolet Corsica owned by Carl L. Staley of Hoopes-
ton.

Booher was treated and released from Hoop-

BJ’s Pump f
Bar & Package Liquor Store
Will serve fish on Fridays
in observance of Lent.
Special Saturday Fish Fry noon-7 p.m.
Maui Club 9 p.m.-1 a.m.

No cover charge.
1023 W. Main, Hoopeston (217) 283-5700

Fire Calls ﬁ

The Hoopeston Fire Department was called at
11:37 p.m. Tuesday to a reported fire alarm and smoke
at a home in the 500 block of East Penn. No injuries
were reported.
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Weather Or

29th Annual Rotary

Pancake & Sausage Day -
Saturday, February 28, 2004
6 a.m.-2 p.m.

Hoopeston American Legion
502 E. Penn St.

Adults $4 6 and under FREE

‘[AT'ER ‘& Bar & Gril

225 E. Main, Hoopeston
Enjoy the music of

Afflicted
9 p.m.-12:30 a.m. Saturday

No cover charge

Sunny today. High 45. Tonight, clear. Low 25.
Tomorrow, mostly sunny. High 51, low 27.

For current weather conditions, call Hoopeston
Weather Service (217) 283-6221.

Payless Tours, Inc.
One Day Trips:
Aztar Casino, Evansville, In.
3/9, 5/13, 6/8, 7/16,8/19,11/9

Escorted Motorcoach
$25 per person $8 Cashback
1 Buffet
Bus leaves from Hoopeston

Call Carolyn Gress

/N4"7\ NOND 7ANLE ~ 4 ONN 70N £709N

Hoopes
Shell

Quality Gas at Great Prices!
Today’s Gas (unleaded)

$1.60
20 oz. Coke 99¢

Classifieds

HELP WANTED

Day and evening cooks needed. Apply in person at Tater’s Bar
& Grill, 225 E. Main, Hoopeston.

HOUSES FOR RENT

321 Front St., Hoopeston. No pets. Washer/dryer hookups avail-
able. $350/mo. plus deposit, references. (217) 748-6354.

VEHICLES FOR SALE
1995 Chrysler New Yorker. Asking $3,200. (217) 283-7613.

Call (217) 283-9348 to place your ad!




