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 Tempers flared over a proposed extracurricular policy 
discussed at Thursday’s Hoopeston Area School Board 
meeting. 
 The proposed policy, which eliminates a penalty for 
attending a party where alcohol, drug or tobacco use 
takes place, was to be officially presented at the meeting 
but was not after a discussion between the board and 
resident Hank Shaffer. 
 Shaffer, reading from a prepared statement, apolo-
gized for not attending an Oct. 2 meeting on the policy. 
“I was told by a board member that it wasn’t at the stage 
for public comment,” he said, asking for clarification on 
some points of the policy. Shaffer said the proposal 
might indicate to students that it is acceptable to attend 
parties with drugs and alcohol, that it encourages stu-
dents to run from such parties if police arrive, that it 

promotes students lying to administrators so they don’t 
voluntarily admit to attending such parties and that it 
teaches students to have no respect for school officials 
who would not have the authority to report illegal activ-
ity off of school property. “Is that a good policy, Mr. 
Sheppard,” Shaffer asked board member Duane 
Sheppard. 
 “Yes,” Sheppard replied. “They’re not guilty until 
they’re proven guilty. I don’t believe in punishing inno-
cent children.” 
 Board president Larry Lobb said administrators spent 
a week investigating a gathering of students in late Au-
gust, which was the incentive to change the policy. 
“That was not a good use of their time,” he said, adding 
no policy the board devises will be perfect. 
 Shaffer responded that the policy “worked fine until 
four people decided it didn’t. We’ve got a majority of 
citizens who don’t agree.” 
 Shaffer presented the board with a petition stating that  
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(217) 283-4766 Board president apologizes 
 I wish to apologize for my actions concerning not 

allowing a citizen to finish his presentation at the 

last board meeting. I did nothing illegal by doing 

this, but I feel that I was in error from an ethical 

standpoint. I have no reason for my action except to 

say that I acted out of total frustration. I have per-

sonally apologized to the individual and now I want 

to also apologize to my fellow board members, the 

entire school staff, and the entire community that I 

represent. I ask for your forgiveness and hope this 

will never happen again. 

Sincerely, 

Larry Lobb  

Wherever your travels take you,  
our bank Debit Card is accepted.  

If you’re not carrying a  
Community Bank Debit Card, stop in 

today and request one. 

Hoopeston’s 

Community Bank Member FDIC 

Hoopeston man ‘little scared’ 

by HA school board member 
 Dwight Judy of Hoopeston said he was “a little 
scared” after a verbal altercation with a Hoopeston Area 
school board member. 
 After Thursday’s meeting, Judy was approached by 
board member Duane Sheppard regarding a letter Judy 
had written to a local publication about the proposed 
extracurricular policy. The letter referred to a comment 
Sheppard made at a previous meeting, but did not refer 
to Sheppard by name.  
 Sheppard asked Judy why he was not “man enough” 
to talk to him face-to-face, then told Judy not to 
“question my integrity again or you’ll regret it.” 
Sheppard then left the school. 
 The exchange left Judy shaken. “I hate to think verbal 
and physical threats could happen in a small town like 
this,” he said later. 
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signers believe there is a problem with youth violating 
drug and alcohol use, theft, vandalism, trespassing and 
other forms of illegal activity. It asks that law enforcement 
officials file charges and prosecute for all illegal activities 
to show young people they will be held accountable for 
illegal action and asks the board to cooperate with legal 
authorities and make a policy where attending parties at 
which illegal activities are taking place a punishable of-
fense. The document is signed by 366 people, he said. 
 Lobb called those who criticize the policy the “vocal 

was arrested at 11 p.m. Saturday in the 200 block of East 
Main. He was charged with 
domestic battery on a com-
plaint from a 44-year-old 
Hoopeston man and with 
illegal consumption of alco-
hol by a minor. 
 He was taken to the Public 
Safety Building in Danville. 
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complaint from a 38-year-old Hoopeston man who al-
leged she hit him several times with a closed fist. 
 Carswell was taken to the Public Safety Building in 
Danville. 
 Jeffrey A. Davis, 34, of 622 S. Market, was arrested 
at 5:03 p.m. Saturday in the 600 block of South Market. 
 Davis, wanted on a Vermilion County warrant, was 
taken to the Public Safety Building in Danville. 
 Donald E. Underwood Jr., 18, of 827 E. Seminary, 

 Sunny, breezy today. High 80. Tonight, mostly clear. Low 
53. Tomorrow, mostly sunny. High 63, low 39. 
 For current weather conditions, call  (217) 283-6221. 

eston, in the 200 block of East Main. 
 Police said Linares reported a minor injury but refused 
medical treatment. 
 A 24-year-old Hoopeston man reported Friday that 
someone took a gray and white 10-speed bicycle from 
the 600 block of East McNeil. 
 Dawn R. Carswell, 28, of 901 E. Wyman, was ar-
rested at 9:23 a.m. Friday in the 900 block of E. 
Wyman. She was charged with domestic battery on a 

