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 State Rep. Bill Black (R-Danville) mixed humor 
among messages on safety, government, next year’s 
Farm Progress Show and change at Monday’s Hoopes-
ton Neighborhood Watch meeting. 
 The meeting may have been Black’s last as a represen-
tative of northern Vermilion County residents. In Janu-
ary, Hoopeston and the surrounding area will be repre-
sented by Shane Cultra of Onarga while Black’s district 
will be shifted further east. 
 Black began his speech talking about the Farm Pro-
gress Show and the need to improve roads leading to it. 
“When the Farm Progress Show starts, it’s going to be 
the biggest city in Vermilion County to a factor of five,” 
he said.  “Of course if farm prices don’t improve, they’re 
going to have farm equipment that nobody can afford to 
buy.” 
 Other topics included: 
• prescription coverage for senior citizens, including a 
new, income-based program that is often more benefi-
cial than the Circuit Breaker. The state is currently print-
ing brochures on the program which will be available 
locally in the future. 
  The $340 million program is funded by tobacco set-
tlement money and state and federal tax dollars. 
• clemency for Death Row inmates, which Black said 
needs to be handled on a case-by-case bases rather than 
granting blanket changes to life imprisonment. “There 
are people on Death Row who are not nice people,” he 
said. Families of victims currently going through clem-
ency hearings are having to relive the horror of the 
crimes, he said, adding two families are from Vermilion 
County. 
 “I think the death penalty has to stay for a jury to im-
pose and the state to have to carry out,” Black said. 
• state prisons, including a Supermax prison in Thomp-
son, which is two years old and has never been used 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

That’s up to you! 
Call 283-9348 from 11 a.m.-1 p.m. 
Wednesday, Oct. 23 to vote for your 

favorite Halloween-themed yard. 
Winners will receive: 

$25 first place 
$15 second place 
$10 third place 

Co-sponsored by Just the Facts 

State Rep. Bill Black makes a point at Monday’s Hoop-

eston Neighborhood Watch meeting 

United Methodist Church 
Bazaar 

Saturday, Oct. 26, 2002 

8 a.m.-1 p.m. 

   403 E. Main St., Hoopeston 
Coffee Hour 8-9:30 a.m. 

Lunch 11 a.m.-1 p.m. 

Soup, Sandwich, Dessert & Drink $5 

Pla-Mor Lanes  

  4th annual 
  Bigger & Better! 
$7 entry fee also  
gets you in to see the 
band “Big Giant Head”  
(If you just want to see 
 the band, it’s only $3  
at the door) The Rally pays 
 the top 3 places. We also pay the  
top 3 places for Best Halloween 
Costume. Sign up starts Oct. 1. Sign up 
early for the best start times. If the 
weather cooperates, we’ll be outside this 
year. Be ready to party! 

Call Pla-Mor at (217) 283-5195  
to sign up! 

because there is no money for staff. “If you don’t have 
the money to staff them, why would you build it,” he 
asked. 
 In a related issue, Black called the privatization of 
prison food serviced “the dumbest thing I’ve ever heard 
of,” because state officials approved the measure with-
out calculating its cost. Aramark Corp., which provides 
the service, also had a contract with Ohio, which was  

See BLACK  on other side 
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       If you have to switch banks again,  

       why not make it your choice this time. 
Merge with Community. 

 
 

Hoopeston, Illinois 
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221 Bank St. (217) 283-7733Rts. 1&9 283-9723 
221 E. Main, Wellington (815) 984-3130    



Black continued from other side 

cancelled and in Florida, the company has been fined for 
not meeting the contract, he said. 
• the license-for-bribes scandal facing Gov. George 
Ryan. Calling Ryan “a quintessential grandfather,” 
Black said “I just have a hard time believing Gov. Ryan 
knew what was going on and that he personally bene-
fited from it.” 
 The scandal may cause problems for Republicans in 
the November election. “This is the worst year to be a 
Republican since Watergate,” he said. 
• the state budget, which shows less revenue than last 
year. This is the first year since 1955 that that has hap-
pened, Black said. Although next year’s budget will not 
follow suit, Black said officials must still hold the line 
on spending, including imposing a hiring freeze, “a real 
hiring freeze, not one where you announce it and hire 
them anyway,” he said. 
 Other special interest spending should also be cur-
tailed. “We’re spending millions of dollars to multi-

 Two youths, ages 16 and 17, reported Monday that 
someone took their bicycles from the 300 block of 
South Third Ave. One is a 20” red and black 
Schwinn; the other is a 20” chrome Mongoose. 

11111111thththth annual Hickory Grove  annual Hickory Grove  annual Hickory Grove  annual Hickory Grove     
Volunteer Fire DepartmentVolunteer Fire DepartmentVolunteer Fire DepartmentVolunteer Fire Department    

 
Saturday, Nov. 2  4Saturday, Nov. 2  4Saturday, Nov. 2  4Saturday, Nov. 2  4----8 p.m. 8 p.m. 8 p.m. 8 p.m. (Indiana time) 

Ambia Fire Station 
Tickets: $5 available at door or call  

(765) 869-4463 

Classifieds 
_____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

ANNOUNCEMENTS 
____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

Having out of town visitors? We have two brand new 1 bedroom 
furnished apartments available by the night or by the week. TV, 
phone, utilities included. (217) 283-7996. 
____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

