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THAT'S ALOT
OF WEIGHT
TO CARRY ON
YOUR SHOULDERS

110 EAST MAIN STREET
HOOPESTON, IL
BY APPT. OR WALK-IN

a burden.

or visit

Trying to do your
own taxes is quite

Fortunately, we do
it for a living to
make sure you get
everything you
have coming. And
to help lighten
your load. Call

1-800-HRBLOCK
hrblock.com

H&R BLOCK
rapid refund

217-283-5178
Mon.-Fri 9:00-6:00
Saturday 9:00-5:00

Ross-Al board seeks resident input on future of school district

ROSSVILLE—Local residents will have a
chance for input into the future of the Rossville-Alvin
school district at a special meeting Thursday.

The Rossville-Alvin School Board will host a
town meeting at 7 p.m. Thursday in the high school gym
to discuss the future of the schools.

“We’re trying to look ahead to the future,”
said board president Dennis Price. “We’re not broke.
We’re not closing our district down.”

While the district is not financially flush, a
decision will have to be made in the next two to four
years - “four being the realistic end of it and two
depending on the scenario,” Price said.

The “scenario” may be caused by state gov-
ernment officials in one of two ways. School offi-
cials throughout the state wonder if the last two state
aid payments of the year will materialize. The sec-
ond scenario is that some type of reorganization will
be mandated by the state as a cost-cutting measure.

A bill now in the state House calls for high
schools with a minimum of 250 students, Price said.
There is some speculation that the number could be
raised to 500 or 750 students, Price said.

To stave off being forced into a situation,
the board has looked at options and will present

those to the public Thursday. Options include:

. leaving the district as it is. However, “if the
people want to stay, it’s going to cost,” Price said.
To maintain the district, voters would have to pass a
property tax referendum to raise more money or the
board would have to approve bonds, increasing the
district’s debt. The current school tax rate is 4.6
cents per $100 assessed valuation, he said.

. a cooperative effort between Rossville-
Alvin and another district. Currently, the district co-
ops some sports programs with Hoopeston Area,
Bismarck-Henning and Armstrong-Potomac and
some classes with Hoopeston Area. The board has
talked with those districts about co-oping all of its
sports.

. reorganization through consolidation, an-
nexation or dissolving the district.

The town meeting is a precursor to a survey
that will be sent to district residents on the fate of the
district. That survey, which was approved at the
March board meeting, is expected to be mailed this
month unless something is added as a result of
Thursday’s meeting, Price said.

Public input is important to the board as
they guide the district into the future. “We don’t

Chestnut Street Church of Christ to celebrate new building

The Chestnut Street Church of Christ/Cowboy
Church will hold a dedication ceremony of its new fel-
lowship hall and education center.

The ceremony will be held at 1 p.m. Sunday at
the church, on the corner of Sixth St. and Chestnut.

Former minister Paul Ziebart will be the guest
speaker. The service will be held in the sanctuary with
refreshments and a tour of the new building to follow.

Board chairman Rex Wilson will be in charge of the
service.

Most of the construction for the project was
done by church members and friends, assisted by local
contractors. The new building meets the need for addi-
tional space due to the large increase in membership
which has grown tenfold in the last three years.

For more information, contact Wilson at (217)

Free tart with purchase of beautiful
Spring Tulips Tart Burner
Wednesday only

Limit 1 per customer
New shipment of Yankee Candles

Flowers & Gifte by Motlyy Cullert

702 W. Main, Hoopeston 283-5578 Open 7 Days

Looking for a bank that’s
customer friendly and on the go?
That’s us!

e
Communily Barif+

Hoopeston, lllinois X
Member FDIC
Your hometown bank since 1913

221 Bank St. (217) 283-7733 Rtes. 1&9 283-9723
221 E. Main, Wellington (815) 984-3130
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Dining
Country Club

Almosphere
Surf & Turf Special Friday
Dine for $14 on March 14
11 oz. rib eye served with your choice of
Tilapia fish or Jumbo Shrimp plus salad,
baked potato or fries and biscuits.
Two NEW grilled fish dinners:
Halibut $10.50 or
Tilapia $8.50
Regular Friday night menu available.
Pat Must at the organ.
Reservations requested but not required.
(217) 748-6521
13937E 3680 N. Rd., Hoopeston
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214 E. Penn, Hoopeston
(217) 283-5571
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U.S. Rep. Tim Johnson recovering from car accident

U.S. Rep. Tim Johnson (IL-16) is resting in his
Urbana home after receiving a fractured rib and punc-
tured lung in a car accident Sunday evening.