Weather 

   Briefly 
Multi Agency van schedule 

  This week’s schedule for the Hoopeston Multi Agency 
transportation project is: Monday, Hoopeston/Rossville 
shuttle; Tuesday, Lafayette, Ind. - leave at 8 a.m.; 
Wednesday, Danville; Thursday, Hoopeston shuttle; 
Friday, Danville. For more information or to arrange a 
ride, call the Multi Agency at (217) 283-5544. 
 Community center activities include: Monday, ladies 
bridge, noon; Thursday, men’s coffee 9:30 a.m., men’s 

minority” and said he received seven calls favoring the 
board’s handling of the August incident. Confronted 
with 366 petition-signers, Lobb asked of Shaffer knew 
how many votes Lobb received in the last school board 
election. 
 Board member John Smiley said the board is not con-
doning underage drinking or going to parties, adding 
that he believes in treating students fairly. “When that 

fairness goes out the window, I come down on fairness 
to kids,” he said. 
 Shaffer told the board their “seats got pretty hot and 
you withered under that heat,” at which point he was cut 
off by Lobb, who cited his authority as board president 
to do so.  
 Shaffer and others left the meeting, which ended 
shortly after. 

 Maco Management Co., of Robinson reported Thurs-
day that someone spray-painted or threw four colors of 
paint on the apartment complexes in Fortees Apartments, 
701 S. First Ave. Damage is estimated at more than $300. 
 Ashley M. Linares, 18, of Hoopeston, was ticketed for 
failing to reduce speed to avoid an accident at 5:15 p.m. 
Thursday. 
 Police said Linares, in a 1997 Chrysler, hit a stopped 
1997 Chevrolet driven by Chad D. Watson, also of Hoop-

Police News 

Obituaries 

Classifieds 
_____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

APARTMENTS FOR RENT 
_____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

4-plex. 2 bedrooms, full basement, central air, appliances fur-
nished. Deposit required. No pets. $475/mo. (217) 283-6865. 
_____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

Nice 1 bedroom upstairs apt. No pets. Deposit required. (217) 
283-9507. 
_____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

Beautiful & convenient LAYDEN MANOR first floor apt. 2 
bdrs., 4 log. Closets, LR-DR, full matched kitchen - includes 
fridge, dishwasher, disposal, stove, hood/fan, oven & built-in 
pantry, individual heat/AC, private patio, off-street parking 
space, first floor laundry. Available NOW. Call (217) 283-5837. 
_____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

AUCTIONS 
_____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

Large Auction - Sat., Oct. 25, 10:30 a.m. 529 W. Penn, Hoopes-
ton. Complete household w/furniture & appliances, deck-patio & 
outdoor furniture & miscellaneous, J.D. 318 tractor w/PS/PL/
front hydraulics, 52” deck & other related equipment, snow 
blower, rear tine tiller, lawn blower, lots ladders, collectibles; 
LOTS shop & hand tools, wrenches & equipment. Far too much 
to list. Elbert (Pete) Weston - owner. For more info or sale bill, 
call DeWitt’s, (217) 283-7161. Wolfe Auction Co. (formerly 
DeWitt Auction Co) Glynn Wolfe #040000225, Steve Wolfe 
#040000226 
_____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

FOR RENT 
_____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

Indoor winter storage space available for your RV, boat, camper, 
etc. Call (217) 283-5915 
_____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

SERVICES 
_____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

Pampered Pet Grooming. Lots of TLC. Call anytime for 
appointment. (217) 339-2340. 
_____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

Call (217) 283-9348 to place your ad. 

 REED - Melvin E. “Red” Reed, 62, of Hoopeston 
died at 3:05 a.m. Friday, Oct. 17, 2003 at Provena 
United Samaritans Medical Center, Logan campus, 
Danville. Funeral services will be at 1 p.m. Tuesday at 
Chestnut Street Church of Christ. Burial will be in Floral 
Hill Cemetery. Visitation will be 5-8 p.m. Monday at 
Brown-Alkire Funeral Home and one hour before ser-
vices Tuesday at the church. Memorials are suggested to 
Chestnut Street Cowboy Church, 709 E. Chestnut St., 
Hoopeston. 

euchre, noon; Friday, ladies cards, noon. 

Music Booster winners 
 This week’s winners in the Hoopeston Area Music 
Booster calendar drawing are: Oct. 20, Kurtis and Dawn 
Carswell; Oct. 21, Doris and Dave Herring, Lakeview, 
OH; Oct. 22, Virginia Olson; Oct. 23, Elizabeth Leigh; 
Oct. 24, Bob and Bev Wallace. 

 Drug awareness 
 The Hoopeston VFW will present a special program at 
7 p.m. Monday on methamphetamines. Police Chief 
Mark Drollinger and a representative of Vermilion Met-
ropolitan Enforcement Group (V-MEG) will speak. The 
public is invited to attend. 

Meetings 
● Rossville village board, 7 p.m. Monday, village office. 
● Hoopeston city council, 7 p.m. Tuesday, city hall. 