AUCTIONS 
_____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

Thinking of having an auction?  
Go to www.jonwitvoetauctioneer.com or call (217) 748-6289! 
_____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

CHILD CARE 
_____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

Licensed daycare has opening.  Please call Jen if interested at 
283-9660. 
_____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

HELP WANTED 
_____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

Part time help wanted four retail store. 10-20 hours/week. Must 
be courteous, people-oriented. Light cleaning required. Must be 
able to work unsupervised. Pays minimum wage. Send resume 
to Box A Just the Facts, P.O. Box 441, Hoopeston, IL. 60942. 
_____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

Do you have Retail Furniture experience? Do you like to sell and 
work with the Public? Apply today, K’s Merchandise, 3707 N. 
Vermilion, Danville, IL 61832 EOE. Attn: Vicki Witherspoon. 
_____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

Like plants and flowers? Miss the garden? We need someone to 
deliver for us. Apply at Flowers & Gifts by Molly Culbert, 702 
W. Main, Hoopeston. 
_____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

SERVICES 
____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

Pampered Pet Grooming. Lots of TLC. Call anytime for 
appointment. (217) 339-2340. 
_____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

Call (217) 283-9348 to place your ad! 

 

Good Shepherd Lutheran Church 

        Chicken Noodle  
           Supper 

Friday, Oct. 25   4:30-8 p.m. 
Adults: $6 

Dinner also includes choice of drink, salad and 
homemade pie. Carry-outs available 

Corner of Market & Honeywell, Hoopeston 

    Ranch burgers 
                Mondays 5Mondays 5Mondays 5Mondays 5----8 p.m.8 p.m.8 p.m.8 p.m.    

        Tacos  
                            Wednesdays, 5Wednesdays, 5Wednesdays, 5Wednesdays, 5----8 p.m.8 p.m.8 p.m.8 p.m.    

       BJ’s Pump 
1023 W. Main, Hoopeston (217) 2831023 W. Main, Hoopeston (217) 2831023 W. Main, Hoopeston (217) 2831023 W. Main, Hoopeston (217) 283----5700570057005700    

“The Book of  Revelation”  
will be taught  

7-8 p.m. Wednesdays at 

New Bethel Fellowship 
201 N. Chicago, Rossville 

Do you want to know God’s plan? 
All are welcome! 

millionaires to build a stadium for millionaire players for 
a game a lot of us can’t afford to buy a ticket for so we 
stay home and watch in on TV,” he said. 
• an ethics law he plans to sponsor which would elimi-
nate officials accepting anything from anyone. “I’m just 
ornery enough to see who is going to vote for it,” he 
said. The measure is not expected to make him popular 
with fellow Republicans. “The Republican caucus may 
very well be held in a phone booth,” he said. 
• reapportionment. The population shift that changed 
Black’s district also took more power away from down-
state Illinois. Black said 58 percent of people live north 
of Interstate 80.  
 “We’re losing our voice downstate,” he said. Tax 
money that funds necessities in rural counties mean 
nothing up north. “A lot of Chicago and suburban legis-
lators have no concept of a volunteer fire department,” 
he said. 
• change. “I don't have to tell you things have changed 

   Briefly 
Tiny Tots 

 “Halloween” is the theme of Tiny Tots story pro-
gram at 10:30 a.m. Friday in the Hoopeston Public 
Library children’s room. Children may come in cos-
tume. Tiny Tots is for children ages 1-4 who are 
accompanied by an adult. 

Revival services 
 The Westside Church of the Nazarene is holding 
revival services at 7 p.m. nightly through Saturday. 
The church will host a bonfire, wienie roast, hayride 
and movie beginning at 6 p.m. Saturday. 
 Everyone is welcome to attend. 

Open House 
 Family and friends of Jim and Charlotte Beckworth 
are invited to a 50th anniversary open house from 3-
6 p.m. Nov. 9 at the Hoopeston American Legion. 
 The couple requests no gifts but cards are wel-
comed. 

‘Trip to Hell’ 
 A walk-through drama, “A Trip to Hell” will be pre-
sented from 7-9 p.m. Oct. 25 and 26 at The Coffee 
House (the old New Bethel Church) 204 S. Chicago St., 
Rossville. Admission is free. 

Meet the Candidates 
 Milford will host a Candidates’ Night Oct. 28 at the 
Milford Depot. Harwood and Mathy will be on hand to 
answer questions. 
 Refreshments will be served and door prizes given. 

Neighborhood Watch 
 Incoming Rep. Shane Cultra of the 105th District will 
speak at the Nov. 4 Neighborhood Watch meeting. It 
will be held at 6 p.m. at Country Terrace.  

Police News 

and not for the good,” he said. “The world has changed. I 
understand it but I don’t like it. This is a completely differ-
ent world than most of us grew up in.” 
 Black talked about difficult times facing Vermilion 
County and the need to eliminate competition between 
communities. “What’s good for Hoopeston is good for 
Vermilion County, what’s good for the county is good 
for Hoopeston,” he said. 
 While Black will not represent this area after Janu-
ary, he said he won’t forget the people here. “We’re 
going to keep Hoopeston in our thoughts and in our 
prayers,” he said. 

 Chance of rain today, tonight and tomorrow. Today’s 
high 52, low 38. Tomorrow’s high 50, low 38. 
 For current weather conditions, call the Hoopeston 

Weather Line at (217) 283-6221. 

Weather 