Johnson was injured when his vehicle and
another collided near the parking lot of Mt. Olive
Church, 808 E. Bradley, Urbana.

Johnson was scheduled to speak during a spe-
cial service to celebrate the completion of a new church

Letter to the Editor

Postal workers say thanks
All of us at the Hoopeston Post Office would
like to extend a warm “Thank You!” to everyone in the
community for their help with last year’s food drive. A
very special thanks goes out to our friends at Price Less
Foods and Hoopeston Foods. Without them, we would
not have had the great success that we did. We sincerely
hope that we can all join forces once again when our
2003 Food Drive rolls around once more on May 10.
The Hoopeston Post Office ‘“Gang”

sanctuary.

After the accident, Johnson, believing he was
unhurt, spoke to the congregation. He later went home
and experienced shortness of breath. He went to an Ur-
bana hospital for x-rays, which showed the injuries. He
was admitted to the hospital and was later released. He
is scheduled to return to the hospital on Thursday morn-
ing to have his progress checked.

New Books at the Library

R&G SERVICES
GAIL LANE, EA

Tax Preparation

Electronic Filing
Fast Tax Refunds Availabl

Phone: (217) 283-6990
Fax: (217) 283-4429

sYear round tax service

Call for details
Walk-ins are also welcome
*Payroll & Bookkeeping Service
307%2 E. Main St.
Hoopeston, IL 60942

*FOID, Fax & Notary Service

*Customized Business Services
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Fiction:

The Cat Who Brought Down the House by Lilian Jack-
son Braun

Winner Take All by T. Davis Bunn

Silent Partner by Stephen W. Frey

Final Justice by W.E.B. Griffin

Police News

PER AXLE I

Karaoke

Touch of Blues
9 p.m.-1 a.m.

9pm-lam. 5
Friday 1

Jamie D. Huckleby, 20, of 611 E. Irving,
Milford, was arrested after a traffic stop at 11:46
p-m. Monday in the alley behind the 200 block of
East Main.

Huckleby was arrested on an Iroquois
County warrant for failure to appear. She was turned
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» Thursday
3-8 p.m.
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Weather . 3

Partly sunny today. High 58. Tonight, chance of
showers, thunderstorms. Low 43. Tomorrow, chance of
showers. High 58, low 35.

For current weather conditions, call the Hoopes-
ton Weather Line at (217) 283-6221.

Wellington Lions Club

Pancake Day
Saturday, March 15, 2003
6-10 a.m.
Park Shelter, Wellington, IL
$4 adults, $1.50 children 12 & under

Huge Little Tykes/Day Care Sale
in front of Global Fashions
Saturday 10-3
Large round preschool tables/chairs
Train table w/train
Huge wooden Lego table w/Legos
Lots outdoor Little Tykes, Step Il
Many indoor toys

Classifieds

ANNOUNCEMENTS

Having out of town visitors? We have two brand new 1 bedroom
furnished apartments available by the night or by the week. TV,
phone, utilities included. (217) 283-7996.

AUCTIONS

Thinking of having an auction?
Go to www.jonwitvoetauctioneer.com or call (217) 748-6289!

HOUSES FOR RENT

2 bedroom house w/garage. Service pets only. $350 deposit,
$350/mo. 3 bedrooms house w/garage. $350 deposit, $350/mo.
Service animals only. References required for each. (217) 283-
5093

63-69

SERVICES

Pampered Pet Grooming. Lots of TLC. Call anytime for
appointment. (217) 339-2340.




